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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES, JANUARY, 190 


| Dollar value of retail purchasing in Canada increased 14 per cent during 
January, 190, over January, 1939, while declining h2 per cent below the volume for 

| December, 1939, according to composite figures for twelve lines of retail trade for 
'which statistics are available. The substantial gain over January last year is in con- 
| tinuation of a steady advance which has been in progress since early in 1949, and which 
‘was further stimulated by the outbreak of the war. The decline below December, 1949, 
'was only slightly greater than the average seasonal movement for this time of year, and 
| is a reflection of the heavy Christmas trade of December, 1939. For the second consec- 
/utive month, all groups increased over the corresponding month of the preceding year, 

| gains ranging from 7 to 22 per cent being recorded. The unadjusted general index stands 
-at 70.6 for January, 1940, 122.0 for December, 1939, and 62.3 for January, 1939. 


| The adjusted index, which takes into account the varying sales importance 
| of the days of the week as well as seasonal influences characteristic of the various 
months, receded slightly from the 87./,; recorded for December, 1939, to 86.2 for January, 
1940, but was 1) per cent above the 78.2 shown for January a year ago. 


Trend in dollar value of retail sales reflects changes both in prices 
and in the volume of goods purchased. The Bureau's Retail Price Index for January, 
/19L0, was less than per cent higher than for the corresponding month of 1939, Although 
price and retail sales indexes are not. strictly comparable it is evident that the major 
portion of the increase in dollar sales represents an increase in the volume of goods 
passing into consumers! hands. 


Regional statistics for those groups for which such figures are available 
_reflected widespread improvement, increases being reported in all sections of the country. 
|Gains over January, 1939, were particularly noteworthy in the Maritime Provinces. 


The largest gain recorded was a 22 per cent advance in sales of furniture 
stores over January a year ago. Boot and shoe store sales were 18 per cent higher, as 
were sales of hardware stores. Music and radio stores reported increased sales amount- 
ing to 13 per cent, while a similar increase was reported by candy stores. Restaurant 
|receipts were up 7 per cent over January, 1939. 


A most outstanding feature of the results for January, 190, and one 

which contributed to a considerable extent in effecting the increase in the general 
index, was the 19 per cent gain in sales of department stores over January, 1939. The 
Maritime Provinces led all other regions of the country with a gain of 33 per cents. 
fBales were up 20 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, 19 per cent in Ontario, 17 per cent 
| in Quebec and 8 per cent in British Columbia. 


Variety store sales averaged 12 per cent greater in January, 1940 than in 
the same month of last year. Sales in the Maritime Provinces were up 21 per cent; gains 
in other sections were held within the narrow range of 10 to 13 per cent. 


Sales of men's and women's clothing stores advanced 14 and 7 per cent 
“respectively over January, 1939. A gain of ll per cent in men's clothing store sales 
in the Maritime Provinces was followed by increases of 1 per cent in Ontario, 1l per 
cent in both British Columbia and the Prairie Provinces, and a 7 per cent increase in 
Quebec. With a more moderate advance of 1k per cent, the Maritime Provinces showed the 
‘Greatest improvement in sales of women's clothing stores also. Other increases were as 
‘follows: 11 per cent in British Columbia, 9 per cent in Ontario, 3 per cent in Quebec 
“and 2 per cent in the Prairie Provinces. 


| An increase of 12 per cent over January, 1939, occurred in sales of gro- 
|Cery and meat stores in Canada. Regional results showed that most outstanding gains 
were recorded in Western Canada, sales in British Columbia and the Prairie Provinces 
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yeing 25 per cent higher in each case. Sales in Ontario and Quebec were up 10 and 7 per 
sent respectively, An index of grocery and meat store sales for the Maritime Provinces 
ig not available. 


brug stores in Canada reported increased sales amounting to 7 per cent over 
January of last yeare A 12 per cent gain in the Maritime Provinces was higher than that 
fecorded for any other region. In the Prairie Provinces, the increase was 9 per cent; in 
juebec, 7 per cent; while improvement of 5 per cent was shown for both Ontario and British 
rolumbia. 


Total sales of 19 departmental firms reporting sales by departments in- 
sreased 17 per cent in January, 191.0, over the same month of 1939. While increased 

sales were reported for all departments, most pronounced gains were those shown by the 
slothing and household lines. Shoe department sales increased 28 per cent, while men's 
slothing sales were up 22 per cent and women's clothing, 20 per cent. An advance of 23 
ner cent was reported in sales of hardware and sales of household appliances were 21 per 
sent higher. Sales of the music and radio department gained 19 per cent, while the 
‘urniture and home furnishings departments were both up 18 per cent. Sales of piece 

goods and smallwares were higher by 18 and 17 per cent respectively. Other increases 
were as follows: drugs, 8 per cent; food, 6 per cent; stationery and books, 1 per cent. 


The annual summary of department store sales by departments for 1938 and 
1939 appears in this bulletin. The totals shown represent sales of 24% departmental 
firms which report on this basis each month. Total sales during 1939 were he higher 
than - in 1938, with all departments showing improvement over the previous year. Sales 
%€ men's and women's clothing reported gains of 7 and 6 per cent respectively over 1938, 
while sales of shoes increased 5 per cent. In the household group, the following gains 
were recorded: household appliances, 5 per cent; hardware and music and radio, lh per 
mae Sach; home furnishings, 4 per cent; furniture, 1 per cent. Sales of piece goods 
ind smallwares gained 3 and per cent respectively, while stationery and drug sales 
vere both up 1 per cent. Sales of food departments were only fractionally higher than 
in 1948, 


Sales of a representative group of jewellery stores throughout Canada 
wweraged 21 per cent higher in January, 1940, than in January a year ago. 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1939 and 190, by Kinds of Business 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES--(AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100) 


Prairie 
Quebec Ontario Provinces 


‘Men's Clothing Stores(c) 


British 
Columbia 


Maritime 
Provinces 


ear and Month 


fanuary, 1936 wees WOek 
lanuary, 1937 .e«e 75.6 
fanuary, 1938 ws. 17 +3 
fanuary, 1939 see ieee 
anuary, 190 .... 80.3 
239 
murust 1.066 Pee 87.6 
| September .covce 110.8 
MMOCTODCY: csscociee 126.0 
| November ..... s 111.5 
December .....e. 187.6 
ho 

BANUSYY ceccscce 80.4 
| Change, 
| January, 190 ««]| +10.6 


_danuary, 1959 


August aga eh eas 65. 73.8 85.7 
September .cece. 111.0 118.9 Lid ea. 
DOUTODGY ceses'e’s Ld 05 151.5 129.3 

| November ..score 122.1 123.9 108.4 

| December wssseee 177.5 LO? of 158.0 

slo 

MURDUETY oceces be 75h Tek 80.1 

| Change, 

| January, 1940 .. 

_danuary, 1939 + 9.0 + ee +11.1 

Grocery and Meat Stores 

anuary, 1936 veo. 99.1 (a) 97.7 85.3 9569 

january, 1937 ...-]] loudly (a) LOW oat 90.0 105.0 

lanuary, 1938 ....{| 100.1 (a) 103.6 Blie3 95.1 

January, 1939 .... 98. (a.) 102.8 78.3 83.0 

Sane fee woosh ahb.e (a) 113.5 97.9 10.1 

Mceust sae anise. 200.8 (a) 106.7 135.2 121 a 

| September ...... 123.7 (a) 122.0 143.1 12h.2 
Detober seevevsel] 109.5 (a) 108.0 115.4 107.5 

| November weeeove |! 111.9 (a) 113.8 113.9 107.8 

| ese steecneel! d0Reatl) (a) 139.7 129.3 129. 

9L0 

January WE chute 110.2 (a) 122 eb 979 104.1 

» Change, 

January, 1940 +1) 419.1 fa) +10.4 +25 .0 +25.) 


_danuary, 1949 


a) Figures for the Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid disclosing individual 
operations. 

¢) Includes men's furnishings 

ft) Final figures. 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES-- (AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100) 


ne ra ae oo’ 
— ee 


Maritime Prairie | British 
ear and Month CANADA Provinces Quebec Ontario Provinces |} Columbia 


Department Stores 


etme 


! 
anuary, 1936 cee. 71.8 e's 71.5 
anuary, 1937 «eee 7740 Pesan | Theb 
pnuary, 1938 wee. 7h,.6 oo ome | ig Webs 
lanuary, 1939 eee. eek 68.9 | The5 
Mmuary, 1940 sees 8.5 | BP she 4 80.5 
939 
Mest sissecees eT. | Ta $5 ol 
September ...es. Liga gh |! 120d6u hy» (1eOsd 
BGCOUCr ssecvsen ae LGieo 1] 122.6 
| November ..ccees L264 126.7 3 11236 
iDecember ..seccc 197.8 VAT E94 4 177.9 
90 | 
BEENUGrY sseseses 84.5 oe ee 80.5 
| Change, : 
January, 19,0 .. ‘ 
| January, 1930 +18.8 +20.0 i reer eS 
_ a 
pnuary, 1936 sees 59.4 61.5 | Soser 6reo 
anuary, 1947 ©0098 68.6 tek | 60.5 | 67.6 
Anuary, 1938 Ka 67.2 or sal bugOe 44 Wis 
Me 1555 1... || 6622 All, | Sor Achar 
amuary, 190 cece Tk 719 68.0 lee 
939 | | : 
Must .eccccscclh Dyed 88.0 | gp. | tio 
|September .eccee LO7 «f 100.9 | 106.5 | Llisd 
petober!..s.seéeet} 112.3 106.9 1G leh pes F122 % 
| November oescovel| 113.4 109.2 | ie ae 1E5.2 
ae iveses ll. CeOsOLe) 251.5 220.4} 223.8 ogee) 267 3 
2440 
BPETMATY seccccee elves: 73.3 80.4 71.9 | 68.0 | Slee 
Change, i 
ee aa rent ere +21h +128 eID | LiGey : + 9.6 
| ed) VRE a te Re 
Drug Stores 
ae SRoce eS TAREE nes Seen 
lanuary, 1936 sees 92.5 | 86.9 | 8603 
anuary, 1937 eoee | 102.0 Ghee. | ehOeee 
lanuary, 1938 .eeel! 106.2 103.0 | 94.9 | 10166 
lanuary, 1939 woe! 104.4 100,44 Ohiges 100.7 
january, 19110 .weoel} Lia 105.4 | 102.5 | 105.3 
239 | 
| SE rn | 103.8 102,0 LOOvky, vile | LOO 
September sesesel! 104.9 105.9 | 116.7 | 112.6 
| October ceesecol; 113.0 105.1 Py ae a eee tore 
November>seeecce| Lif 108.2 10955) ee | LOSeb 
Mecember +++ecesli 133.1 145.2 156.3 1SD.4 
9c 
IEPENUGTY .cseucee 111.8 105.4, 102.3 105 3 
Change, I | 
January, 190 oe 
Memiary 1020 oe Pe + 5.0 + 8,6 | + 6 
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ANNUAL SUMMARY OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES Iii CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
1938 and 1939 


(Based on sales of 23 firms) 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS @eseovoeveeeee808804620 


en 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits seuasdbavaaa4| 20, 883,939 22,235,916 + 6.5 
igus 
Ps Girls' and infants! wear ce anemia | »240 | 7,435,817 + 5.) 
| : | 
Hosiery and ZloVeS sesssecsseecseeeeeeeeceeeroc | 10, 78,821 10,981,906 + 1.8 
en 
Lingerie and corsets Soveees ee tees teen tes cere ey i, 007, hog 10,616,057 sup 6.1 
Millinery @eeeeveetererevereereone ese vneesesesceoeeoearoeee eoad 3,114,011 3,143,978 + 0.6 


| 
i 
| 
Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5) a 420 | 5,403,674 
Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings sti 25,765,1h2 27 , 625 , 20 + Tee 
i 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations 30h 7,2l0j599 | 7,259, 886 + 0,7 
1 
Piece goods ‘ageemaunaeaaa 16,737,874 17,200; 882 Gs 462 
Smallwares eeeeceeeeoeeovoeeseeoeeeoveaveeeeeevbe edn eoga 8, 20,57 8,567, 899 “2 ho 
Food and kindred products et 21,894,550 21,938,h52 + 0.2 
Furniture (including mattresses, springs) _ 12, 5947599 | 12,20, 897 + 0.7 
Home furnishings ee 15,35, 05 | 15,860,516 + 3,3 
| | 
Household appliances and electrical supplies | 6,114,079 | 6,390,037 + 1.5 
Hardware and kitchen utensils aarnssiod 7,815, 309 8,094,153 + 3.6 
\ . 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies penton 3,460, 808 4,4487,716 + 3,8 
Shoes and other footwear eilponcaatinl 16,952,114, 17,722,928 + 5 
Stationery, books and magazines St eeeseeeeeeewes l,, 068, 397 l4,,127,163 + 1.4 
All other departments, total ween ened Lal OE a6 888 28,648,1,90 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
JANUARY, 1939, AND JANUARY, 190 


(Based on sales of 19 firms) 


ii January | January % Change 
1939 1940 1940/39 
Pe UAeenuho . ALL DEPARTMENT O. 9 ssc0-55.4 civic oa4.e 611, ) 5500, cbe 15,681,496 + Liat 
Womens dresses, coats and suits sek Raa a 1,090,90), 1,285,658 + 1769 
Girls' and infants' wear Picts 41h, 637 385,791 + 22.6 
POSSE SITE Pes kde b oiais steels hal tesdtals ase sine oe h8h,,927 608,161 + 25.4 
Se TEMA. COTEO CG p e\stnew die iuisarstarelelele sta Sethiere's ¥ a 645,139 79, ehe + 18,0 
Millinery a LOL, 310 116,72 + 15.0 
! * 
Woments and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5) | 2,626,917 3,145,342) + 19.7 
Men's and boys! clothing and furnishings ..seoeoy Bee 81 TAG 1,563,608 + 22.0 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ..ce. 512,00 Gee 01S, (FO Tee 
| 
Piece goods @CoHOBCeEE SOFC FEC HRESO EEE HEE HEH OH OOH HOTELES 1,426,877 1,684, 429 + 18,1 
Smalliwares ee 586, 303 683,956 > 1647 
PaCa Eee Nared PYOGUCTS: vvilvesccnvevcdcsseseveih 1,020,079 1 728,287 + 6,2 
» Furniture (including mattresses, springs) sesece 8,0, 865 995 , 393 + 18.4 
Home furnishings eveenesnnsenensannsaystessil 878,025 1,034,216 a5 7 
Household appliances and electrical supplies | 427,257 39h, 769 + 20,6 
Hardware and kitchen utensils we emeocnocevesevees 487,812 1:76, 629 *~ 22.9 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies ...eee- 261,09 310,514, + 18.9 
Sreec-and Other Footwear s<essscevwv ee decay vee 756,526 968 , 823 + 28,1 
stationery, books and magazines wevseseesvrerece 258,900 261, 8h, + 1.1 
ae Other departments, total raewkeavseowcsveceest] 1,618,070 1,881,685 + 16,3 
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| ' MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETATL SALES, FEBRUARY, 1940 


| Retail sales in Canada, as reflected in composite figures for twelve 

ines of retail trade dealing principally in clothing, food and household items gained 

>» per cent in February, 1940, over the same month of 1939, Sales were also 1 per cent 
Lgher than in January of this year. This was the seventh consecutive month for which 
nereases have been shown over the corresponding month in the previous year, The extent 
? the gain was greater than any recorded since the upswing in retail trade began in 
igust, 1939, a result which must be attributed in part to the comparatively low level 

f trade in February, 1939, with which the comparison is made, The unadjusted index for 
pbruary, 1940, stood at 71.2, compared with 61.5 for February, 1939, and 70.6 for 
anuary, 1940. 


The seasonally adjusted index which is corrected to allow not only for 
prmal seasonal movements but also for differences in number of business days, indicates 
nat the underlying trend in retail purchasing in February was slightly downward from 

ne immediately preceding months, The adjusted index stands at 84,6 for February, 2 
br cent below the 86,2 recorded for January apd compares with 87.5 for December, 83,2 
br November, 88.6 for October and 87.6 for September, 1939. 


All lines of business for which figures are available reported increases 
rer February a year ago. Radio and music store sales were up by 31 per cent compared 
ith increases of 12 per cent and 5 per cent shown in the comparisons for January and 
bcember with the corresponding month in the preceding year, Furniture store sales, 
hich increased 22 per cent in January over January, 1939, registered a gain of 21 per 
mt in February. 


| Department store sales averagec 20 per cent higher in February of this 
bar than last, all departments and all regions of the country reporting substantial 
hereases. Results on a regional basis indicate a major increase of 34 per cent in the 
iritime Provinces followed by gains of 21 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, 19 per 
int in Ontario, 19 per cent in Quebec and 11 per cent in British Columbia. The home 
treishings and piece goods departments came first in point of view of increased busi- 
$8 With gains of 31 per cent and 26 per cent respectively over February a year ago. 
tiles of hardware and kitchen utensils were up by 25 per cent while the furniture de- 
irtment reported an increase of 22 per cent. Marked gains were also reported for 
»partments specializing in the sale of clothing and apparel. The shoe department was 
» 20 per cent; men's and boys' clothing and furnishings, 20 per cent; women's and 
nildren's apparel, 16 per cent, 


| Variety store sales averaged 20 per cent higher than in February, 1939. 
lcreases of 26 per cent were recorded in both the Maritime and Prairie Provinces; 
tebec totals were up 22 per cent. Ontario and British Columbia recorded advances of 
| and 15 per cent respectively, 


Identical gains of 20 per cent were reported for men's and women's 
.othing stores over February, 1939. Men's clothing store sales in the Maritime Pro- 
mces gained 45 per cent. Increases of 24 per cent in the Prairie Provinces and 20 
or cent in Quebec were followed by advances of 17 per cent in Ontario and 14 per cent 
i British Columbia, The Maritime Provinces also reported tho best increases in 
men's clothing sales, a 32 per cent advance in that region comparing with gains of 

S’ per cent in the Prairie Provinces, 22 per cont in Ontario, 21 per cent in British 
)lumbia, and 11 per cent in Quebec. 


Increases in dollar sales must be attributcd in part to price changes 
id in part to an increase in the volume of goods purchased, The Bureau's retail 
.othing price index stands approximately 4 per cent higher for February, 1940 than 
39, A comparison of this rise in prices and the 20 per cent increase in dollar - 
wles indicates that most of the gain in dollar volumo must be attributed to an in- 
vease in the quantity of goods sold. 
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Grocery and meat store sales were 13 per cent higher in February of 
shis year than last, the Bureau's retail price index for foods rising 5 per cent in the 


same comparison. 
rinces, 29 per cent; 


ee in British Columbia were up by 30 per cent; 
Ontario, 11 per cent and Quebec, 7 per cent, 


the Prairie Pro- 


The gain for shoe stores was only slightly less than that for firms 


ipecializing in clothing, 


a gain of 18 per cent over February a year ago being recorded, 


lardware store sales were up 19 per cent, while both restaurants and candy stores did 
.3 per cent more business in February of this year than last, 


’or Quebec, 
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1930 
~ 1087 
= 4nT 
- 43.6 
~ 18.7 
- 34,0 
is Zed 
- 905 
~ 17.8 
by 
i 2165 
- 3342 
- 3943 


= 260 


~ February, 1940 
+ or = per cent 
compared with 


February 
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+ 15.8 
+ 17.8 
gc 
+ 20.4 
+ 20,1 
+ 19,6 
+ 6,0 
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+ 30.8 


+ L346 


Drug stores reported the smallest increase with an average gain for 
she country as a whole of 6 per cent over February, 1939. 
yere up 13 per cent while British Columbia sales were 11 per cent higher, 
regions were 8 per cent for the Maritime Provinces, 5 per cent for. Ontario and 1 per cent 


Sales in the Prairie Provinces 


Returns from a sample number of jewellery stores reveal an increase of 
‘5 per cent over February, 1939. 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1939 and 1940, by Kinds of Business 
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Cumulative 
Indexes 
January Jan,-Féb., 1940 
1940 __ |" Jan.-Feb., 1939 _ 
+ 0,8 + 14.5 
wokles LG ee 
+ 34.4 + 12,8 
- 1349 + 16.5 
s 7.8 + 13,6 
+ 0.9 + 19.0 
” 1.5 are 
mS NY + 21,3 
‘pniaiet + 12.6 
- 8.5 + 16.5 
+ 2.4 + 23.4 
2am + 9,8 
+ 769 + 16.3 


ee epee a eS 


Gains in other 


Pa 


sae 


ye 
“ 
v4 
; 
i 
«sve 
ry 


es ea 
iia 
f v4 
t 
Vie want he 
ta ye 
+7 
» 
we 
. 
. 
. 
. 


~ 


~ 


J ‘ 
j yar Preaqmaeo 68 
se : ~tene OO +e 
, Sy ‘ Los, Pa Ve oh 


i> J he, i = 
Le 
oe ae ‘ 
Ss) he 
. 4 
te ay, <r ‘ C 
‘ 70} 33.4% 
me ; 7 
t ~ v 
ora a ar. 
4 > Li “ ra 
i 4 ’ - 
ro” SRN oe VISNHOO @& 
» 
4 ~ | pe ose sg ivi oe 
is 6 j0een ae: ° whe Ce i 
“ nd 2 
wr A i org ergs C 
ike ake] Oo Ww oy aro cg 
vat 
= “ese ‘ iA 
eta <1 Ww 
. 
TP coe Ye 
" + ey 
4 4 f =s9 
, : - " ppl 34 2 wi 
“ y , » . i ea pire ~~ hm oo 
Cres hon Toe Taney Co any | . 
mare Pee een reo 
100 anes Se Ake RR Ge ar 
Cone Claas > APY = fe . a a 
os Poets Garter") R ‘ 
. ‘ 
; J > "3 i 
’ <a * ‘ me 
. be alae EY ow ett eh ow see oe op ete 08 
I ian . oe 4 
OnE y a: +) A 
4 ty Aw ae ) 
¥ b/ 2 . * " » 
BOA f ‘ . ae 
~ ’ 
4 iv i. | ? 
‘ > " pitied 
7 ) v ' ’ 
Ce © 
( 
‘ a) eee + tne eveeee & 5 
ane Me 6 5 ‘ ve) YP Gee 
* bY a 
a . t - ” , * + eh 4 . * 
SS PES. eh ne a Oe ec: 
n mr 7 ; " 
a* “4 3% . : % ps ry 
cal Se Be Ties Ta) . , 
: reget 
‘ en 4 4 e % un eRe i 
al Yikes ah A UT Ty My 4 f 
“ 4% i 4 : mF ¢ 7 tes @ tf - . 
Ae ee Ce a ee ere Poe 
A 7 .% : im * "is 
Ut Me a ME a A Tee Fa SM et Pray ey 
L! ~ 
Hu Ge O we ae 1») 
pad ee AE 
se 2 « f * *® * - . 
s ce be test hs *, ‘ 
} * & 4 ‘ « : ‘ 
ee, EO 3 an reg 
; ' . ae i+ 28 @ , 
‘te Aa aE e* ye f Cewakae a 
‘ U ** 4 - > a y ‘ ‘ 
Be OPES yey aay ok Ve ss a an. | < aR 
ve oly om - bee “~ 


*suteyo Apuvo [teyet wory suanzer uodn AToZseT peseq e1e soxeput Apueg (4 
*soindty Teuty (3 

"puet, snsued 09 pesTtacy (Pp 

*sSutystuiny s,uew sepnTouy (2) 


te ad 


il ; ' i { 
S79 tbe) ah Ci 0°99 | °SS | g°tS G°6S | S°6S | 9°9S | 17), | 2Gtbe eae Oe 1 S°ty [O° CR | se. te eesere ArenIgeg 
9 a oe A ld aah 2°98 | 9°29 | S°29 C3) 2°QS 1e6°1e.- 7 U cP (3)9*99 | 9°90 | £°9¥ | enon | b°0f 1-92 0L eveoves {ronuay 
. } ; | eee OveL 
(x)o%L LSSTT 684TT H(s)tezg | Erget | Cott |} 9*T9 | QPvTT] Leste 6° 2h -97 91 66th S°Lg | Q°é6TT] T°2cT |] *eeee% sequooeq 
$29, O- 40s. 1°R8 o°zg | 6°00T | O° TOT b°lS | 9°6h 4 1°97 Hegel TUhgel SG eL9- (Is) BseG tre 802 19S OR ic eee 
Gru. , 6° 965-0 66 S*LQ | v*60Tt | L°SOT EGS a6" 2S. 19°tS 6°6L | S*LL | 9%vd 9°98 | Btv6 | T%26 seeress 1840990 
cegL. . 8752. - -9°O¢ 6°19 | 6*LQ | T°Té L°ts | Tey | 9réy y°7g | of4g | S768 g* lo | or69- 7°tt ts esses requezdeg 
o°g9 «98 lv O° bv GeGL C755 41-1295 Le6y | L°9v | 2tby 1269 1 eS at LSS g°TO |b ocrk petel lf ree" "2s eee 
S969 Sr*bo - “0° LS g°0g | ¥°S9 | 6°29 leo | 9°2y | Qtty if 9t9h | OFZ | 969 G°OG 1 O° Cl- aT ebb ieet ia 8: 
he SS a eee G*sh | of0g | L°0g y°gs | Sty | grey if Stvh | €rLoT | Se Lot 05g | 6°Sg | 9t9g |} tittrer tte eune 
20k gt Sh. 7i Ph getL | g°Sh | 07S 69S | gteS | of vs cooL | 9°98 | 6748 cog | Gc5o \egteg i 
Ear Os bos 27.68 Leyph j. v*tg | 6°62 s*09 | 9°gL 1 9°gl CrLd 1-97 coat vce O'6E- 4 L°tey eis seaccvnes Tridy 
O99 ~9715 1°65 9°99 | €°€S | S°SS TG eGo eee te ESS hv Lv] OC RY COE | L°OE 4767 co) veséseoss nate 
Beet 
Gere .B°6P ov" et ortega [-4°S5S | eres H S°6S 45°65 | 9°9S TCL 4 Soka toe 9°79 | O°EL | efTL ** ovét ‘Arensqeg 
Poe tone cy. -* OF ESGh- 122" 19 | 1°37 Cong ¢ EevS J 0°05 o°69 1-97 tt 4 Stee oes | L°S9 | S*T9 e¢ 6céT ‘Arenageg 
Oo) 9757. 9°EY 9°08 | g*0S | Lely L796 | Legs | toys PPE Or cy | -S* be v*gh { 2799 | 6°£9 e* ge6t ‘Arensgeg 
Tete Gy TL” 2h o°7g | 6°25 | Lr 6% 0205 180-08) -t 7 o5 S259 | 29 | vty etki | L719 “Fett |] oS Reo eae 
ose9. 2 *0r- 6° Ot 6°91 [e*Sy 1 £°9% G*T9 | S*T9 | 9°T9 yey | zor | pete He teth | get9 | €°29 ** o€6T *Arenigeg 
OST, £59v._ o°Ss 9°9L 3 S*Ly | 9° Rt c*09 | €*09 | 9%SS CW) qr ot al-8" 98 EOL. 1 $°09 aL" aS e° océ6T ‘Acenageg 
B19 sy 6°28 bal 1.9 FF 4 6° TP 6209 2070S FL tS 6°69 | 6°6E | GPLE 0°69 | 0809 | €79S Hee ve6T SArenaqeg 
os79 20°97, 2 °C8 baeG Mcee C8 “allt 9*09 “oS <1SetS €*69 | 9°Tv | 276k Q°f9. 1 6°66 tt es °° €€6T ‘Arenaqeg 
cpt Re a: hat Paci lates i) VEY E°eh | 8°99. | v°t9 v°gh | c0S | 9°s Legh | S399 40°99. t2> ctGl (Eee 
pelby 0c. .b 8S get6 {6°95 4 ¥°ks g°Lg | 9*0g | <evl ESy6 |-S7t9 a) 1365 o°b6 1 ohzg J REE fot best Aer 
bool eben th L°Ctt 1 S*OL | 2°99 S*QTT | Om 60T | vOOT ehegr a Gib Iau ae) ab asa S 2 Z°90T | v22%6 1 S°98 ** of6t ‘Arenaqey 
P2011, "Sh “S°OL WLI GL oscct | TST E°LTT | 6™LOT | S766 o*SeT | €°9g8 | efTs Seetr | gees | S226 6z6t SAreniqes 
9 7 ee eee eae ee: aes a er — a = aEN Ses Das aes “yy IT uyuon pie 138, 
“="“TpySutqtoOTg §,Woulo jn (py (D)SUTUPOTO S ,VOHl r Les $300g 4 (pyxapul Tessuey | 


= a Se 


es Ps 


*suoTLetse, TBuoseeg pue sheq sseutsng jo sequmN Joj peysnf{py *o 
*skeg sseuytsng jo sequmN JojJ peqzoets0g °g *poysn{pem] “y 


(oot = Ofel Woda EDYUTAY) - SETS “TIVITY ao “QUTGHAN XEGNI 


“ 


° 


* 


= 


Z°S6 | €°es 
0°26 | €°99 
(3)>° 26 S*Z0T 
9° 68 6°88 
2°06 2°06 
2°cé Z°eb 
i 2b €°S9 
L°88 6°98 
9*TOT 9°TOT 
6°06 9°S6 
6°19 Tte6 
6*T6 1°69 
2°56 €*€6 
6*9Q 2° SQ 
0°88 c°98 
S*€Q 9*TQ 
Sane 9°91, 
°S) 6°C), 
72d, BG cL 
4°69 0°99 
&20 t219 
L°S6 g°tsG 
0*SOT 6° Z0T 


eee 


ON 


2 


e 
reso o~ t+ OnDWOHWO O 
ON ONCO bh~.O 10 10 b= fC © 


| 


ed (P= 6S EOE ETA eae et Oe a SS = 


cere 


Te 


ara 


°suOT BTIBA TBUoSseeg pus sfeq ssoutsng jo soqunN soz peysn{py °D 
*skeq ssoutsng jo JequUmMN Joy pe,oetsog °g °peysnf{peun °y 


ER 2 


(oot > Otél Ud HNVUGAV) - SHIVS Ilviau fo SUMAN “XHONT 


| Lb ENGi G°96 9° +6 | TELS 6°29 €*99 
S*9S 0°65 L°S6 0°68 $°98 0°98 9°€9 
S°OTT Z*OTL (5) 2°96 €*61T ATOR 9°68 eeSyt 
9°18 9°99 T° 2 T° 26 9°06 IKK F)9°T9 €*€6 
e2 10% 4° 40T 9°T6 y°€6 1°26 0°06 9*€OT 
4°26 C1c6 G* 19 2°69 €°06 9°99 T°06 
9°OL Cro 2°99 S* 4g T°98 Ce S*9s 
L°9 o*€9 4°99 6°49 Z°98 Sob) L°QS 
9°61 €*0g T°06 S*9Q 9°S9 entra! ota 
Z°66 T2060) $°T6 L° Lg 9°99 Caak L°9L 
2° SQ 0° 2g L°té 6°69 0°68 L°Sh 6°LL 
9°29 G°S9 9°T6 0°69 O°Té Loe 4°29 
Lo¥L ered S°96 9° 6 T*19 6°29 €*99 
0°+9 0°09 T*Té €°69 a7c9 eee! | Fad AS 
¥*°h9 €*E9 6°99 o°S8 S*el 6°91, S*t9 
GO) 2°99 9°06 0° 68 0°28 Toh 4°29 
T°6S 0°6S €*0g L“6L 6°91 o-EL 4°95 
2°6S 9°SS €°0g T*TQ Lea: ages 6°15 
L's 978 LS) 69] S*Ol 1*69 6°95 
6° cv €*07 o*sh L*Sh 1°69 £29 Les 
6°29 €*T9 T°06 O°Té Z°99 6°SL g°e9 
9° 8 ¥*6L 9°G6 9°96 0°68 €*96 6°09 
T*46 4*99 y° fol S* VOT 2°96 2°SOT 4°99 
9°92T 9° OTT 9° 90T 6° LOT £°66 S*fOT 6°98 
a1 (ao: oe ee a) ie See ee 
OIN} THING Se ee _Tequeny rede 


*soin3tjy Teuty (J) 
*puet} Snsued 0F posTtasy (Pp) 


a A NN GI A SE CIA RR: IE I I LE IEE LE ECE SI TE LE TC A a ES 


a 


9° +9 see eeeovenr Areniqgeg 
2°79 SUAGP Si AA A Axvenuer 
OV6L 
te e@e0ev8tesnee Jaques aq 
y*o6 eaeeteveoane JequsaoN 
9° O0T seeccccres 1I8q0190 
47°68 eeesaeee9 Jeque zdes 
€*T9 Rigiere alpisie-eters qysn3ny 
rey a Pr a or pire Atnug 
G°Sh sili anil ll shea eunr 
b®-4o} a a i ae Kay 
O°vl eeneeosteoeeoess Ttady 
9°S9 @eeteoevsete te YoIBii 
6toL 
9°79 ereee ovf7 Ssaenageg 
70S cress 6F6T ‘Asensge gs 
g° Ls reese OFéT “Areniqeg 
9°gs jf crrts LE6t *Arenagqeg 
9°15 eeses OFéT SAzenagey 
yeyG feeres SCéT SAzenages 
6° 9S eeees 4EET * kTenIgeyg 
S°6% severe CesT SAreniqeg 
[*29 ereee ceeT SAreniqey 
6°SL coors TEST SAteniqeg 
0°€9 reese OC6T SAtenigeg 
9°T9 eoeve E26t ‘Areniqey 
“yf ayuoW pue zeex 


| 
‘ 
a RE 
= SS Ee 


—_ 


bs 
* at 
, “yg 
ts ¢ 
° 
’ . 
- ie" 
a ‘ 
t an * 
t ‘ ’ * 
7 | :, 
a 
‘ 
r 


pn, a 
Tee ee 
. ie 
> ay 
. reirn 4 
' on 
bY =’ 
° ) t 
Ee hee oe 
“ 5K 
= » 
y fo 
x * 
poet i 
" ’ 
nay 
rene Spee 


+ » ‘ 
wa 
i 
* ny - 
’ a) 
& 
ee ' 
i . 
* * , 
if I 
4 . x 
‘ 
z r 
4 > 4 
W) 
ae oe 
+ e* @ 
— 
* oe 
: 
‘ ? 
; a . 
‘ 
* * 
, - 4 
U . 
. . 
‘ . 


ow 

av 
. 

© 


as «xe 
~T 
é ' 
nO 
1 vs) 
“% 
ares aE 
+ sas 
sth: 
escola 


) me 
i 
’ 
‘ * 
n 
« 2 
ees 
7 * 
4 
i 4 
1 
* 
, » 
. 
: 
‘ 
“rs 
* . : 
. 
‘s . . 


a 
ve tet 
* 
. 
4 


~ 
A iy ; 
> x y> 
e 8: ©: 
yr 4 tT 
ms fF 
pppenita sommes he ‘ 
” ws 


way 4 


. 

. * 

€ % 

% * 

* t 

* % 
” 

. + 

. 


\ 
v Wi, 
" 

1 © 
. ‘ 
hs: We 
KS * 
4 


a 
* 
5 N 
; 
a a 
5 
Law 
: 
4 ’ 
. 
e 
j 
* 
{ 
Reeteiesi 
& 


no 


Lee me te i ee 
« Pw 
p~ A 4 a 
¥s 8, 1%. 
hot vos 
ot) Gr ta 
‘=~ bee 
| escent ener y+ 
a 
a XS 
% * . 
we at ee 
: . Z 
rt : 
rt) : % 
* x» & ‘ 
ay > “se 
. . : 
hoy fom 
valine Ve tena 
4, a % 
ene Prt Me 
? 4 4 a 
ify % tn <iv 
> LID FY oe 
j=: 
sunt or een col 
i iE cx 
4“ .d a ” 


* 


* 


* ’ 
* . 
wt 
* ¥ 


“ es 
eo a 
« e 


es 


e 


= 
t% : 
’ } 
: 
, 4 
tay 9 
‘. ‘ 
{ ‘ 
ale - 
5 oF 
} : 


‘ 

I No 
: 
fs 
' ' 
’ 

; 


*soinsty [Teuty (5) 
*puoJl4y snsuso 04 posTasy (P) 


Os eS Se eee 


@eeeaees Azenige sg 
Ceeceseve Axenuer 


es 


Ser ae OvéT 


oa 

() 

° 

MN 

& 

{ fo 


(3) 1°66 e°66t | 62502 |} 9°99 I°k9 | 0°69 || (2)0%9 2°S6 (x) 22°€6 €°40 7 coseeses requeoeg 
gees €° Zot GCG 1 OS 00 a- 6° 69 o°t9 4°29 o°gl wee 4 0°99 0°98 7°69 2oceecs2 Jequeraon 
g°v0T . 9°vOT | T°toT || 97499 «| 9°49 6°49 igo 0°48 ce si) 6 06 POU | 2) COT |e eae ee 
L°96 Oreo <1 G96 — l= €8z9 5 1 a289 v°S9 L°S9 oo 3L Veh Oyo ao ae) oe Orr eeoscee requogdeg 
Oem ep | | 1S Ft eS Ok ie) fees G95 = — -L2t6 | vor6 | L566 ee EEE ee ee 
0°56 0°56 teen ee ery ey, 07 Gen eee te be eG fete ee ee ee 
9°56 b°gé | ee ee oe ee Gs eg OFS ey ee 0 0 Oe 
ee eee et ee 
9°46 ETI ee) aia ee Oba Spe ea el eee ee BS De ee ne Oe Pe es ee ee 
£° 99 eb esos a 09 2 fe OS, a) = GebG DE es oe) on a ee ee ede ee ee ee 
| | : | i i i : cEet 
| : , | 
BO" ce eee ay Dee ae ae Se ie ee 0) CPi POO OP bee 1-0" G6 Beem ea oes oper ‘frenaqeg 
£768 eee Oa, 0G y | F805 0" S pedo ist os She Es 5 Oy) Ga bee aes 
9° cb DS ers as ls Se ee eet Le ee eee erro = OTS eee e908 | fost fy oi] S22" gear 
Byzé | 6%99- | 9°29 C9. 3 Be Oe tang et ee a er | eee Sl eee 
6° 2g E°6S =) 8°99 S92 1 BOG 1-505 rem SO ech de Geb Oe ha bk PEt eee 9€6T “Aseniges 
7°59 sR Bee ees a aie ee a ees ears ee ee ee a eo eS ee eee neoe GE6T *Arenaqeg 
5° 6h Oe ee a ee eh ee SOE Ges a Ps me ee | en ee ee oe ee eee PEST SArenaqey 
1°68 CASO RE ie | Cae © aS ee ie fe. ° ak am ek Nh ass ay Sree a 6S ee | eee ey eee ee Set Sate beet tals a see Efot *Arenigeg 
5° 6Q Peer ea 9 669 19-0 49 sete ee ec elaee AE pee aes eee he) agy Mle or ong tC og Cea Aaa 
6°66 Bee hp GeE9 1 ak He Coens Seb) OF EO <1) 7°06 : G° 99 : yo G6. - >) «G89 6°65 0009 TEST ‘ Avenageg 
f° 90T 9°OL | Boe i 8 ROT. F SHOT = 2756 PO! O06 We G00 2) ap OtgO] a eae | 9889 a Cee ‘Arenigeg 
OP Ger 8°88 | «SPs 9°9TT ae ar Gace Soon SP toe] Gort f c°tcl 1 veg Cbd poe? 626T ‘Arenigey 
. : 


a a Se ee a a ee 


cues a e AaB DOS ae SaanainT Ganamnael S ee SSeS pt ne a Saas aos aoe ee Gane ee seer sores omer Sa se ee em sr i ae Sti (ein ars sr lace rs Th = 
2) a : YT 4 O eae! eae s es. ce (meee i 4) of aes GLUOT] pus veoh 
, ADOTIBA Hy (p)squeine sey iF (Dorp eY pue oTtsnii oTeMpIeY i 


6 ak ee ee ee em: $e AS SES 
= > SDN eS er ao se. ae : = = 


Siar) Sesser eS ei es Frc eat ee 
Re or pe a Se == 


= 


Os 


2 ee. ee ee Oe oe ee Se ee 


*suUOTTBTIBA TeUOSesc pue sfkeq ssoutsng jo sequnN soz peysn{py °9 
*sKeq ssoutsng jo JequnN Joy pezyoedtog °g *poysnf{peug *y 


OOT = O€46T HOU ADVUTAY) - SHIVS TIVIGY JO SUFEMAN YONI 


—— 


- 6 = 
UNADIUSTAD INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES--(AVERAGE FOR 1936 © 100) 


| ~~ sieiesicianrgs adic Se pare a oo es 
I Maritime Prairie 
Jear and Month i CANADA | Provinces Provinces 


February, 1936 26 }} 
February, 1937 os 
Mebruary, 1930 oo | 


February, 1940 90 


September oeco0 
MC pODOM cavodce 

November ssoovn 
| December 298009 
i540 oir 
January povoege 
February ocaaoe | 
4 Change, | 
February, i940 
CE seein LO39 
Wi Change, 


Jans ~Febs. p80 
Jan, ~Febo. g 1737 | 


Pe are | {ere tzy 2 Serres Sere —— 


ebrusry, 1936 oo | 
February , LOST so 
February, 1938 oo 

i 


dD go ff 


Lemme) 


i 
February , 
Webruary, i940 o« i 
H1VQ2 ee 
1937. i. pee 
| September secoe 11054 
BeGeURE Acca pp i 131,0 
MOVeENDOF po6»06 118 42 
December ogooan ti 
1940 Bie a i 
t 
| 
} 


PaMVvary conacyo | 


168.4(f)} 210.3 


13.00 94,0 
February vovoaor 


67.69 (re 


if Change, 


February, | i2e0 Hi 20.2 +32 04 +2025 
February, 1939 i 

fo Change , fF 

|) Jang-Feb., 1940 ji +13.6 421,49 +150 
Jan.-Febo, woe il | 


Ptr ee fares ares nt hast erence ners or eee ~ 


_Grocery and Meat Stores 


Mebruary, 1936 a. ff 9935 | (a) 9509 
February, 1937 so } 96.9 (a) 101.4 
February, 1938 55 } 102.e1 | (a) 102 22 
Mebruary, 1939 oc } 100.9 (a) 84.45 
Webruary, 1940 o¢ } 114.52 | (a) 110,2 
hee, 

September soooe 12307 (a) 124 92 

October osoovces , 10905 (a) 10745 
November Lovone i 111.9 (a) 107.8 
WDecomber ssnc00 || 136.3(f)} (a) 12944 
| A Sree 

JANVaAry seacoae it Lid 42 (a) 104,0 
eiery paconc || 1402 | <a) 110,2 
% Change, i 

February, 1940 41392 | (a) 130 at 
: February, 1939 4 | 
fo} Change, 4 it H 

Wan,-Feb,, 1940} +126 { (a) 427 09 

Jano-Feb,, 3935 | | ue 
(a) FL Se Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid ‘disclosing: individual 

operations, (c} Includes men's furnishings. (?) Final figures, 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES--(AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100) 


February, 76.0 18,2 
February, 1937 « 76.1 18.9 
February, 1938 .. 1 eee 80.8 
February, 1939 e- 68.6 TO 
February, 1940 .. 83.0 85.7 
¥ . 
September eeoee 120.6 120.0. 
October eeccene 161.9 10056 
November sesees 128.7 11236 
December ssvece YW ke 177.9 
. oC 
January eeseevs 82,8 80.5 
February esveece 83.0 85.47 
% Change, 
February, 1940 a ea +1323 
| February, 1939 
% Change, A 
_ Jan,-Feb., 1940 +2046 + Fo7 


Jan.-Febe, 1939 


a 1936 os 


68.7 

february, 1937 «os 10,46 
february, 1938 es 77.8 
february, 1939 ee 7903 
February, 1940 oe. 91.4 
1232. | 
_ September oye. 111.3 
October coeceee 111.7 
| November wesceos Pe 

December sovvve 267.3 
L240 
| January secoeee 81,2 

me orruary evecane 91.4 
; Change, 

February, 1940 +1563 


February, Lg 3? 


] -Drug Stores - 
february, 1936 o6 92 42 87.4 98.0 
"ebruary, 1937 o. 98,3 92.8 107.1 
‘ebruary, 1938 .. 94,1 9267 99 42 
"ebruary, 1939 o- 98.6 99.9 a Fela 
february, 1940 ». 104.4 107 69 112.3 
L 
Mey tenbe: anaes 108.3 107 »7 104.9 
Dcotober secsone 12261 108.5 10330 
November ssceee 108.9 110,8 AIS 
December seeves 146, .8(f) 166.43 133.1 
(940 
“Tanuary .esesee |] 106.0 10944 111.6 
_ February cesers 104.4 107.9 112.3 
f Change, 
February, 1940 + 6,0 + 8,0 + 065 
February, 1939 — ea) iak 
$ Change, 
- Jany-Feb., 1940 + 6,1 +10,2 + 3.6 


Jan.-Feb., 1939 


‘f) Final figures. 
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All other departments, total ceesoesecaeresegrore 


a Bim 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN BY SELECTED D 
FEBRUARY, 1939, AND FEBRUARY, 1940 


(Based on sales of 19 firms) 


19 ° 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ,eavcacsecenres 


13,401,689 


Women's dresses, coats and suits eesovrecscsevcce 1,031,754 


® 


Girls' and infants’ wear pomesbeseessoeecsnbeces 


293,612 
Hosiery and gloves ceerereccoerrecnecceceseegoes 


554,186 


604,859 


lingerie and corsets eeseensenveccecregreorssees 


110,667 


Millinery cesecevcgnsssoveseges ds stoseerevessece 
Women's and children's apparel © (Total, 1-5) ¢. 


Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings seeeaece 1,182,492 


Drugs and toilet articles and preparations eesee 541,524 


1,200,232 


Piece goods eee ee bed (d0 bos oo 0b.04 00530000 0d0b006 


5634467 


Smallwares TTP PETTTTETIVITTTTTYTYTT TLL ieay tT Ty) 


1,637 ,023 


Food and kindred products peeeeseseoeetecesesee® 


Furniture (including mattresses, springs) seseee 1,019,521 


Home furnishings 00h snc creeseggeccrereoesgeceeese 1,002 ,073 


Household appliances and electrical supplies ee. 431,448 


512,268 


Hardware and kitchen utensile egescceansecseegers 


Radios, musical instruments and supplies seceure 254,245 


Shoes and other footwear COROSSH HSE KDSHHHORSEHVHGCD 720,531 


255 4649 


Stationery, books and magazines eegeovsecerecgnes 


1,503,548 


45,780,555 


February 
194 


1,223,509 


354,005 


592,166 


741,751 


130,782 


1,413,762 


516,147 


1,514,334 


663,161 


1,770,158 


1,238,724 


1,308,699 
482 ,592 
638,910 
279,621 
866,269 
268,507 


1,747,458 


+ 18,2 
_+ 16,0 
+ 19,6 
+ 6,44 
+ 26.2 
tL Tet 
+ 8,1 
+ 21.5 
+ 30,6 
+ theo 
+ 24.67 


+ 10,0 


+ 16,2 


bee u 
’ ae Nee oe S 
Oh [ant ONE Mas Son acetate SOR a ARR 8 
NEES 
~ ¥ ‘ ts « 4» _ 
Ae 8 he J vee ~ 2 Aor. ~ 7 
orev aiee titi tnt - 
° ~% 
Ao 
? on ae ee oh nen ae ee 
a 49 a? *~ te ot, hee eR ae Sgdly cee ceed BEES CECT ie, ee ieadina stb ~—t 
2 io vy So et emp are ores ou a ™ . 
Z ’ ce ~e * eng oe tens 
ees heii . . 7 —— . 
» tee EN sy tee " 
“ony . + 
7 ‘ 7 
ei ET " 
* ‘ , Z y a ree . ra ey * cv " ’ 
yt ' e: « ‘ 
2 : : 
a 5 Cnt katy . er « ; ; ‘ 
‘ ae ee : 
a6 5 
is e On) Aa . . x . es Bog te, «° 
= 
Caer oe Oe ee el ae Pee tito og 9g e' 599°) mtee >. 
sa Pa Wed ¥ 
{ ? H 
‘ 
' Pte +2 ¢ CP ae 9 O 6 8 MM Bi Da Oa GPa? tia use Bo 
i ‘ 7 
ea aloe gat ye a Ne 5° . a tiy? aA? at ne tia we! et ee cat 
3 ees ne +) . , 
ae . . ay ¢ go ée9 4 Viet 4 
< . ¥ . ? al ca 
Cie Cs toe an mee 
é * 2 & 3, 
-@ Vk ae} 
a 
v 
Be Ut, a tieia chub eke re Se ee ee Lae . & eat fe 
ee a ee Ce ee Ce esr pet re ee 
, 
, 
; . 
J ‘ ; ote eee ae tk se CAR Oe Le RP we §: i 
t ’ 
‘ ‘ . $ 
: wesw ay ‘ 
« ds so RRC eh awe meas te eemh eoe etree een ste 
. 
- = 4 ARN ey, 
E : et oe eterno te te ei Be 
. 
i, 13% 
‘ 3% 
i. 
4 é 
‘ ‘ 
C y 
j 
¢t ha a a ae oe 


gee WR ae ime eM ag eae P| 4 @ 


Oe SAP Cee tek a ee thea es bc 


oa 
La 
CANADA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH 
Vou LO Ho.3 


“MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES 
IN 
CANADA 


| i MARCH 1940 


Published by Authority of the HON. W.D. EULER, M.P., 


Minister of Trade and Commerce. 
+++ 


OTTAWA 
1940 


Price $1 a year Single copies 10 cents 


ee 


Table of Contents 


SS A SD 


bg Summary of Retail Sales in Canada, March, 1940 oeCR eR MRHe AE CHO HEORARH ROBE 


2, Gomparisons of Retail Sales in Canada for larch, 1940, 
with Sales in Related Months, by Kind of Business ceoscveasvoevece 


3. Index Numbers of Retail Sales in Canada (Unadjusted, Adjusted 
for Differences in Number of Business Days and Adjusted 
for Seasonal Variations) 
(a) General Index, Boot and Shoe Stores, Candy Stores, 
Men's Clothing Stores and Women's Clothing Stores seecesevernotvocan 


(ob) Department Stores, Drug Stores, Furniture Stores 
and Grocery and Meat Stores Pee eRe HE SS HOHHRTHSHHRESH HOR EOTESRHT HH HHHHHOOS 


(c) Hardware Stores, Music and Radio Stores, 
Restaurants and Variety Stores Wl elexghaverotevateinqniebce sch 4) 06 /9cularele mussaunre tenuate 


4, Index Numbers of Retail Sales in Canada by Economic Divisions 
(a) Men's Clothing Stores, Women's Clothing Stores 
and-.Grocery and Meat Stores esceccavesonsceeneccrsboeesrenegeesaenes 


(bo) Department Stores, Variety Stores and Drug Stores seccssecseecsnuens 


5, Department Store Sales in Canada, by Selected Departments, 
March, ives and March, 1940 PP OCHRHOHHH OHHH PAE HEE HHEH HR EHO OHO HOHE 


Published by Authority of the HON. W.D. EULER, M.P. 
Minister of Trade and Commerce 


a ae 


a eee 


= 


SSA ST Or ee eS 9 eee 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH 
OTTAWA, CANADA 


lbminion Statistician: : Rel, Cobbs, Lu.D.; FoRySals) Davos (Hor, ) 
nief, Internal Trade Branch: Herbert Marshall, B.A., F.S.S. 


vatistician: A.C, Steedman, B.A, 


MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES, MARCH, 1940 


Retail trade in Canada continued to show improvement over last 

ar, composite sales figures for twelve lines of business for March, 1940, recording a 
hin of 14 per cent over March a year ago. March sales were also 16 per sent higher 
nan sales in February, 1940, Although the increase over March, 1939, is approximately 
i @ par with gains shown for the first two months of 1940 over the corresponding months 
f last year, it must be considered comparatively moderate in view of the concentration 

> Easter business in March this year whereas the effect of Haster trade was almost 
B oietoly centered in April a year ago, Unadjusted indexes (an the base 1930 equals 
10) stood at 82.9 for March, 1940, 72.9 for March, 1939 and 71,2 for February, 1940, 


| The general index of retail sales, adjusted for differences in num 
br of business days and for normal seasonal variations, continued in a downward direct- 
m, a course which it has maintained for the past three months. The index for March, 
N40, at 83,3, compares with 84.5 for February, 86.2 for January, 87.5 for December, 
139, and 76,2 for March a year ago. Unfavorable weather prevailing in most parts of 
mada during March was effective in curtailing some Haster buying which would otherwise 
ive been done, 


Cumulative indexes for the first quarter of the current year reveal~ 
an increase of 14 per cent in the general index of retail sales over the same period 
' 1939, Variety store sales in the first three months were up 23 per cent over last 
var, while the gain in department store sales in the same comparison amounted to 15 per 
mt. Men's and women's clothing store sales increased 20 and 17 per cent respectively, 
ith boot and shoe store sales 21 per cent higher. Improvement in household lines ranged 
hom 15 to 19 per cent, and grocery and meat store sales were up 13 per cent, 


| Tnereases were recorded for March this year over last in all lines 
P retail trade ee which statistics are available. Candy store sales were more than 
buble last year's figures, Easter business being an important factor in this comparison, 
les of boot and shoe stores were 25 per cent higher. Furniture store sales were up 16 
yr cent, while gains in sales of hardware and music and radio stores amounted to 13 and 
| per cent respectively. 


One of the smaller increases was that shown for department stores 
tere the gain over March, 1939, amounted to only 9 per cent, Sales in Ontario were up 
tly 5 per cent as Beate ae with an average increase of 19 per cent for the two precade= 
hg months over the same period a year ago, Quebec sales were 9 per cent greater, while 
wins of 11 and 12 per cent were recorded for the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia 
bspectively, Sales in the Maritime Provinces gained 22 per cent over March, 1939, The 
immary of department store sales by departments showed average improvement of ll per’ 
ont in March, 1940, over March, 1939. The figures used in this summary do not repre= 
ymt sales of the complete raha covered in the index of department store sales; this 
rcounts for a large portion of the difference between the comparisons for the two 
ries, Increases occurred in sales of all departments, but there bias a wide range in 
ne degree of pay OY ener shown for the various lines. Sales of men’s clothing gained 
} per cent, but women's clothing sales were only 9 per cent higher and boot and shoe 
tiles, 11 per cent. Sales of radios and musical instruments showed the highest gain 
¥th an advance of 24 per cent. Furniture sales were up 18 per cent, home furnishings 
Mined 17 per cent, but sales of household appliances and hardware dobermans recorded 
ily moderate increases of 10 and.5 per cent respectively, Sales of the food depart~ 
nt, chiefly representing sales of groceries and meats, gained 12 per cent. 


Variety store sales were 36 per cent higher in March, 1940, than in 
eh a year ago. Sales in the Maritime Provinces were up 47 per cent oa a gain of 35 
rr cent was recorded for the Prairie Provinces. Increases in other regions were con= 
wstent, sales being up 28 per cent in both Quebec and Ontario and 25 per cent in 
titish Columbiae 
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Men’s and women's clothing store sales were up 28 and 22 per cent 
respectively for the Dominion as a whole, Continued pronounced increases in the hiari- 
time Provinces featured the regional comparisons for both groups, Men's clothing store 
seles in the Maritime Provinces were up 55 per cent. Inereases in other sections of 
the country were as follows: Ontario, 31 per cent; Quebec, 26 per cent; British 
Columbia, 20 per cont and the Prairie Provinces, 13 per cent, In the women's clothing 
store group also, figures for the Maritimes were more than 50 per cent above last year's 
| figures, while a gain of 30 per cent occurred in British Columbia, Sales were up 25 
| per cent in the Prairies, 20 per cent in Ontario and 14 per cent in Quebec, 


Increases reported in sales of grocery and meat stores over March, 
1939, corresponded closely with gains recorded in the two previous months of 1940 over 
the same months last year. The index of sales for Canada showed a gain of 13 per cent. 
Major increases occurred in Western Canada, sales in British Columbia being up 31 per 
cent and the Prairie Provinces, 29 per cent, Gains in Ontario and Quebec were 10 and 9 
per cent respectively, 


; Seales of drug stores in Canada averaged 4 per cent higher in March, 
1940, then in March, 1939. The only outstanding increase in this group was in the Mari- 
time Provinces, where sales were 16 per cent higher, In other sections, gains held 
within © narrow range, with improvement of 6 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, 3 per 
cent in Ontario, 2 per cent in Quebec and 1 per cent in British Columbia being recorded, 


Returns from a representative sample of jewellery stores in Canada 
showed sales 35 per cent higher in March, 1940 than in the same month a year ago. 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1939 and 1940, by Kinds of Business 


eee March, 1940 ‘oy 
; + or - per cent Cumulative 
compared with Indexes 
Kind of Business ; 
March February {| Jan,-Moar., 1940 
1939 1940 Jan. -hior, 


General Index sesesesnseveeoes + 1307 + 14,2 
Boots and Shoes seseeseesseses + 24,8 ‘ 21.4 
Candy sesvuseccesocvcsecevenes +114,4 + S148 
BMECLOthing oi .eccecscvects + 2141 F 2003 
Women's Clothing ssevesesccces + 21,8 + 17-1 
Departmental ce reeeeeercceenes + Gel t 1563 
| ere re reer rere Ped eR Fa 
Furniture pase neeoneenereences i 15,6 ‘i 18.7 
Groceries and Meats sevseecees + i3el r 12,8 
Hardware sssssccassepeecenecce + 12,6 + 1542 
Music and REGALO sesecossacvecs + 10,2 + 17.9 
Restaurant Caen ev erererceerere 7 6,0 a 8.5 
Variety Ae eee + 3507 tie 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX un NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES--(AVERAGE FOR t 1936 = 100 


a 


een eteocaaeseateeteaaendoniereioesn cbc sutton em ne ae 
Bee. eee le a nasi, Prairie British 
Year and Month (uatl CANADA _ Provinces uebec Ontario Bee Oras Provinces Columbia 


Department Stores 


ee ' - errs ecm we re eee 
March, 1936 seecssses 83.3 79.4 83,8 80.3 84,5 
March, 537 ecosnesen 94,3 Bis 4 Tie 5 91,4 99.4 
Ms LOIS ce to 5 00 6.0 88.6 (be 88 .4 84,3 90.6 
ech, TaD Tae a'e't.s 87.5 72 46 88.8 82 .6 92.6 
March, 1940 a eres cee 88, 8 Paar 92.0 103.4 
1939. oe : 
OORT 5s v5.s 4-680 os 134.4 1252 12 0e3 161.9 ees 
November cecccsccee 125.9 13159 126.1 12047 2226 
DSCOMDOT - se siccie veces Thy eat 207.6 198,2 Le Te? 177.0 
1940 vee 
January seseesesece 85.6(f) 86.6 84.6 82.8 80:,5 
SURETY lisrule slvinlsis'e's 86 4 86.0 86.9 83.0 85.9 
Te oy kk wks s ie 95.5 88.8 93.1 92.0 1034 
; Change, 
Perch 2940 iy csiecee's + 9,1 422.3 + 4,8 +11.4 +11,.7 
_March, 1939 
) | Change, 
Jan,-March, 1940 +153 429.8 +1327 +17 a1 +10,5 
| Jon,-March, 19 39 
k ie Variety Stores 
men, 1936 sus ese ae 1223 64.5 (Ae 7404 O9%5 72 20 
ORT hs lile oie 88.5 83.6 89.9 89.3 86.0 I3e0 
M1938) pee ee yes ee es: 78.4 718.4 16.5 84,1 
89 hii k ses ee 716.9 70.4 83.4 74.5 70.8 8743 
Br 1940) % va une ose 104.4 103.8 106.8 95.1 9502 109.3 
BELONEY eae snuvecs 112.3 111.6 118.5 106.9 10054 14147 
WNOVemMbCr .eccesocce o23 04 118.9 116.4 109.2 117.9 11542 
MDOCEMDEL oesecscees 228.8 251.5 2203 273 96 223.42 26743 
340 heceee 
BEPSUELY Gessner vees 74.5 73.9 79.8 1263 68.2 81,2 
MP ODPURTY cececveces 605 10h) 1h 8541 76.8 76.9 91.4 
i. 4 sg"s 4,4 0,9 v0 104.4 103.8 106.8 Togl 9502 109.3 
| Change, ae 
Merch. 1940 ivsenes 13 eel +47.4 4+28,1 +27 07 +3445 +25 92 
“March, 1939 
| Change, 
)Jan.-March, 1940 . $0948 $32.4 421,42 419.2 +23,8 esi pal 
Jan,-NMarch, 1939 . SP EE YS 
Me Drug Stores 
SE Cee 92.0 100.5 94,6 Bonn 90g7 
BE, 1937 co see rece 109.0 110.5 | { 101.5 
Iirch, 1938 seeevesee 102.9 109.6 i 104.3 
M1939 de deaisccis 105.1 118.7 103.5 
MEY 1940 vocaseess Lae 121.5 104.8 
Be onox veeeeeecees 108.5 113.6 116.4 
MVOMDOY savoececes 110.28 Tie 10365 
MEPCOMDCY sr ccevece 166.3 133.1 U51el 
40 aa ; 
January en ceeesteon 109.4 LLke 3 105.0 
MEDPUSTY secncssess 109.1 112.4 101.1 
BE ie ben's pwieees 122 43 121.5 104,8 
hChange, | 
March, 1940 .sscece +164 + 2.4 + 1.3 
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Jan ,-March, 1939. 


) Final figures. 


Hen; -larch, 1940 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DSPARTMENTS 
MARCH, 1939, AND MARCH, 1940 


(Based on sales of 18 firms) 


EE | SE I NE | a RE 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTUENTS .....scseceseseeesof| 15,588,572 | 17,324,209 


i. Women's dresses, coats and suits seesoceseevcesoel! 1,740,817] 1,804,225] + 3.6 
2, Girls’ and infants! ae Miata ack Wie ead RIS ee fe ove Gs 424,283 Leb yy peip one ae bs Pew 
3. Sn OTN GVO UE LIVOSE J.als g hiip b:4.d.0/cinibe ee ke tS oe weet 683 , 326 796,701 | + eis 
4 Lingerie and corsets oer eens eee ern ce ceseeeneees 664,891 723,050 | + 8,7 
ee iets Sse s'so'omsir vigen céesdyeeseees||)(273;287 ||| 345,068 | Hns8,3 


86 564 | 


6, Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1a ae fy Ae od 


Te Men's and boys' clothing and TUPHESHINES 6.c'eseeelt 1,559,491.1 1,838,620 | + 17,9 
3, Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ....e. 509,501 ST USie te Lewes 
9. Piece goods LA Aaa ine SN LOLs TAT | We254y732 1 ey ook 
». Smallwares ge Sees 564,609 619,651] + 9.7 
i, Beer end kindred products yvgescseosssveecssbsvectl 157774330 1,990,965 | + 11,5 
, ae (including mattresses, springs) ssesese 756,124 893,045 | + 18.1 
Ne MOMENT Te DINLE sp isis eles su ssie pack Gutee s votnn a 0 bole P05 ,COpui e oa SU + 17.2 
Ie Household appliances and electrical supplies es. Leo 448,634 | + 9.6 


585,763 GIG O72 bre 68 


is Hardware and kitchen utensils ees | 


Ye Radios, musical instruments and SUPDLIGE Veins, seo 0's 2 4243 268 ,242 Tiejeo8 


"6 Shoes and other footwear ate A ae tLe OES Ce lia Ld 1,156,366 15284:,157 “rr Liat 


}. Stationery, books and MAZAZINCS covscsessesevcgne 


246,023 267 508.) im | Oye 
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1,753,747 | 1,902,430 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES, APRIL, 1940 


) Increased sales in nine of the twelve lines of retail trade included in 
‘this monthly survey more than offset declines registered in three groups, with the result 
ithat the general index of sales gained 6 per cent in april, 1940, over the corresponding 
month of 1939, While this increase is smaller than those recorded in earlier months of 
the current year over the same months of 1939, it must be remembered that the occurrence 
of Easter in April of 1939 and in March this year is an important factor affecting this 
comparison, Unadjusted indexes (onthe base 1930 equals 100) stood at 86,6 for April, 
1940, 81,7 for April, 1939, and 83.2 for March, 1940, 


| 


| Cumulative indexes for the first four months of 1940 showed an increasé 

of 12 per cent in the general index of retail sales over the same period of last years 
Improvement in household lines ranked among the most prominent; music and radio store 
sales being up 23 per cent; furniture store sales, 17 per cent, and hardware store salos, 
14 per cont, Varioty store sales were 16 per cont higher, while department store sales 
rocordod an advance of 14 per cont, jn increase of 8 per cont in restaurant receipts and 
of 4 per cont in drug storo sales were tho lewost recorded in this comparison, Incrcases 
in other lines, including clothing, grocery and meat, and candy stores, ranged from 1l to 
14 por cont, 

| A 28 per cent gain in sales of music and radio stores in april, 1940, ovor 
April a yoar ago, continuing the outstanding advances shown for this group in provious 
months of 1940, was higher than that recorded for any other kind of business, Furniture 
and hardware store sales wero both 14 por cont higher than in April, 1939, Restaurant 
receipts gained 7 per cent, Boot and shoo store sales wore down slightly from april, 
1939, tho 3 per cent drop for this group being in sharp contrast to tho pronouncod gains 
recorded in carlicr months, Candy store salos in april, 1940, declined 42 por cent below 
April a yoar ago, the loss being duc to the difforence in tho datos of Easter in the two 
yoars, 


| Department store sales reported a gain of 10 por cent in April over the 
corresponding month last year, Sales in the Maritimo Provinces were up 15 per cent, 
while an increaso of 12 per cent occurred in both Quebce and Ontario, Tha increase in 
the Prairic Provinces amounted to & per cont, but a gain of only 3 per cen} was reported 
for British Columbia, Combined sales of those firms whose figures are uso! in the com- 
Pilation of the summary of department storo sales by departments wero 9 pod cont higher 
then in april, 1939, Sales of household lines recorded the most sizeable gains, with 
increases as follows: 26 per cent for houschold appliancos, 22 per cent for redios and 
musical instruments, 19 por cent for home furnishings, 18 por cent for furniture and 17 
per cent for hardware, Sales of mon's and women's clothing were up 5 and 7 per cent 
respectively, and sales of boot and shoo departments also gained 7 per cent, Sales in 
food departments increased only 2 per cont, 


Variety store sales in Canada wore down 1 per cent below april last yoarg 
but the unfavorable comparison is no doubt partially due to the sonsitiveness of this 
type of business to Easter trade, Sales in the Maritime Provinces were 5 per cent 
higher, while a fractional gain was recorded in Quebec, Sales in Ontario were down 1 per 
cent, as were sales in British Columbia, Tho Prairic Provinces showed a decline of 6 por 
cont, 


Sales of men's and women’s clothing stores advancod 1 and 3 per cont rose 
pectively over April last year, Sales in the Maritime Provinces continued to show 
greater improvoment than in other regions, although the gains reported in the most rocont 
month did not approach the proportions of those occurring in the first three months of 
1940, In men's clothing store sales, there was improvement in April of 18 per cont in 
the Maritimo Provinces, 4 per cent in Queboe and 1 per cont in British Columbiag «4 do- 
Cline of 2 per cont occurrod in Ontario and sales fell off 8 por cent in tho Preirio 
Provinces, Womon's clothing store sales wero down in only the Prairio Provinces, whero 
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declino of 9 per cont was reported. Gains in othor soctions wero as follows: 15 por 


ont in the Maritime Provinces, 5 por cent in both Ontario and Quoboc, and 3 por cont 
n British Columbie, 


= a 5 or 


There was an incroase of 5 por cent in grocery and moat store salos in 
vanada in april, 1940, compared with April, 1939. Seles in all cconomic divisions wore 
Pigher this year, with tho wostern provinces recording most pronounced gains. British 
Polumbia salos were up 25 por cent, while sales in the Prairic Provincos were 15 por 
sent higher. Gains in Qucbec and Ontario amounted to 1 and 3 por cont respectively. 


: Drug store sales in Canada during april were only fractionally higher 
then in april last yoar. Thoso sections of tho country which reported increased sales 
Were as follows: Maritime Provinces and British Columbia, 6 per cent; Quebec, 5 por 
sent, and Ontario, 2 por cont, & doclino of 12 por cent occurred in the Prairie 
Provinces. 


Sales of a nas nina casmsiceie of ‘einai aa in Canada were 23 


Comparison of Rotail Sales in Canada, for 1939 and 1940, by Kinds of Business 


wg il wk. April, 1940 
{ | + or - por cont Cumulative 


Kind of Business comparcd with Indexes 
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April March Jan,-spr., 1940 

1930 1939 1940 Jan Horie 930 
General Index veveseoes | - 19.5 + 6.0 + 4,1 ae i 
Boots and Shoes e.eoses Spi 5) ah Rese + 32.6 + 11.2 
ae th elnalew foxes - 65,0 - 42,3 alg 0 + 12.8 
Me 6 Clothing .cccces - 45.3 + 0.6 ie ed + 13.9 
Mnen's Clothing veces ~ 26,2 + Ee) + 26,8 + 12,0 
Departmental be! - 23,0 ty A + 11.8 + 14.1 
Drugs vere eresneeereecs ~ 12,0 a er Og 3 at ee + 4,0 
Furniture .eseseseecees es: + 13-9 ae et + 16.6 
Groceries and Meats os. ssa ee Owed - 667 cs 10 8 
Hardware seseeseesesaes - 12.4 + 14.4 + 38,8 + 14.4 
Mieic and RadLO seveues ~ 4,1 HPT 60 + 24,1 + 2245 
Restaurant. sevssesseoes “13040 Ook mh tee see 
Variety oe 13 =i, Ong - 8.4 5 of 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES $o= (AVERAGE FOR 1936 = oo 


eee | Maritime | | Prairie British. 
Year and Month _ it CANADA - Provinces uebec Ontario Provinces Columbia 
costes Men's Clothing Stores(c) _ 
brit, 1936 eessccll 104.1 100,2 105.0 106.7 101.3 93.5 
ie 1937 seesee 108.7 9967 ae 109.3 105.6 9364 
pris 1938 seeeoel) 115.6 125.6 120.9 117.3 107 2 98.2 
i Ay Sue vee es 1033 100.1 100.3 102.5 105 5h 92 .8 

i 
‘November reeeitel 128.0 142.5 CLT 129.4 147.1 LL .5 
aie sovesoell 179.0 213.4 150.5 188.9 173.4 187.5 
! , ' 

January reeeeoeell 78.9 91.7 74.1 81.7 : 70.9 7904 
MeDruary sc ..cae 67 .8(f) oRg? 6592 - 68,4 61.5 67.8 
‘March ne erpeeeT| 90.8 110.8 88.2 91.4 85.2 86.8 
)April reeeoereeell 101.8 118.2 104.0 101.0 96.5 93.9 
Change, : wha 
mori? 1940 .... . 
eh ee + 0.6 #1841 + 3.17 ~ 165 - 8,2 + 1,2 
AChange, : 
Mes) Avril, 1940 413.9 437.3 413.8 +12 ,8 nthe Gay 


\Jan.-April, 1939 


i 
| 
| 


Women's Clothin Stores 


124.6 


ori, 1936 ..ccccfl 12624 

etl, 1937 socoesll 124.3 149.5 120.5 . 
rril, 1s eye Ee AN 137.8 147.4 133.5 132.2 
Me 1997 aoa. ys 125.5 | 12828 125.4 1324 
il, 1940 seoseefl 129.5 141.8 129.1 131.9 136.0 
Bebes ins 118.2 144.9 107.2 122.1 108.3 
\December serene 168.5 212.5 149.5 LiT26 156.8 
20 ' ' 
January Girsivede 14.5 95.8 63.6 1063 78.4 
‘February sb aeees 68.3(f) Toen 65.6 67.9 Toa 
MEG ad esas « are 10261 1 Wud: 86.8 oor 13563 
hpril hen 129.5 141.8 L297 131.9 136.0 
AChange, 
Napril, 1940 1940 ; 3 f } ( 
pri, 1939 1939 + 3.1 41561 + 4.7 ' Hee Pte) 
(Change, 

Jan.-April, 1940 +12 .0 4271 +1520 


Jan.-April, 19394; 


5 


aes : Grocery and Meat Stores 


9549 90.4 9247 


a Bee 260 (a) Vu Upon : 

Meer) io ta) | tidc7 109.1 11,2 La 
RIE Oty ST Fe (a) 120.48 119.9 108.1 114.4 
Writ, 1939 scccse | 19627 (a) 125.7 119.5 97.63 98.9 
i 1940 ieee 123.0 (a) Ane 123.5 111.5 123.6 
et ee 111.9 (a) 109.3 113.8 113.9 107.8 
Decenber Sentmec lb iene (a) 135.6 139.7 129.3 129.4 
Be esary Rouse 110.2 (a) | 12s 113.5 97.8 104.0 
February .......j!  114.1(f) (a) 116.9 115.9 104,3 110.3 
darch eoekteecoesne 131.8 (a) 13968 ae 119.0 Leos 
ME vsvses> soit | 123.0 (a) 20 123.5 111.5 123.6 
pithange , 
sprid, 1940 we../ 45,3 Cay OWL de dO + 3,3 +14.6 425.0 
‘April, 1939 | | Rue . 

b Shange, , 4 | s : . 
Ten,-April, 1940| +10 .8 | (a) +6.0 | nee AOS Hn We We 
Jan.-April, 1939}! pee ; | bs 


i Figures for the Maritime ereneoe are withheld to avoid disclosing individual 
operations. (c) Includes men's furnishings. (f) Final figures. 
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Year and Month CANADA Provinces Quebec Ontario Provinces Columbia 


Department ELores 


Sie i 9454 96.7 


april, 1936 ...ee, 
MAL, 193T ees ov 104,1 99.2 101.5 
si" 1938 seeees H 106.2 98.2 104,6 
Mri, 1939 seeegs 98.8 94.6 101.5 
ML lIA0 sence 110.5 101.9 104.5 
| November .wsceeee 126.1 TV pay L126 
| December .s.50., 198.2 AY Af 177.0 
L 
re uary seaeoens 84.6 82.8 80.5 
| February ....ee. 86.9 83.0 85.9 
MEMGrch ,essececns 95.2 93.0 103.5 
_ April se eveerens 110.5 101.9 104.5 
i Change, ; 
p Sbril. 1240 ..., +11,8 +767 + 3.0 
) April, 1939 | 
j Change, 
| Jan.-April, 1940 +13,.8 414.6 + 8.3 
| Jan.-April, 1939} é mvt, 2) t 
} | 7 . 
ES alle Variety Stores 
}pril, RoGCtea ees Hh Coe 3 Bafa 92.3 90.2 86.7 88.6 
ppril, 1937 sesve. | 89.0'" 83.1 94.3 88.3 89.4 89.3 
hprit, 1938 .....+/) 101,12 96.6 107.8 100.0 98.9 104.0 
Met) 1939 ses one | 96.4 92.1 104.1 93.0 92.6 102 .8 
Berid, 1940 .eceee 95.45 9652 104.3 91.8 86.8 1017 
i i 
November wecccee 113.4 118.9 PEGA Ti 0) 109.2 117.9 115.2 
| December ...0..-|} 228.8 251.5 220.1 223.8 223.42 267.3 
940 . coset : | 7 | 
i January eceeosee 74.5 1309 79.8 723 68.2 81.2 
} February ....... 80.1 1745 85.1 76.8 716.9 91.4 
: BATON ss cele set's 6 104.4(f) 103.9 106.9 Yolen 95.64 109.3 
PAPrIl wccoessece|l 9505 96.2 104.3 91.8 86.8 101.7 
| Change, 
Meprii, 1940 ....H - 0.9 + 4,5 + 0.2 =a *' 643 a dal 
April, 1939 
’ | Change, ’ 
Jans-hpril, 1940} 4 15,7 ! + 2304 + 14.6 + 12,8 + 14,1 + 21.7 


—Jan.-April, 1939}! 


Hpril, 1936 wesesc 9602 PeeT MURA GOT. «ie. | BG bUAMTLY Mogbeovral || gan 
Wpril, 1937 saree | OM 103.5 104.9 101.5 PN Moa. | oy 
BM este | toss. |), see testeval) ae |) aes 
pra ¢ e@e2oe08 e e+ * ° ® 
Mtl, 1940 .eescsf} 10741 j 210.9 : PBA EN) GMD leh gel 105.1 107.5 
Ea | : 
isvonver Persist, / LOSES 110.8 | 111.8 108.2 109.5 103.5 
. December ee o2ee ee : 146,8 166.3 Ae eee § 145.2 156.2 151.1 
ete , ; 

Be siny cvevesee} © 106.0 | 109.4 | cided 105.3 101.6 105.0 
February .....45 ee ae ee Mee a eee 

| March ®eeseeseogee HM WE uM ° ® 6 ® e 
Ee 207 lig) 1) 210.9 112.3 105.1 105.1 107.5 

hago et | | | | F “1.5 ! tiga 
| Z eoeae j fa + Pe) +L ~ Z . 
-Epril, 1939 eee Vice ah ile | | 
| Chenge, | 

Jens-hprin, 1940/| 4.0 | +108 : seam bia si ule ao | +503 
i 


Jan.-April, 1939) ‘ 
ios leeeernaerioetnetnceereeemenerenar senneneenmeemmnennmeeermemnmmemenmeemennanenmmemtenananmnememeinenememeamnensemeemmmmnsnmmamshgnemmmmestemememmrtemnemmeimmeaemnerenmammammeneermteneennenenaene een teenie! 


f) Final figures; 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SSLEGTED DEPARTMENTS 
APRIT., 2937 2. AND D APRIL bs 1940 


(Based on sales of 18 firms) 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES, MAY, 1940 


Retail trade in Canada during May, 1940, measured by the composite index 
for twelve lines of business, increased 11 per cent over May, 1939, and was 9 per cent 
higher than in April, 1940, The unadjusted index for May of this year stood at 94.1, 
eompared with 84.8 in May, 1939, and 86.4 in April, 1940, 

; The adjusted general index of retail sales, in the construction of which 
account is taken of the varying sales importance of different days of the week as well 


-as of characteristic seasonal movements, advanced to 89.0 in May, the highest point 


reached in any corresponding month during tho past ten years, The gain ovor May a year 
ago, when the adjusted index was 80.9, amounted to 10 por cont, while a gain of almost 
gq por cont was rocorded over April of tho current ycar, 


Increascd salos over May, 1939, wore rcocordcd for all groups, but scles of 
music and radio stores continucd to show the greatest rolative improvoment with an ine 
eronsc of 23 por cont over the samc month last yoar, . Candy store sales followcd with a 
gain of 18 por cont. Improvement in sclos by furniture and hardware stores amounted to 
15 and 8 por cont rospectivoly, Boot and shoc store salos wore 5 por cont highcr than 
in May «= yonr ago, while « grin of 4 por cont in restaurant rocoipts wes recorded in tho 
samo comparison, 


Department store sales were up 10 per cont ovor May lest yoar, 415 por 
eent incroaso in tho Maritime Provinces was followed by gains of 11 por cont in Ontario, 
10 por cont in British Columbic.,; 9 per cont in Quoboc and 8 por cont in the Prairic Pro- 
Vincecs. Sales of 20 dcpartmentrl firms reporting sales by scloctod departments wors 
also 10 per eccnt higher than sales in the corresponding month of 1939, Pronounced 
gains in sales of houschold lines again surpassed those in other commoditics, Increascd 
domand for radios resulted in swolling salcs in music and redio departments 48 por 
cont abovo sales in May of last year, Houschold appliean¢es recorded an inercaso of 16 
per cont and furniture salos improvod 14 per cont, Home furnishings were up 10 por 
cont end hardwarc, 7 por cont. Womcon's clothing sales avoraged 11 per cont highcr, with 
@ slightly smallor increase of 10 per .cont in selos of mon's clothings Salos of foote- 
woar worc up 6 per cent, Food sales showed improvement of -9 per cont and drug salos, 5 
per cont, 


Sales of yariety storcs avoraged 12 por cent higher than in May last 
year, There was a2 gain of 24 per cont in tho Maritimo Provinces, whilo Ontario selos 
were up 13 por cent and Quebec sales, 12 por cont, Incroasoe in the Prairic Provinces 
and British Columbic. wore 5 and 4 per cent rospectivoly. 


& gain of 5 per cont in sales of drug stores ovor hay, 1939, rosulted 
from the following inercasos in the various regions of the country: 16 por cont in the 
Meritimc Provinces, 5 per comt in both Ontario and British Columbia, 4 por cent in tho 
Prairto Provinees and 1 por cont in Qucboc,. 


Salos for both men's and women's clothing storos averaged 13 por cont 
higher in Mey of this ycar than lest. Results for Eastorn and Contral Canada wero also 
Similar for thc two linos of business, sales in the Maritime Provinces gnining more than 
30 por cont whilo sales in Ontario and Quobee were up from 10 to 12 por cont, Mon" s 
Clothing store solos wore up 12 per cont in the Prairio Provinces and 5 per cont in. 
British Columbia while womon's clothing storos did 19 per cont and ll por cont more 
business in theso rogionse 
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Grocery and meat store sales in Canada gained 13 per cent in May, 1940, 
over the corresponding month last year. Pronounced gains continued in the Western 
regions, with sales up 23 per cent in British Columbia and 22 per cent in the Prairie 
Provinces. Ontario sales were 11 per cent higher, while the gain in Quebec amounted to 
10 per cent. 


Sales of a representative number of jewellery firms in Canada averaged 
21 per cent higher in May, 1940, than in the corresponding month a ycar ago. 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1939 and 1940, by Kinds of Business 


ee ——————>—>—={[{_[[[__—=ns—==E==_——/_— > a TRE a eS 
May, 1940 i rs 

+ or - per cent Cumulative 
comparcd with tees | Inde xosvnus: 
Kind of Business Beh) ape 
Jan.~May, 1940 


Beoral Index oe ugha 14.3 | at 11.6 ia 
Boots and Shocs covceses “25550 - 8.6 
op CRS - 39.9 + 4,1 
Mon's Clothing ....ccee. re yA - 1346 
Women" s Clothing ....... - 28.6 + 12,1 
Dopartmontal seesecveees - 15,8 + 12,8 
PEUBS seseesersscceeeees rae + AeA 
Furniture te oeeceecccces - 16.4 + 16.3 

Grocorics and Mcats .... + 11.3 
Hardware See eeeeeeesecos + 12.1 
Music and Radio ossesece + 2302 
Rostaurant seseeessceers es 

+ 14,8 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES--(AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100) 
en: eee 


| Maritime 
ear and Month CANADA Provinces 
May, SEED a net emniencetraes ote eceenl 104, ,2 nok pryel 
May, Uy | ereecevece 112.8 115.0 
May, 1938 .c.iecee rhea 9903 
May, 1939 Certeotece 95.4 As 101.3 
May , 1940 eececere 107.5 134.7 
1939 al 
December cecceee 179.0 213.4 
1940 
January awd we ae 78.9 91.7 
BeOruary see 4s 6 67.8 83,2 
March seeeseeees Jone) 1108 
Berta concn s cate 101.8 (16.3 
May SoBe ee eoeces NRO} ts 134.7 
vs Buenes nee 5 
lay, 1940 e@eeene +2351 +33,0 
ay, 1939 
7, Change, 
Jan, -Ma 1940 °|l wets +362 
Jan.-May, 1939 | > i 
Women's 


Way, 1936 
May, 1937 
May, 1938 
May, 1939 
May, 1940 
1939. 

December ceveoces 
1940 

January Ceevccce 

February beesee'e 


@eeeo eee 
e@eeeeceeve 
eseeeeopes 


@aeeceeeve 


March secesseesei 102, .6(f) 120.2 
April coccceneee 129, i 141.9 
May Or ee ee ee Pio Tee 
f Benes err 
Bey. 1940 Sceces +1268 +34.0 
May, 1939 
» Change 


Fleet | he Fie 


lay, 1936 eoeceere 10350 | (a) 
lay, nS 1 eoeeeneo La) Baek (a) 
fay, 1933 veesevee|} 10707 | (a) 
lay, 1939 Ceeenoce 115.9 (a) 
lay, 1940 signe Kole 131.0 | (a) 
239 
—- tencees 136,1 (a) 
940 | 
BEGUETY siecaces 110.2 (a) 
BODIUGIY secccce 114,1 (a) 
March eo ceeeeees seit (a) 
April ee ee ee ee 12362 (a) 
hiny meer | 131.0 (a) 
Change, 
Mey, 1940 eeeeonn +13,1 “ (a) 
Mey, 1939 
Change, : 
Jan, -Ma 1940 A +11,.3 (a) 


Jen.-May, 1939 
ee 


een 


Clothing Stores 


Grocery and Meat Stores 


6 « 


: Prairie 
Yuebec Ontario Provinces 


Men*s Clothing Stores(c 


112.8 102.7 
129.6 109.1 
102 .8 85.3 
106.7 oh a 
119.6 Lye 
15065 188.9 

Tact G17 
65.2 68.4 
87.6 what 
Tone? O12 3 
19.6 2961 
+12.1 411.9 
+131 +12 .6 


116.8 
T2129 106.4 
101.9 89.1 97 02 
viele eg! Siet 100.7 
123.0 107 0 120.1 
149.5 17726 168.2 
63.6 78.3 1302 
65.6 67.9 69.5 
O70 100.2 A355 
128.9 1324 1571 
123.0 107.0 L206 k 
+1024 +10,2 +1953 
+12 68 + 8.64 


Piedad 


2 SSS A RES WAH eR 


105.8 O25) 

fice | 111.7 rG 
109.7 | 4 107.9 102.6 
119.4 | 11687 109.45 
13120 12926 133.9 
135.6 | ey | 12953 
112.5 113.5 SHA) 
116.9 115.9 104.3 
139.1 VEN 119.0 
12720) 123.6 1 
131,0 129.6 L53e9 


Ee 


eS 


British 
Columbia 


101.5 
107 67 
9405 
95 48 
100.1 


187.5 
719 4 
67.8 
86.5 


9301 
100.1 


+ 4.5 


+ 8.4 


2) Figures for the Maritime Provinces are withheld to ee disclosing individual 
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UNADIU3TED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES--(AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100) 


i. 3 Prairie | | British 
Year and Month i CANADA Provinces Columbia 


con 7 57-a terSawcLerper erento 
May , 1936 ree ccecoll 
Mav, 1937 pee eoee) 
Mey , 1338 2co0ccee!| 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


MAY, 1939, AND MAY, 1940 


(Based on sales of 20 firms) 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ...eceosesooee pag tee 


omen sedresses, coats and suits ..eecccessscvesstl 1,936,244 


2,188,851} + 13.0 


PG And) Pri Siis) VWEERT! a cele okie Ce celnlenc Caw cewcel 536,577 


639,178 Goapele Lest 

Hosiery and gloves COOP OC ESC OCEC HE HOH OOO STEED OOOO ORO OE 840,795 896,298 = 6.6 
. ! 

Seer Pete GCs COCSOUS els $464 5s be we eens 8% veeebs oa 788,513 O74,561 |. 1009 


Furniture (including mattresses, springs) seccece 


Millinery COC CECH EOE OOLH EOE ETE EOHAE HCO OES FOO Ee} 324,845 332 5344 t 265 
Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5) et 4 426,974} 4,931,232 22.4 
ay - | 5 
Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings eS 1,913,446) 2,112,122 + 10.4 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations el 493 , 360 519,946} + 5.4 
Piece goods ME Oi Ean alit | 1,158,164 | 1,267,758 ‘ 965 
Weal 
Smallwares a Ay ie). 584,751 ci Jel 
Food and kindred products se Hoo. 272 he 9417, 105 + viet 
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18, Stationery, books and magazines ee | 2055 {a2 199 00S a= Le 
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Improvement in retail trade in Canada over last year, which has been 
pidenced during earlier months of 1940, was well maintained in June, when sales were 10 
xr cent higher than in June, 1939, according to the composite index for twelve lines of 
isiness for which statistics are available. Compared with the unadjusted general index 
86-6 for June, 1939, the index for June, 1940, stood at 95.6. The gain over the pre- 
ding month, when the index was 94.3, amounted to almost lg per cent. Retail sales during 
1@ first half of 1940 averaged 11 per cent higher than for the corresponding period of 
39. The advance over June, 193%, was in continuation of a series of increases over 
responding months in the preceding year which began in August, 1939. 


With adjustment for differences in number of business days and for normal 
asonal variations, the general index for June, 1940, at 93.8, was 10 per cent higher than 


i¢@ June, 19739, incex of 85.0, and 5 per cent above the 89.2 recorded in the preceding 
nth. 


Increases over June, 1939, were recorded in all of the twelve groups covered 
this report, but a keen demand for certain commodities handled by those firms dealing 
household lines resulted in outstanding gains of 56 per cent in sales of music and radio 
ores and 23 per cent in furniture store sales over June, 1939- Hardware store sales in 
ne, 1940, were up 8 per cent over June of last year. Boot and shoe store sales and 
ndy store sales were both up 1l per cent, with restaurant receipts gaining 8 per cent in 
@ same comparison. 


Regional statistics, which are available for six kinds of business, re- 
aled that increases over June, 1939, were more uniform for the various sections of the 
untry than those shown in comparisons for earlier months. More moderate increases were 
corded in sales in the Maritime Provinces. There was also considerable reduction in the 
tent of the increases in grocery and meat store sales in the Prairie Provinces and 
itish Columbia, compared with those shown for earlier months of 1940 over corresponding 
nths of last year. 


Sales of Canadian department stores were up 9 per cent from Jyne a year ago. 
les wore up 12 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, 9 per cent in Ontario, and 8 per cent 
British Columbia. In the Maritime Provinces and Quebec, sales gained 7 and 6 per cent 
spectively. Sales of 18 departmental firms which reported sales by sclected departments 
$0 averaged 9 per cent higher than in June, 1939- Outstanding features of this summary 
s0 are the pronounced gains shown in sales of houschold lines. Sales of radios and 
sical instruments in department stores were 62 per cent higher than in Juno last year. 
les of household appliances increased 29 per cent, while furniture sales were up LS per 
at- There was an advance of 13 per cent in sales of home furnishings and a gain of 8 
r cent in hardware sales over June last year. Men's clothing sales were up 10 per cent, 
les of women's apparel gained 6 per cent and sales-of boot and shoe departments, 8 
r cent. Food sales were 6 per cent higher. There were minor declines in sales of the 
ug and stationery departments. 


Variety store sales in June, 1940, were 11 per cent higher than in the same 
nth of 1939. Increases in various regions of the country wore as follows: 14 per cent 
the Maritime Provinces, 13 per cent in Quebec, ll per cent in the Prairie Provinces,- 
per cent in British Columbia and 9 per cent in Ontario. 


Increases occurred in drug store sales in all sections of the country, 
aging from 4 to 8 per cont, and resulting in a gain of 6 per cent for Canada as a whole. 


Sales of men's clothing stores were 16 per cent higher than in June, 1939s 
provement of 25 per cent was shown for the Maritime Provinces. Ontario sales gained 
per cent; British Columbia, 15 per cent; the Prairie Provinces, 14 per cent, and Quebec, 
per cent. 
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Women*s clothing store sales in Canada gained 11 per cent over June a 
ear ago. Results for.the five cconomic divisions showed increases as follows: 14 per 
ent in the Prairie Provinces, 13 per cent in British Columbia, 12 per cent in Ontario, 
1 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and 7 per cent in Quebec. 


All regions of the country reported increases in sales of grocery and 
eat stores over June of last year. Compared with the 8 per cent increase for the Dominion, 
ales were higher by 11 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, 9 per cent in British Columbia, 
nd 7 per cent in both Quebee and Ontario. 


Sales of a representative number of jewellery firms in Canada averaged 
7 per cent higher in June, 1940, than in June, 1939. 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for a and 1940, by Kinds of Business 
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MANUAPY «ss .cece 18.9 91.7 19.4 
February eeorcvaeve 67.8 83.2 67.8 
re 90.5 110.8 86.5 
BP Lisi 5 wee . 101-6(f) | 119.6 89.9 
May Cee eoerovoreecens 108.0 133-4 100.8 
See 118.5 143.1 110.6 
Change, 
June, 1940 ..... 415-9 424.7 414.5 
June, 19393 : . f 
Change , 
Jan.=June, 1940 +14.1 +33-6 + 9.1 
Jan--June, 1939 : : 

Women's Clothing Stores 
Me, 1936 --- e656 -f--113.6° | -28.9-- MeGeBo e108 690) 2072 81) ager es” 
me l937 --....% 117.8 123.2 135.5 115.6 104.3 111.5 
aE 111.6 131.9 12730 106.0 105.7 102.2 
Mn 93920..-... 104.7 134.5 112.2 100.0 95.3 108.8 
me d940<...... 116.0 149.5 120.5 111.5 108.8 123-0 
10 
January aivie «6 46s 74.5 95.8 63.6 78.3 73-2 18.4 
mpruary ....... 68.1 1601 65-6 67.9 69.0 71-8 
nl os cea 3 103.0 120.2 87.4 100.9 113.5 135-3 
Mics pees 129, 7(2) 141.9 128.8 13205 115.0 135.0 
he a oe wip a3 118.7 176.5 12378 108.6 118.8 130.6 
ee 116.0 149.5 120.5 111.5 108.8 123-0 
hange , 
lume, 1940 ..... +10.7 +11.2 + 7.4 +11.5 +14,2 +13.1 
une, 1939 . ; A ; : 
Mange 
fan. June, 1940 +12.0 425.8 sale joe" +13.0 + 9-2 413-5 


an. =Jyne ’ 1939 


; s MOLES. - <2 
107.1 104.5 115.0 116.2 
114.2 108.9 113.2 114.6 


M1939 ese ee 129.6 125-7 136.8 136-7 
M1940 ..6.s.. 139-1 134.9 151.6 149.3 
‘) 

ANUAPY oe. eee 112.5 123.5 97.8 104.0 
ebruary ....... 116.9 115.9 104.3 110.3 
oo ee 139.1 T3la7 119.0 125.8 
me. 127.0 123.7 112.4 1235.2 
FA 190.0 129.8 134.1 133.2 
a 13930 134.9 151.6 149.3 
hange » 

my 1940 ..... + 7.3 +73 +10.8 + 9.2 
une, 1939 | 
nANZe y 

an. June, 1940 + 6.8 + 8.9 +20.8 422.5 


mM+eJune, 1939 


Figures for the Maritime. Provinces.are withheld.to avoid. disclosing individual, . 
operations. 

Final figures. 

Includes men's furnishings. 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SHR (A FOR 936 = - Lat 


RS iS ete | eee 


Department Stores 


June, 1936 ..... : 97-6 106.6 oe 99.5 90.4 95.4 
June, 1937 -..... 107.2 119.9 118.2 110.3 94.9 104.7 
mre, 1938 :..... 103.3 ne ey: 117.5 105.6 92.2 97.2 
duno, 1939 ...... 100. Tiss 114.9 102.6 87.7 102.0 
June, 1940 ...... 109. 119.1 123,79 1117 98.4 110.4 
3240 

January Sore eUCLe 85.6 86.6 98.0 84.6 82.8 80.5 

February ...... 86. 3 85.1 92.2 86.9 83-0 85.9 

March ..-+e.0. ‘ 97.0(f) oN 107.3 95.3 93.0 103-5 

ong a ae 107.1 104.1 119.7 109.0 99.6 105.6 

ee Pe eee es be 114.0 127.6 129.4 115.0 103.5 109.1 

June Ce a a) 109.8 119.1 121.7 no Ae 98.4 110.4 
% Change, 

June, 1940 ... 

June, 1939 | 7 700 7+. + 5.9 + 8.9 +12.2 + 8.2 
% Change, Ploeg . 

Jan. =J ne 1 e) 2 ° P ‘ P 

Seer ae 2 ak 7 ey 2 ae 2 ae 5 | i 8.9 

Variety Stores 

ee 3936 ..... mote iaaae 101.7 97-7 | 93.0 
a 122.6 110.3 105.8 103.2 
mene, 1938 ...... : 1 101.4 101.0 100.2 
mine, 1939 ...... 126.0 104.2 96.3 103.4 
mmio,, 1940 ...... 141.8 113.9 106.8 114.1 
L940 

January ...... 719.8 72-3 GG. 81.2 

February ...... 85.1 76.8 76.9 91.4 

March ......... 106.9 95.1 95.1 109.3 

3 ae 104.8 991.2 86.9 101-7 

Owe ci coke : 134.4 106.2 104.1 109.6 

oe ee 141.8 113.9 106.8 TAg 
, Change, 

June, 1940 «. 412.5 + 963 +10.9 +10. 3 
June, 1939 : 
. Change, 

Jan. -June, 1940 


+13-9 +1222 | +117 +10-0 


a Drug | Sroras 


+ 6.4 


i 

une, 1936 «essen GA noes, B37 aa 96.8 | 957. duel 91.0 93-0 
1937 ,.-.. ye tOin On) il 100.7 | 102-2 103-7 96.5 102.4 
me 1930 fee ee | 101.1 99.3 100.9 103.5 96.0 100.2 
UNG, 1939 +--+}! 102.6 103-8 103-7 103.2 98.7 103-9 
Wee, 1940 ......- i} 109-2 110.9 108.9 110.9 104.9 107.5 
40 

acy are 106.0 109.4 111.3 105.3 101.6 105-0 
February .-.... 104.0 108.9 111.2 102.2 100.5 100-9 
a 113.5 121.0 120.2 112.4 109.6 106.5 
Mere eis ; 107.8(f) 110. 8 112.6 106.0 106.2 108. 3 
a BOERS 115.4 111.5 110.4 114.3 108.5 
mis ......... ll J09.2 104.9 107.5 
Change, | , | : 

+ 6.3 + 3- 


+ 4.6 


) Final figures. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


JUNE, 1939, AND JUNE, 1940 


(Based on sales of 18 firms) 
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: Girls' and infante’* wear #90 68 6's 05 610 6. st 0b hate 


a ~ 


ore we 


Hosiery and gloves PREDEDODEL OCC TENG CER REC Deeb ee 


Lingerie and corsets Ue bass V0 CASS CED SEAS Seen eae 


. Millinery SC MCh MS 6 See bes Nlers 6's 06's gee 60 viele erbieieleda 6 


Women's and children's apparel = (Total, 5) a 


» Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings .....e. 


= 


Drugs and toilet articles and preparations .... 
Piece goods oeeeseorerveegneeseeveesee C6 OPO OO 0: (OTE tONe €..8 € GC O'®. 
Smallwares ee@eer@eaevweuvueeeerwnervrevneceve'’ e O°" 0 16? Bes 6 ae. 1 2,-6.8 


Food and kindred products ............ Ghalttetass! Veoh 


Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ...... 


MME RET SINS Coie ieee he fyi o's |e ela} e'a! ow tete cot siiaie 3s well 


Household appliances and electrical supplies eee 
Benaware and kitchen utensila <ss0.ssssderesseae 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies ....... 
Mecearand Other LOULWOAL + s\.'0<<eicada-tsve sine ge ere 
Stationery, books and magazines ---eeecseeseeree 


All other departments, total ..+-cereccerereee ys 


491,201 
751,474 
914,400 


278, 382 


4,242 651 


2,000,597 


528,529 


1,163,831 


529 4685 


1722,014 


935 5333 


D216. 25) 


459,301 


798,470 


167 ,215 


1,669,142 


198,489 


2,185,934 


516,368 
768,038 
943,456 
269,788 
4,508,072 
2,196,117 
525,655 
1,334,630 
554,294 
1,829,738 
1,109,773 
1,442,214 
590 232 
860,913 
270,377 
1,809,310 


186,721 


2,264,955 


17.3 


2.2 


342 


14.7 


4.6 


Gaz 


18.7 


13-0 


28.5 


61.7 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES, JULY, 1940 
The underlying trend in retail purchasing continued at a slightly higher 
level than during the first half of the year, dollar sales for July, 1940 standing 13 per 
cent above July a year ago according to the composite index for twelve lines of business 
for which statistics are available. The unadjusted general index stood at 80.8 for July, 
1940, compared with 71-5 recorded for July a year ago. The decline below June, 1940, 
when the index was 95.4, amounted to 15 per cent- Cumulative totals for the first seven 
months of the current year were 12 per cent higher than for the corresponding period of 
739+ 
After adjustment for differences in number of business days and for nor- 
mal seasonal variations, the index for July, 1940, stood at 89-5, about 3 per cent lower 
than the 91.8 recorded for June, but still 10 per cent above the 81.1 shown for July, 
1939. 
For the third consecutive month, the advance over the corresponding 
Month of 1939 was shared by all groups. There were, however, some sharp reversals in 
the extent to which many of the groups contributed towards the general advance. Sales 
‘of men's and women's clothing stores, department stores and furniture stores showed much 
‘greater improvement than in previous months. Sales of hardware stores, music and radio 
stores and food stores declined from their previous levels, but were still ahead of last 
‘yeare 
| Furniture store sales rose sharply and a gain of 29 per cent over July, 
1939, was recorded. Music and radio store sales were up 26 per cent, but hardware sales 
‘advanced only 2 per cent. Candy store sales were 14 per cent higher, boot and shoe store 
jsales gained 13 per cent, while restaurant receipts were up ll per cent. 
‘| Regional statistics, which are available for six of the more prominent 
lines of retail trade, revealed increased sales in all regions of the country in July, 
1940, over the same month last year. Improvement in the Maritime Provinces surpassed the 
' on results for the first half of 1940 over the corresponding period of last year. 
“ales in Ontario and British Columbia were generally on a much higher level than in 
varlier months, but in Quebec and the Prairie Provinces gains were held to within a nar- 
Nad range of the levels established im the first half of the current year. 


| Department store sales were up 18 per cent in July over July of last 
| rear» An increase of 22 por cent was recorded in the Maritime Provinces, while sales in 
a Mtario advanced 20 per cent. British Columbia sales were 17 per cent higher and im- 
wovement of 15 per cent was shown for both Quebec and the Prairie Provinces. Total 
ales of 18 departmental firms which reported sales by departments were 17 per cent 
_igher in July, 1940, than im the same month a year ago. Sales of household lines con- 
‘imued to advance at a greater rate than phoee of other departments. Department store 
ales of radios and musical instruments were up 39 per cont, while sales of home furnish~ 
mgs were 29 per cont higher. Sales of furniture and of household appliances were both 
ip 23 per cent, aces hardware sales advanced 17 per cent over suly, 1939: A gain of 129 
er cent in women's clothing sales was recorded, while sales of men‘s clothing were 14 
er cent higher. -Sales of boot and shoe Gee were up 16 per.cent. Piece goods 
ad smallwares departments showed increased sales amounting to 22 and 15 per cent res= 
setively. Food sales were up 11 per cent and drug sales 9 per cent. 


Variety store sales were 13 per cent higher than in JULY LRT a ee CA 
> 28 per cent in the Maritime Provinces far surpassed increases in other regions of the 
| Ontario sales were up 13 per cent, with identical gains of 12 per cent recorded 
2 the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia. Quebec sales increased 9 per cent in the 

‘me comparison. 


There was an increase of 9 per cent in drug store sales in Canada. 
ite, in the Maritime Provinces, Ontario and British Columbia were up 11 per cont in each 
(se, while gains of 7 and 5 per cent wore recorded in Quebec and the Prairie Provinces 
Ispectively. 
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Sales of men's Clothing stores advanced 20 per cent. The Maritime 
Provinces again led all other-regions of the country with improvement of 38 per cent over 
July a year ago. Ontario recorded an outstanding gain of 25 per cent in this group. 
Other increases were as follows: 14 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, 1l per cent in 
British Columbia and 10 per cent in Quebec. 


Women's clothing store sales were up 21 per cent over July, 1939. A 29 
per cent increase in the Maritime Provinces was closely followed by improvement of 27 
per cent in British Columbia and 25 per cent in Ontario. A 16 per cent advance was shown 
for the Prairie Provinces while Quebec sales were 14 per cent higher. 


A 10 per cent gain in grocery and meat store Sales in July, 1940, over 
the same month last year resulted from the following regional increases: British 
Columbia, 18 per cent; the Prairie Provinces, 14 per cent; Ontario, 11 per cent, and 
Quebec, 6 per cent. 


Sales of a representative number of jewellery firms in Canada averaged 


| 31 per cent higher in July, 1940, than in July, 1939. 


Revisions to Indexes 


Indexes of shoe store sales previously published were based on reports 
secured monthly from chain stores only- <A representative number of independent stores 
are now reporting and the indexes from January, 1939 onwards have been revised to allow 


for these additions. 


Revisions in seasonal adjustment facters have necessitated revisions 
a] 


in the seasonally adjusted index numbers for certain months in several lines of business. 
The general index, adjusted for seasonal variations, has been revised from the beginning 
of the series in 1929. 


The complete series of revised indexes will be published in the annual 


summary after the close of the years 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES-(AVERAGE FOR 1936 » 100) 
Se ——————— 


Maritime 
CANADA Provinces 


British- 
Columbia 


oeeveee 


eevee ee 


Vert egve 
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eerseeeev407oe 


ee~errvewevoevwe 


% Change, 
Jane-July, 1940 
Jane-July, 1939 


MY» 1936 cece ee 85.5 87-07 Ge Gein) —- 82.8 84.7 

MEY, 1937 cvcons 94.2 109-7 97-9 91-7 83.9 103-6 

Waly, 1938 ...... 81.8 97-4 SANGER kd eae) al Bs) ia S121 87.3 

LY, 1939 «cede. 80.1 96.5 4.7 76-0 81.6 O77 

July, 1940 ...... 96.9 124.8 9267 94.8 94.9 DL Ie2 

1940 

| February ..... ; 68.1 Poel 65.6 67+9 69.0 71.6 

WMerch ...6.¢ss6 10340 12072 S744 100.9 113-5 135-3 

Me pril «6... wees MWS ey 141.9 128. 8 132.5 115.0 135,0 

ME ec ce se re 126.6(T) 176.3 123.8 108.5 118.9 130.2 

MUNG «se ees eee 116.2 150.9 120.3 111.3 109.0 125.4 
ee 96.9 124.8 92.7 94.8 94.9 111.2 

6 Change, 

ely, 1940 2H goa $29.3 $13.5 $24.7 +16. 3 +26. 8 

| July, 1939 : : t 

¢ Change, 

_ Jan. =July, 1940 », i y : +10. e5¢ 
Jan. -July, 1939 | ee 2 ee 5 ‘ 9-7 +14.4 i 2 1565 


ee ane eee nee ese epene eee eeemectemete 


Grocer and Meat Stores 


Milly, 1936 .:..- jf 95. | (a) wud ts ayes |) eee ee 

Mey, 1937 vein ce 111.8 (a) 101.5 BIOS Pe MSOs Oe it geo Aa 

uly, 1938 ..... ; 105.7 (a) 98.2 108. 3 113.8 106.5 

Wy, 1939 ces. } 105.1 (a) 99.6 104.1 118.2 109-9 

HEY, 29AO cs ocr 115.9 (a) 105-9 115-1 134.1 129.5 

240 | . 

| February .-+.«. 114.1 (a) 116.9 115.9 104.3 110.3 

METH wtecevave 131.8(f) (a) 139.1 M3167 119.0 125.8 

| og er re 12341 (a) 127.0 12337 112.4 J2 301 
oo Sa af a Gigi: (a) 131.0 129.8 134-1 133.2 
Berens. fours 139-8 (a) 139.2 134.9 151.5 149.3 

WL ctccescesy 115.9 (a) 105.9 115.1 13401 129.5 

) Change, 

| eat, 1940 |, $10.3 (a) + 6.3 +10. 6 413-5 417.8 

_ July, 1939 | 

| Change, | 

| dan -Tuly, 1940 |} 410.6 (a) + 6.8 +59) LPIA P4176 421.8 
Jan.-July, 1939 | Pape | 

ana CL Se ee EA COS ne a 


: ae for Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations. 
f)Final figures. 
c)Includes men's furnishings. 
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| uly, 1940 ...... 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES-(AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100) 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


JULY, 1939, AND JULY, 1940 


(Based on sales of 18 firms) 


[7] ns 


| July | — July’ ‘1% Change 
___1939 1940 1940/39 
9 me ee: : 
| 
H 
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ........... oH 378 ,870 15,694,590} + 17. 
; 


| 1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ............... 1,093,654 1,333,298} + 21.9 
Wer Girls’ and infants woar .............5......5. 323,129 412,137] + 27.5 
RR ONT CLOVER eer es eect cess cle ets wk 539,817 611,283] + 13.2 
‘a. Bere OMe NOMCOCGO LA eee bes cules cle See oe Nh. : 695,137 809,127 | + 16.4 
2 BR AGE VE pce ahe ss 4s Gal's bps, uly slg dala UT Set, Ree 107,795 117,250} + 8.8 
6. Women's and children's apparel i (Total, 1-5) a eee 59 2582.) IS + 19.0 
7. Men's and boys' clothing and furns shines: oes. Lal ey ye 1,604,871 14+ 13.97 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations 464,689 506,918 | + 9.1 
b BOGS LOOKS sche eee ke ee Peeditels abe wa wesc teeke’s ty . 1,005,102 1,225,818 | + 22.0 
MOTO en 6 ale a) HG 6 ooo one viele ewewen., 452,050 520,555 ; Lee 
1. Food and kindred iL atele lho s1 2) de eee Rae AL CA ; 1,463,843 : 1,619,843 | + 10.7 
2- Furniture (imcluding mattresses, SPFINES ilies 870,745 1,072,696 23.2 
Mee LUPNIGHINGS 12 eee ees cc ncwceccens oak A | 877,984 1,135,658 2943 
4+ Household appliances and electrical supplies .. 407,850 499,765 i 22.5 
)» Hardware and kitchen utensils .........--sseeee 5O5 hod 699,347 ‘ 17.4 
J Radios, musical instruments and SUPRILLOSs vies 142 , 323 197,914 ‘ 39.0 
eee WA 970 , 865 1,125,084 + 15.9 
+. Stationery, books and magazines ......... ge Dee 159,813 1725382 (+ +708 
J. AlL other SOUR EMENUA a LOba 442: cre b reese «ates £796,576 2,030,804 13.0 
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| MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES , AUGUST, 1940 


\ The dollar volume of retail trade in Cana 

il per cent over August, 1939. Tourist business from other countries and increased in- 
omes at home were among the most important factors affecting the results. The unadjusted 
veneral index (on the base~-average for 1930 equals 100) stood at 89.0 for August, 1940, 
ompared with 73.4 for August, 1939. The index for the latest month was 10 per cent above 
he 80-6 recorded in July, 1940. Sales during the first eight months of the current year 
veraged 13 per cent higher than in the same period of 1939 


| : 
/ da during August, 1940, increased 


| after adjustment for differences in number of business days and for normal 
sasonal variations, the general index stood at 74-1 for August, 1940, 5 per cent above 

ne 89.4 recorded in July. Improvement of 17 per cent over August, 1939, in the adjusted 
ndex, was more moderate than the gain shown in the unadjusted index of sales volume, 
illowance having been made for the extra Saturday in August this year. 


| Sales increases over August, 1939, were reported for all twelve groups for 
wich statistics are available. Substantially greater gains in sales of clothing and de- 


yrtmental stores, howcver, surpassed increases in sales of household lines which had been 
mst prominent during the first half of the year. 


|| Department store sales recorded 2 Bain) 01) 25 per cent in hueust. 1940, 
Cer August, 1939, the largest incrcase recorded in corresponding-month comparisons for 
tis group during the current year. Salos wore up 31 per cent in British Columbia, 30 

fr cent in the liaritime Provinces, 29 per cent in Ontario, 24 per cent in Quebec, and 

1 per cent in the Prairie Provinces. Highteon departmental firms reyorted sales by de- 
trtments which totalled 23 per cent higher in August, 1940, than in the same month a 

yar ago. Women's clothing salss were up 28 per cent, while sales of men's clothing were 
2 per cent higher and sales of boot and shoe departments advanced 20 per.cont in the 

sme comparison. Sales of piece goods and smallwares were up 27 and 22 per cent respoctive- 
1. Among the houschold lines, sales of household appliances led other items with a gain 
0 30 per cent. Other increases wore as follows: home furnishings, 27 per cent; hardware, 
2) per cent; furniture, 24 per cent; and radio and music, 2 per cent. Food sales were 

1 per cent higher, while salcs of drug departments increased by the same amount. 


Variety store sales in Canada were 30 per cent higher in August, 1940, 
tan in August, 1939. The Maritime Provinces led all other regions with improvement of 
t per cont- Sales in Ontario wore up 32 per cent and an increase of 28 per cent was ree 
erded in Quebec. The Prairie Provinces showed sales 24 per cent higher and British 
Clumbia reported a gain of 20 per cent. 


4“ rise of 1% per cent in drug store sales in Canada over August, 19395 
rsulted from the following advances in tho various cconomic divisions: 23 per cent in 
ts Maritime Provinces, 19 per cont in Ontario, 18 per cent in the Prairic Provinces, 12 
Pi cont in British Columbia and 11 per cont in Quebec. 


411 parts of the country shared in the brisk improvement reportod in 
810s of clothing stores. Improvement of 33 per cont in men's clothing store sales a 
Caada in hugust, 1940, over August, 1939, comparcs with an 18 por cont mie aa Cee ° 
fist cight months of 1940 over the samo period of last yoar- Sales in the Mord ae 
Povinces were up 65 por cent, while Onterio sales advenced 41 per cont. an inercasc of 
spor cont in tho Prairie Provinces was followod by gains of 30 por cont in Quebec and 
tper cent in British Columbia. 


Women's clothing store salcs were up 40 por cont in AUgust , 1940, ovor 
th samo month a yoar ago, showing remarkable improvement over the comparison ay the 
sht-month period when sales excecded thosc for the similar period of 1939 by a) io 
Mit Ontcrio end British Columbia led all other rogions with identical gains of 4 
ph’ cont, closcly followed by a 47 per cont incrcoaseo in the Maritime Provincos. Salos 
li Quebec wore 31 per cent highcr than in August, 1939, while in tho Prairie Provincos 
th; fein amounted to 22 por cont. 
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Grocory and moat store sales woro 19 por cont highor in sugust, 1940, than 
in Sugust, 1939 Gains for tho various regions wore within e narrower range then in pre- 
vious months. Salcs in both Ontario 


| and British Columbia wore up 21 per cont whilo in- 
ceroases of 16 per cont wero reported for both Qucoboc and tho Preiric Provinecs. 


Rogional comparisons for salos of boot end shoe stores 
storcs appear for the first time in this issuo of our monthly bullotin 
for theso groups, howovor, hevo not yot been constructed. 
im Canada increased 38 per cont over August, 1939 
up 48 por cont, and in Onterio, 42 por cent. 
British Columbia, while incrceses of 31 
ithe Prairie Provincos respoctively. 


| 


and for jowollory 

- Regional indexos 
Sales of boot and shoe stores 
Salcs in tho Maritimo Provinces were 
4 goin of 35 per cont was recorded in 

per cent and 30 por cont oceurrcd in Quebec and 


Jewellory store sales in Canada advanced «3 per cent in August, 1940, over 
the same month last yoar- 4& gain of 54 per cont in the Prairic Provinces led all othor 
bogions of the country Sales wore up 45 por cent in both the Maritime Provinces and in 
Ontario, Quebec and British Columbia reported gains of 38 and 34 per cent rospectively. 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1939 and 1950, by Kinds cf Businoss 


August, 1940 a 
+ Or = per cent 
compared with 
August | August July _ Jan. -Aug. ,1940- 
0 : Ce Sy Roa 


1940 | Jan. “Aug. ,1939. 


Indexes 


eae SAE + 10.4 + 12.8 
Boots and shoes ....... ' - 18.9 + 37.8 mene + 11.3 
WE i ‘ - 37.8 + 39.6 + 33.9 + 17-0 
Men's clothing ......... Anas + 37.9 a Te + 17-5 
fonen's clothing met uLOFT + 40.0 + 0.3 + 15.8 
Meerimontal ........... - 6.9 + 25.0 + 14.2 + 14.4 
| | eee ' ~ 24 ee + 7.5 + 6.6 
MEIUTS Fleece ee des + 16.0 + 27-0 + 26.8 + 20.6 
moceries and meats .... + 8,3 + 18.5 + ded + 11.6 
| ES ' - 3.6 + 2,2 + 5.3 + 8.3 
dusic and Radio .... , ~ 4,4 + 19.8 + 0.7 + 26.9 
MOUTENt » 60s see ’ - 33.0 + 12.8 + 8.6 + 8.4 
| A OR . a l235 + 30.3 5 a ee mB al 


————— 


Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot _ and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores, 
| August, 1939, and August, 1940 | | 


SSS SSS SSS 
| Sales in August, 1940, compared with sales in August, 1939 


Boot and | Jowellery 


Shoe Stores Stores 


Region 
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uebec 14) eee Berg fare 
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UMADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES--(AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100) | 


it a SS re ee eT SEP) ea rN as OF meno rym = re ‘ = a, mn, ae - ~ 
Maritime Prairie | British: ’ 
ear and Month Provinces | Columbia 


IP WEED ake, WN ERED soe A (x eet ae 


Men's Clothing Stores (c) _ 


lAmeust, 1936 ..... 1656» fe BBYB (iso Nee 90.9... 
eeust, 1937 ..... 78.6 93-6 83.5 96.6 
Meeust, 1938 ..... 71-9 84.6 14-0 85.4 
August, 1939 : 71-8 89.0 ie 87.6 
meust, 1940 ..... 99.1 146.7 94.5 109.2 
1940 
ec. a ne 90.5 110.8 87.6 86.5 - 
a 101.6 119.6 103.5 89.9 
a 107-9 133.1 119.5 99.9 
a PLOey ( f) 142.8 128.1 109.0 
a ae 95.3074 426° 0 91-7 96.6 
ES 99.1 146.7 94.5 109.2 
% Change, 
August, 1940 .. +37.9 +64. 8 


0, +30.0 

August, 1939 p 

% Change, | 
Jan cAug-, 1940} 9 +1765 | +38.1 


Jen: -Aug- , 1939 | 


OREN AR AR TEE IE EERSTE 


be SERIE R SINE SIS SEE EP AI IRE SORT IE 


lugust, 1936 4 Ce 82.0 
st, 1937 -..- ei fo.0 4 90.1 
most, 1935 .....f W222 | 94.1 
lugust, 1939 ae 68-8 | 93.2 
Wmst, 1940 covecoll 96.3 137-0 
1940 f | 
March ea | 103-0 120-2 
MM oS ete oy i 129-7 141.9 
a Pe Pidg Aol 176. 3 
BS oe eee ee | 116.8(f) reap aa 
lanly - ef 96-0 127.2 
, August sa 96.3 137-0 
» Change, ! 
| Bugust, 2940 -.-4 740.0 +4762 
August, 1939 | 
| Change , i 
Jane -Aug: 1940 || +15.8 | 429-3 F1l. 3 
| JanemAug., 1939 |i : 
I Eee sae 
| = BROS OE Pd SMOG 0 1B Ora ai eeaiainers th nion lity inediesamenelerhiclhai 
ugust, (a) eco A | 97.7 109.5 102 nl 
ugust, (a) 85.6 | 93.6 116.4 11222 
gust, 1938... | (a) 68.9 96.3 106.0 103-7 
ugust, 1939 | (a) LOO 106.7 135.2 eR ey 
ugust, 1940 (a) Lap 7s 129.0 157.2 146-7 
240 : 
| 3s ig) 13971 131-7 119.0 125.8 
| April ’ a, Ree cP) 12 oe 112.4 123-1 
‘May . (a) ube vie | 129.8 134.0 133.2 
i vune (a) 139-2 134.9 L5ide 7 149.3 
re (a) 105.9 | L153 134.3 130.0 
| | nn (a) 115.9 129.0 vice 146.7 
(Change, ! 
August, 1940 (a) +15.8 +20-9 +16. 3 +205 
August, 1939 | 
Change , | 
|e@iewAug., 1940 | 412.6 ‘| (2) ao +10.6 419.1 421-7 
Hime Aug, 1939 |. . | 
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Niticurcs for Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid disclosing individual opérations. 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SMES AUER GS FOR 1936 = 100) 


f 
} 


| Waritime | | Prairie | British | 
tear and Month i CANADA oAELTARCOS ie Quebec Ontario | Provinces | Columbia 


AS ee ee ee er 


Departmont stor: Stores 
TT i a : IPS Ss SSSR 


August, 1936 ..... dei aes | 4 Spel 4 S708 ee 80-7 96.5 
Mogust, 1937 ..... Oe slog aa eee ane 8753 | 82.7 19.7 105-4 
meeust, 1938 ...... B03 83.5 Sad Ged 718.2 99-1 
August, 1939 Paes 85.3 2) 17897 11-9 95-4 
Meeust, 1940 ..... ieee 120.8 104-4 | Oa? 89.9 124.8 
1940 
= vd Tr. sae ee LOT ee 953 93-0 103-5 
i Pere ag Bet 479.7 ; 109-0 99.6 105.6 
May -..--.-ee eee 5 ens soe | BLOF GPa Hane 120.4 | 115.0 103.5 109.1 
ee ee 1102 Gt 6) eh 124.0 111.9 99-8 thiv2 
re Cramer) 105. 1 88.1 86.2 84.6 104.0 
‘ ES ae | 102.2 UO EPS atone | 104.1 1G; 89.9 124.8 
Change, ; 
August »_ wee | +250 : +2929 | 423.6 +2942 415-4 +30.8 
Bugust, 1939 | , 
4 Chenge, I : | 
Jen: -Aug-, 1940 i aoe a OS $14.9 ri3e3 +1249 
Jan: Aug: , 1939 | ee 
al a ee ee Pee ee ae SN EEE 
ts nese rn nnapecrememseremannenranrcicme ohiety Stores PA eae 
Meus , re ier aa "104.9 FiO) | Gag 94.3 102.8 
Mest, 1937 ..-0. | Dn eee ORG Ut Ee he 91.6 87.8 104.7 
jugust, 1936 Pere Oe) An iRWOOPS Ly 1 4uih7 42 85.5 88.5 105«7 
August, 193° : cf Dei 4 98.3 | HOS | 88.0 88.4 110.4 
August, 1940 of 12342 | rr Sia OAL AEE ECE |b anaes 5) 109.5 132-0 
1940. ( | 
March ++--.....<f 104.4 | 103.9 | 106.9 | 95.1 | 95.1 109.3 
re DE ee aa Tio Vite Ss | o2eL 86.9 101.7 
Mey Be att Be hee ney Guo Od. aa 34 106.2 10401 109-6 
| oe een a aa oie cy meas ae es | 113-9 106.7 114.7 
a 0S Sia Cat ae eee ah Loo yd) OT. ayy Bt 109.9 11g. 7 
Bigust ...-- 1. PBZ hs. 163.43 ue eee | MEER 109.5 1320 
pp Change 5 ( | | 
August, 1940 #30. 3 sees UN ue) Seg +32.2 | 423.9 +19.6 
August, 1939 evs 
i Che neo , t | | | 
Beaniug 1940} 416.2 | 426.0 | sag.9 | aa5-9 ios 1 
Jan. “hug: , 1939 ; ; ; | : | : 
Sse chelate ee en so coh oreem mtn eo I, SCAT TERE ~ Sete ene sess RSET 
| RITES, OG Drug, DUO ESE Wl Rat Oey Gee ae eT te SR PET! ta 
August, 1926 SO eae Winter ie Earn We iis ria) A NR at iif Reha 2 
Mist, 1937 ..... eo a Ls Onc MOTO FG LO8e8 iy) 100-3 106.3 
Mast, 1938 ..... | O05 Gh SLO}SEr ae Ng on lr rei oe MALS Ley 106.3 106.5 
Mist, 1939 ..... ees tO de 03. Bu)! eetCo,G | 100.4 109-7 
Meo: 120-5 | 135.0 | uae | 222.0 118.8 122, 5 
1940 i | 
May ch ee ey 22-0 eo). ang 109.6 106.5 
Me a oy iekoyso | 1108 | DID OMe ho tOG 106.2 108.3 
a ee eee uerity a Lage po, ages Tia 108.5 
Mie eee oreo 109.2(f)} 111-5 | 109.0 | 110.7 104.6 108.8 
re f Li2«L | ais ko) 108. 3 114.5 | 105.9 114.5 
iumgust ie ran UG ICON yt imamate: a a as a Pe | 118.8 12255 
Change , } | 
| August, 1940 Rt hoe yt ) +22, 0g r10.5 | +18.6 | +18. 3 | +11-7 
, Aagust, 1939 f | | 
i Chance , i 
_ Jan. PAu. + 1940 ; + 6.6 | get gal Gea se | t fel : ena | | + 6-4 
ten -Aug , 1939 | | | : | 
eres ee SS tna Mare Oia cell! Aaa cd eke 
if) Final figures. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


AUGUST, 1939, AND AUGUST, 1940 


(Based on sales of 18 firms) 
‘August August | % Change: 
1939 1940 1940/39 
‘an st) We ; Hy 
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS . ; 17,816,268 + 22.9 


res po Bsr nance ys Be Ee eR an ella Sedna tee] 


mewomen’s drosses, coats and suits ......e--ess+6 1,160,593 | 1,507,978| + 29.9 
Mepesris’ and infants’ woar .......+-...4. Ce eenees |. 360, 302 497,699] + 38-1 
i ad 5 i F 
See GNOUDIOVGS, secs e ss tsececectvctet ity. s. 545,741 653,562 + 19.8 

! ; 
3 i 
Mummeere TAO ANd COPSOUS ois fee le see cle tee e ses os vo] 567 4432 102 tebe 2 seo 
MiGllincry .....-.... eS ag AN ORLR deen dl ) 160,562 212 1801) pao ae 
6. Women's and children's apparcl--(Total, 1-5) «. 291944030 1 3,5743745 | oe 2708 
7- Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ...... 1,315,419 | 1,650,820] + 25.5 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and proparations oe 476,548 538,458} + 13-0 
ME OOS 8 te ee a Wk gras dew ieee ee been Sale cals Yi 268 17431522 + 26.5 
OMpomallwaros ........6-..20e. Be A ae LAr Ce TRI 464,992 Levis sel (Mla ied Ns 
Mmeood and kindred products .......-...ee-sceee, L519 SLO 1, 716,456 |) +°13.0 
2. Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ..... pS5S LOO O73 207 + 2306 
IE BUTE Salo eo es oy eo eee lb ee obs WIIG, LOS Meee doc igo gue 
4. Houschold appliances and electrical supplies .- 446 ,690 STIS Toes + 2928 
5. Mecware and kitchon utensilg -.-..-...+---s0e- ; 590,163 TA 2424" 25-0 
6. Radios, musical instruments and supplics see. 226,572 235152504 i+ 2am 
ly. Mueeceend othor footwoar o.. .. 2+. seiesenilewece . 999,213 { 1,202,307] + 20-3 
3, Stationery, books and magazines ...-.+--seereee ve 205,872 235,542) + 14.4 
EL] other Goparrments total wns Pekar ue 012506012 295 OA a 400053 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF = ALES, SEPTEMBER, 1940 


The dollar volume of retail purchasi ing for September as reflected in 

| indexes based on calendar month totals for twelve lines of business dealing chiefly in 
food, clothing and household requirements remained unchanged from August and was 3 per 

| cent below the volume of business transacted in September a year ago. Unadjusted indexes 


On the base 1930 equals 100 stand at 88-6 for September, 1940, 88.6 for August and 91.1 
| a September, 1939. 


my 


he 3 per cent decline from September, 1939 was in contrast to sub 
| Stantial increases which characterized earlier corres ponding-month comparisons for 1939 
and 1940, ageregate sales for the first sight months of the current year averaging 13 
per cent above the corresponding period of 1939. Jddition of September totals reduced 
the increase to i] per cente 


Comparisons between corresponding months in consecutive years were 

| impaired by differences in number of business Gays in the different periods. Comparisons 
| between consecutive months in the same year must be made having regard not only to dif~ 

| ferences in number of business days but also to normal seasonal movementse There was 

jyene more business day in September of last year than this. Retail sales for the lines 

|) @f business included in this survey generally averaged higher in September than in Auguste 
(On making allowance for differences in number of business da ays and also for normal 
(seasonal movements the adjusted index stood at 90-4 for September, approximately 5 per 
(Cent above September, 1939, down 2 per cent from the hig gh peak recorded in August and 
about on a par with the underlying trend for May, June and July. 


| Results for individual lines of business reveal mixed trends, com- 
parison of calendar month totals for September of this year and last showing increases 
|for seven lines of business and decreases for five. The increases were 13 per cent for 
|eandy stores, 8 per cent for restauronts, music and radio stores and drug stores, 6 per 
‘eent for variety stores, 4 per cent for furniture stores and 3 per cent for women's 

| clothing stores» Grocery and meat stores did 8 ver cent less business in September, 

| 1940 than in the first month of the war a year ago, when anticipation of increasing 
“prices resulted in heavy purchases of basic food products. Shoe ais sales were also 
/down by 8 per cent, ore pore sales dechined 6 per cent, men's clothing store sales 
5 per cent and eer eres tores 3 per cent. after adjusting for number of business 
days and for normal demu variations tne adjusted indexes stood higher in September, 
1940 than 1939 for all lines of business excepti ing hardware stores. All lines of 
business excepting restaurants and variety stores showed a downward trend between August 
jand September this year. 
| 


Jewellery store sales are not eae the general index but 
\figures for this line of business are now being collect oy the Bureau» Jewellery 
|store sales averaged 13 per cent higher in September or chis year than last, while cumu= 
\ lative totals for the first nine months of the current year stood 26 per cent above the 


| | 


|€Orresponding period a year ago- 


ed 1 
ed 


i Figures available on a regional basis showed that gains in the Maritime 
/Provinces continued to excced by a wide margin those in other regions of the countrys 
Department store sales in the Maritime Provinces averaged 14 per cent higher in September 
of this year than lest while in other regions declines ranging as high as 10 per cent 
Were recorded: Vericty store sales were up 22 por cent in the Maritime Provinces and 

from 1 ve 8 per cent in other sections. Figures for drug stores and more especially for 
both men’s and women's clothing stores reveal marked increases in retail purchasing in 
|the Maritimes. Men's clothing store sales were up 35 per cent in September this year 

Mer last; women's-clothing store sales were up 29 per cent. Results for other regions 
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jshowed changes ranging from an increase of 6 per cent for women's clothing store sales 
in Ontario to a decrease of 21 per cent for men's clothing stores in the Prairie 
‘Provincese 


} 


| An analysis of department store sales by departments indicated heavy 
buying in durable goods departments such ag furniture, home furnishings, household 
‘appliances and hardware and kitchen utensils. Sales of the food departments were 20 per 
‘cent below September a year agoe The men's clothing and furnishings department was down 
‘by 9 per cent while women's and children's apparel as a whole was maintained within 
marrow limits of the September, 1939 volume. 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1939 and 1940, by Kinds of Business 


SS = 
| September, 1940 i 
| + or - per cent | Cumulative 


‘ compared with | Indexes 
Sora cee 7 TK a es H 
{ 


September September ‘August Jan--Sept-, 1940 


Kind of Business 


| 1930 L937 Jan--Sept., 1939 
General Index ........ ec - 8.6 | a eal) | (e) + 10.7 
Wmeots and Shoes ........ am 544 my Oe 2 + 14.2 + 8.3 
Candy 5. ree 2 RSA EE) Bee eee - 35:8 + 13.3 - 9.2 a 15-8 
fms Clothing ---+6.... ‘ + 1.4 | = 5.4 + 11.8 + 13.8 
Women's Clothing ...... ee * lvl | + 2.8 + 18.1 + 14.0 
Wemertmental «-........ -, - 13.2 > 3.0 + 13.8 + 11.8 

| 23 + ee Te eae > | onus 0) + 75 | ~ 3.0 + 6.7 
ECU) + oleae sree aay »~ 5e4 | + AO pe a Atl tte 
Groceries and Meats Der =m 4.6 pe ATS - 1244 + 9.2 
Hardware HES OVO ONG CAMO eh Ee dh : ~ 569 - 1.4 + 6.5 
Music and Radio «..-ssse. | = 28.1 + Puih + 19.5 + 24.5 
eveurant «.-2ee-sn- eee | ~ 29-0 | + 8.3 « 0.8 + 8.2 
(| a mat + 10e7 | + 620 | - 7-2 + 14.7 

| Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores, 

September, 1733, and September, 1940 
se a a ee ee enero 


Sales in September, 1940, 

os cl Es Aba oh Cet LENO AS CLEA ASSEN SDRC EIS 5 Ama EL 

Region 
e Boot and | Jewellery 

piiog OLOree es stores | 
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RE PLE ere skola co “Mai as SWAN he rei CUO! utd be eM ats oceaik Awl =. a eee 
Maritime Provinces .+--s++ece eit On. + 14.3 
‘Quebec ..... 1c Tt ea eee * 12.0 + 4.6 
‘Ontario ct LANs Ep ee ere my one + 17,8 
Meemearie Provinces s-vsrs.. eee = 16.) + 8.8 
British CG WON. Bhs wed wel ene ae) - = Ae6 | ny a 


(6) No change 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES-=(AVERAGS FOR 1936 = 100) 


Maritime 
Provinces_ gyuebec Ontario 


British 
Columbia 


Prairies 
Provinces 


| Year and Month 


| ame Men's Clothing Stores(c ace 
September, 1936... 98,2 90.7 Feo 4 | 92.5 124. 1 109.9 
September, 1937 .. 107.5 100.0 108.7 108.1 106.7 109.0 
September, 1938 .. 99.6 90.4 97-0 98.1 114.5 94.1 
September, 1939 .. 115-5 104.4 114.2 110.5 144.9 110.8 
September, 1940 .. 109.3 140.9 98.7 108.9 LS 105-6 
phe) 
| err 101.6 119.6 103.5 101.5 95.4 89.9 
| 3) ee 107-9 13361 119.5 101-0 100.8 99.9 
| Tee 118.6 142.8 128.1 Lisiel 105.4 108.2 
| ee 95.0(f) 136-0 g1.7 92.7 87.1 93.2 
MUCUS + cpecevee 97.8 138.6 92.8 94.7 86.8 109.6 
September ..... ; 109.3 140.9 98.7 108.9 115 <1 105.6 
¢ Change, : : 
eeeembers 1940 | - 5,4 +3520 ~13.6 - 1.4 ~20.6 ~ 4.7 
September, 1939 
{ Change, 


dan. =Sept.. 1940) = 432.8 +36. +10.0 41522 ee i fee 
| Jan. Sept. 19391 3 vil 7 LB | | 5 i 3 Z | 


| Wee Womens scOlothine Stores 


Jeptember, 1936... 93.9 64.1- | 91-1 oles) Blu aa Goes 102.2 

jeptember, 1937 .» 99.2 101.3 95.4 99.5 95.3 106.4 

teptember, 1938 .. 96.5 99.1 90.3 yee 93.4 100.8 

jeptember, 1939 .. 110.4 108.3 102.7 Zi1.0 118.9 117.1 

leptember, 1940 .. 113.5 13907 101.5 118s 107.0 122.7 

940 

| got . 129.7 141.9 128.8 132.5 115.0 135-0 

| 118.4 176.3 123.2 108.5 118.9 130.2 
oe ae ; 116.8 151.4 121.2 121.0 108.7 131-9 

| 96.307) 12742 Gs 94.5 93.7 110.8 

August Oe © 96.1 139* 1 84.4 9543 92.2 D226 

September .....> 113-5 139.7 101.5 11351 107-0 122,07 

| Change, 3 

September, 1940 + 2.8 429.0 lye + 66% ~10.0 + 4.8 

| September, 1939 : ; 

Change, — 

Jan -Sept-. 1940! = 4n4.0 +17~4 


_Jan.-Sept», 1939 


Sere 


| a Grocery and Meat Stores 
eptember, 1936. 36/6) is (a) 89.2 Fong lil) dase 97-7 


+2922 


$1529 + 8.4 


{ ; 

eptember, 1937 «- 108.3 | (a) 100.6 107-5 125-7 | 113-4 
eptember, 1938 .. 106.9 (a) | 103.5 106. 3 120.1 101.0 
eptember, 1939 .. 12 307 (a) SAWS ep X) 143.1 124.2 
eptember, 1940 . 114.0 (a) 107.8 112.7 (g) (g) 
240 

| 13361 a) 127.0 123-7 112.4 123-1 
| ar : re a S | 131.0 129.8 134.0 1332 
|: rr 139.8(f) a 139-2 134.9 ney 149+3 

ae eee a) | 105.9 dd 55.3 134.3 130.0 
Must ........ Mabe eee (a) 115.8 128.9 157-1 146-7 
September ..... 114.0 (a) | 107-8 CEE | (sg (g) 

Change, : i 

September, 1940 - 7.8 (a) - 8.3 ~ 76 | (g) (g) 
September, 1939 
Change, 

(ey 4 +84 | (g) (g) 


Jan: -Sept., 1940 ENG! 
Jan. -Sept. , 1939 | 


') Final figures. 
3) Includes men's furnishings: 
2) Not available. 


| 


+547 


2) Figures for Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid dis 


EN SL ESE IS SS 
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closing individual operations. 
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Year and Month iy CANADA A ornees 


we 7 rm 
UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES--(AVERAGES FOR 1936 = 100) 
(eee ttre a a ak SS an A EO 
Maritime | | i Prairie British 
oo | Quebec | Ontario | Provinces | Columbia 


: Department Stores 
— L936) 104.7 Ses ielenee 


*4 103.9 99e1 

aptember, 1937 --| 107-7 101.4 118.5 1059 
pptember, 1938 .. 104.4 92.1 11332 107.5 
sptember, 1939 .. 11933 101.6 125.1 bits 
ptember, 1940 .. 115.6 115.4 122.5 10,2 
140 

“hpril Bre ass LOGed 103.8 119.7 109.0 
Ao 113.9 126.8 129.4 qe 0 
ME cede reas 110.6 119.1 124.0 112.9 
| J. Sees : 89.5(f) 105.1 88.1 | 86.2 
See 101.6 110.8 102.5 101-1 
September ...... 115.6 115.4 122.5 117«2 
; Change , 
September, 1940 - 3.0 +13.6 et. See 
September, 1939 

j Change , 

Jan =Sept- . 1940) 411.8 420.1 +10.9 $12.4 


Jan. -Sept- , 1939) 


az Bee SE Oty UOT es NN i hs aaah oe tee Ce 
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Bieril .--+..... seks) 97-3 | 104.8 Seek 86.9 101.7 
er 114.5 120.2 134.4 106.27 91 AgATy 109.6 
| | [ee 121.6 131.6 141.8 113.9 106.7 11451 
| \ Nea 115.0(f) UZ 123.4 107.7 LOGS Dah) LLG 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
SEPTEMBER, 1939, AND SEPTEMBER, 1940 


(Based on sales of 20 firms) 
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| September | September | a Change 
Lee ee es ig 4 oe ot 40 1940/39 
| ee 3 

TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS reeves | ananeestny | 9.306 692 
| 
}4) Women’s dresses, coats and suits --....---.s. te 2,001,155 | 2,077 5267 + 3.8 
| | | 
0 Beers (8nd INT ants WEA seni eves cu ceveeleee 2 825,055 : 829,075 7am 
me Hosiery and gloves ...... BIg ues ell ey wipe LE ne 1,027,008 | 886,338 -~ 13-7 
| i 
i ! . 
Wmeoingerie and corsets .¢s-.s.e.se-- Pre eee pei ane | 8335344 3 808,942 ee 
i ee eye in eed domes cies Ae | 409,928 | 423,474 : ree 


« Women’s and children's apparel-~(Total, 1-5) 


’ Men*s and boys? clothing and furnishings .. 


', Drugs and toile+ articles and preparations ..- 531,132 533,536 
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664,638 


i. Smallwares SRT Sete MN RRS SP Oe OE Oe A it) OES Oe eid) (eo) aye Pd) Ow lyst 


I. Food and kindred products eee hooreckheonecvoeros coed 24050 ,027 1,637,565 = 2042 


1,105,018 Lea 37 gee + 21.2 


1. Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ...-«c 
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683,711 + 2.9 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ai. a Nagel felt a ge Sere tottus a 1,410,897 1,634,459 + 15.8 
1. Household appliances and electrical. supplies .... | 645,929 736,004 + 13.4 
= 
l. Hardware and kitchen utensils ........ be neres faa 504 4636 735967 + 21.7 
i 
= 
1, Radios, musical instruments and supplies rieseee| S92 ele 5 345,591 ~ 1159 
| | 
Bimenoes and other footwoar ..-++-.-snseres ss aeess | 1,7639445 7 1,661,721 - 5.8 
i ; i 
1 Btationery, books and magazines ..--tesecesrece. | 363,565 | 404,165 + lied 
* j : 
| 
; c i 
tll other departments, total ...+-scesrresssserve| 2,294,854 | 2,337,843 + le? 
i i 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES, OCTOBER, 1940 


| Further marked gains in Canadian retail trade were recorded in 
October, when composite figures for twelve lines of business were 12 per cent above 
October, 1939 and 16 per cent over September, 1940. Unadjusted indexes on the base 1930 


equals 100 were as follows: 102.7 for October, 1940, 92.1 for October, 1939 and 88.9 
for September, 1940. 


Part of the increase over October, 1939 must be attributed to the 
extra day in October this year compared with last. After adjustment for the difference 
in the number of business days, and also for normal seasonal variations, the general 
index stood at 93.7, 8 per cent above the 86.9 recorded in October, 1939 and 3 per cent 
higher than the 971-0 shown for September of this year. Adjusted indexes for tem of the 
twelve individual lines of business included in this survey showed improvement in 
October, 1940 over September. 


All lines of business for which statistics are available shared in 
the increase over October, 1939 but featured in the results are gains of 18 per cent in 
variety store sales, 24 per cent in candy store sales, 16 per cent in sales of both gro- 
cery and meat and drug storegy and 13 per cent in sales of women's clothing stores. 
Sales of hardware stores and music and radio stores were both up lO per cent, while in- 
creases of 9 per cent were shown for sales of boot and shoe stores, men's clothing 
stores and restaurants. Department store sales were up 7 per cent and furniture store 
Sales, 3 per cent over October a yoar agoy 


Regional comparisons reveal that gains were generally widespread, 
jwith the Maritime Provinces continuing +o report more substantial inercasos than those 
for other sectionse Changes in the customary seasonal distribution of purchasing power 
in the Prairie Provinces resulting from the present regulations covering the marketing 
|of grain are reflected to some degree in retail trade statistics for that region of the | 
country. Department store sales in the Prairie Provinces wore 8 per cent lower in 
October of this year than last; men's clothing store sales were down by 10 por cent 
\while increases for other lines of business were generally smaller than those recorded 
elsewhere. 


| Corresponding-month comparisons on a regional basis are now avail~ 
‘able for boot and shoe stores and for jewellery stores, and & summary appears on page 2 
(of this bullotin, Jewellery store sales were higher in all parts of the country, aver~ 
| aging 12 per cent greater in October, 1940 than in the same month a year ago. Sales’ of 
‘boot and shoe stores were down 3 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, but recorded sube 
stantial gains in all other regions. 


| 


Comparative figures for department stores on a departmental basis 
‘Show that increases for departments dealing in durable goods were generally higher than 
(those specializing in soft merchandisc. Sales of the furnituro department were 20 per 
cent above October 2 year ago; household appliances and electrical supplics were up 18 
ber cent and home furnishings, 17 per cent. Seles in the radio and musical instrument 
\department did not follow the same general trend but declined by 8 per econt below Oetober, 


1939. 


Women's and children's apparel gainod 7 por cent, increases for sube 
(8roups within this department 2s 2 whole-ranging from 4 por ecnt to 13 per cont. cles 
(of the mon's clothing and furnishings department were down by 4 per cent. 
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It should be noted that a comparison of the trends in sales for 
specialty stores and for the corresponding departments of department stores igs not al- 
together valid due to the diversity in content of the merchandise carried in the two 
typese It must also be remembered that the indexes of sales do not necessarily indicate 
the trend in business for individual commodities. For example, some of the stores in 
the radio and music classification sell items such as furniture or electrical appliances 
in addition to radios, planos or other musical instruments, 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1939 and 1940, by Kinds of Business 
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| Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores, 
October, 1939 and October, 1940 
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a) Figures for Hae tame Provinces are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations. 


4) Final figures. 


¢) Includes men’s furnishings. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


OCTOBER, 1939 AND OCTOBER, 1940 


(Based on sales of 2] firms) 
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TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ...........| 


2,790,988 3,012 , 326 


1. Women's dresses, coats and suits «...+-....... 


Mee orie end infants’ wear ..<s6.6s-ee sie esin. 1,085,751 1,227,994 + 1ak 
ME OS ENV OANA PE LOVOS eile m5) cee i ee lines cat. 1,202 ,580 1,245,322 + 3.6 
le lingerie and corsets ....................008,, 1,083 ,073 1,130,836 + 4.4 
ix ALE AISA eg sh 0 AN re rh cr BT L927 399,801 + 9.5 


6. Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) . 7,016,278 


(T+ Men's and boys* clothing and fernishings (a: <n 3,690,461 3,546,602 - 3.9 
| 8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ... 536,734 584,375 + 8.9 
ie Piece goods ..........- SRE Ae SOPRA ny AIA OE Fe me 1,950,106 1,993,546 + 2.2 
Ee ae ae 820 ,065 Bua. s54 | Gee 
| 
de era and kindred products <s52-.-0-6eev sucess | 1,820,105 L595 T,023 + 4.5 
2. Furniture fineluding mattresses, springs) a 1,195,926 1,435,652 + 20.0 
3. Home PUR Ret ts NA VARe ANN CRS Ts 84604 ald! ay 4 ihe p GAs edly: a! De “Nr | 1,594,635 | 1,857 .233 + 16.5 
| | 
4. Household appliances and electrical supplies | 709,693 | 838,812 + 18.2 
| | 
5+ Hardware and kitchen utensils iianeaal, Melua 686 , 437 789,995 + 15.1 
6. Radios, musical instruments and Supplied us 2. | 431,281 396,038 -~ 8.2 
I Shoes and other footwear .....ccccccccccceccce | 1,945,871 15935, 763 - 1.8 
3. Stationery, books and magazines -c+eesseseeees 272 ,033 312 ,801 + 15.0 
i All other departments, total fe an son aangnaderd eval ha Yt 24. eR 20 | 2,588,012 + 643 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES, DECEMBER, 1940 
General Summary 


| Heavy consumer demand for electrical appliances and equipment in antici- 
pation of higher prices arising from import restrictions and new taxation schedules 
constitutes the outstanding feature of the retail trade of Canada during the last month 
of the year. Sales of specialty stores dealing in radios, musical instruments and 
electrical appliances and equipment were approximately 50 per cent higher in December, 
1940 than in December of 1939 while the increase for the household appliance and elect- 
| Tical supplies department of department stores was only slightly less at 46 per cent. 
Moderate increases ranging from 3 per cent for shoe stores to 13 per cent for candy 
stores were recorded for other trades while composite figures for the twelve lines of 
business included in the monthly survey averaged ll per cent above the level of December, 
1939 and 28 per cent above November, 1940. The general index of retail sales on the 
base, 1930 equals 100, stands at 135.0 for December, 1940, 105.8 for November, 1940 and 
- 122.1 for December, 1939. ; 


Retail sales are normally considerably higher in December than in any 
Other month of the year on account of the Christmas trade. On allowing for differences 
in the number of business days in different months and also for normal seasonal move 
ments, the adjusted general index for December, 1940 stands at 102.4, compared with 95.9 
for November, 93-7 for October, 90.8 for September and 84.9 for December, 1939. 


| The gain in sales in December, 1940 over 1939 was about on a par with the 
-average spread recorded between the two years during earlier months, cumulative figures 
for the twelve-month period of 1940 averaging 12 per cent above the preceding year. 
‘This increase in dollar volume must be attributed in part to an increase in the quantity 
of goods sold and, in part, to a rise in price levels but it is impossible to say to 
what extent cach of these two factors affects the results for the retail trade as a 
whole. The Bureau's retail food prices index averaged 5 per cent in 1940 than in 1939 
while dollar sales.of grocery and meat store sales were up by 10 per cent indicating that 
higher prices and increased quantities of food products sold were about equally import- 
ant in producing the higher dollar volume. An increase of 8 per cent in retail clothing 
prices compares with gains of 14 per cent and 15 per cent in dollar sales of men's and 
women's clothing stores respectively, indicating a somewhat similar relationship.in the 
relative importance of the two factors. 


General Index of Retail Sales, 1938 ~ 1940 
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411 sections of the country reported increased business in 1940 over 1939 


but gains were morc pronounced in the extromo cast and west than olsewhere. Composite 
figures for six lines of business for which data on a2 regional basis aro now available 
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serve to give somo idea of tho general tronds and show that salos in the Maritime 
Provinces wore up about 17 per cont in 1940 over 1939 while British Columbia trade was 
up by 14 peor cent. Salos in Ontario voro up 12 per cont; the Prairie Provinces, 10 por 
cent and Quobec, 9 por cont, 


Results for Individual Trades 


Shoo storo sales gninod 3 por cont in Decembor, 1940 over Decembor, 1939 
end woro up 15 per cont comparcd with Novombor. Tho small incroaso over Decembor, 1939 
and the less than scasonal incroease from Novembor is a rosult of tho markod activity in 
this trado during November arising from tho cold woathor prevailing during the latter 
part of tho month and tho sonscquont transaction of a considerably portion of the normal 


Decombor businoss during the carlior vcriod. Annual selos for 1940 averaged 11 per cont 


above 1939. 


Candy store sales incroasod 18 por cont above Docomber, 1939 and gained 
by more than tho usual soasonal amount from Novembor, +ho scasonally adjusted indox 
advencing from 70.7 for November to 75.2 for Decombor. The annual totals were up by 18 
per cent from 1939, 


ze 


Mon’s clothing storc sales worc up 12 per cent from Decomber, 1939 and 


‘increascd 25 por cent over November, tho seasonally adjusted indox rising from 94.9 for 


November to 99«7 for Docombor. Seles for tho ycar were up 14 per cent from 1939. Re= 
sults on a regional basis show the Maritime Provineos loading both in tho December and 
annual comparisons. Percontage inercases in Deccmbor, 1940 over 1939 for the various 
economic divisions with tho annual results in brackots are as follows: Maritimo Provin- 
ces, 19 por cont (33 por cont); Queboc, 14 per cent (13 por cont); Ontario, 13 por 
cont (15 por cont); Prairie Provinces, 6 por cont (5 por cont) and British Columbia, 


8 per cont (8 per cent). 


Women’s clothing storo seles gaincod 14 per cont over Docombor, 1939 and 


wero up by 31 por cent ovor Novombcr, the soasonally adjusted indox rising from 94.9 for 


November to 99.7 for Doccomber whilc tho annual totals were 15 por cont above tho levol 
of 1939- Rogional increases for tho month end for tho yoar are as follows: Maritimo 

Provinces, 17 por cont (29 por cont); Quebec, 21 per cont (13 por cent); Ontario, 13 
por cont (15 por cont); Prairio Provinces, 6 per cont (10 per cont) and British 


| Columbie, 13 por cent (17 por cont). 


Departmont storc salos incroasod 11 por cont over Decombor, 1939 and 
gained 39 por cont from November, tho scasonally adjusted index continuing the upward 


| trond cvident in carlior months and rising from 98.1 for Novembor to 101.0 for Dccecmbor. 
|The annual totals wore up by 12 per cont. Departmont store salos rogisterod largor 


incroasos in tho Maritinc Prorinccs than in othor scctions both for the month of Decenbor 


jena also for tho ontiro yoar. Incroascs for oach of the five divisions of tho country 


for the month end for the yoar arc as follows: Maritime Provinces, 20 per cent (20 per 
cent); Quoboc, 9 por cent (11 por cont); Ontario, 12 per cont (13 por cont); Prairio 
Provinces, 8 por cont (9 por cont) and British Columbia, 14 por cont (13 per cont). 


Drug store sales avoraged 15 por cont higher in Decomber, 1940 than in 
December, 1939 and wore up 39 por cont from November, the soasonally adjusted index 


iPising from 99.8 in Novombor to 114.2 in Decombor. Seales for the ycar were up by 9 por 


cent. Rogionel figures show the Maritime Provinces leading, both for the month under 


| Povicw and also in tho annual totals. Increases for the month and for tho year follow: 


Maritime Provinces, 24 por cent (15 por cont); Quobcc, 22 por cont (7 per cont); 
Ontario, 12 per cent (9 por cont); Prairic Provinces, 12 por cont (7 por cent); 
British Columbia, 13 por cont (9 por ccnt). 


Furniture store sales gained 16 per cont over Decombor and wore 32 per 


cent highor than in Novombor, tho soasonally adjusted index rising from 89.7 for Novom- 


ber to 113-9 for Docombor. Salos for tho yoar woro up by 16 per cent» 
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Grocery and meat store sales increased 5 per cent over December, 1939 and 
| were 8 per cent above the level of November. The comparatively small increase over 
| December of 1939 must be attributed to the fact that there was one more Saturday in 
December, 1939 than in December, 1940. On making allowance for differences in the number 
of business days having regard to differences in the sales importance of different days 
of the week and on making allowance for the usual seasonal movements, the seasonally 
adjusted index of grocery and meat store sales moved upward from 99-2 in November to 
106.9 in December. Results on a regional basis are as follows: ‘Quebec, 2 per cent 
(7 per cent); Ontario, 7 per cent (10 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 5 per cent (15 per 
cent) and British Columbia, 6 per cent (17 per cent). 


| Hardware store sales gained 16 per cent over December, 1939 and were also 
up 16 per cent from November, the seasonally adjusted index advancing from 101.0 in 
November to 111.5 in December. Annual sales for 1940 were up 9 per cent from 1939. 


Music and radio store sales gained 49 per cent over December, 1939 and 
were up 52 per cent from November resulting in a pronounced rise in the seasonally 
adjusted index from 72.1 in November to 102.8 in December. Annual sales were 26 per 
cent above 1939. The music and radio classification includes stores selling radios 
(with or without musical instruments and in which stocks of electrical appliances are 
also gencrally carried. Marked increase in December sales reflects the heavy demand for 
electrical merchandise before the rise in retail prices resulting from the new excise 
tax of 25 per cent on the manufacturer's price took place. 


Restaurant receipts gained 7 per cent over December, 1939 and were also 7 
per cent higher than in November, 1940. The gain over November was about in line with 
the usual scasonal movement, the seasonally adjusted index advancing from 71.6 in Novem- 
ber to 71-9 in December. Annual sales were up 8 per cent over 1939. 


| Varicty stores transacted 11 per cent more business in December, 1940 
thin in 1939 and gained 83 per cent over November, the seasonally adjusted index 
advancing from 116.5 in November to 120.3 in December. Sales for the year were up 15 
per cont. Rosults on a regional basis show the following incroases for tho month under 
‘Teview and for thc year: Maritime Provinces, 23 por cont (27 per cent); Quobec, 8 
‘per cont (13 por cent); Ontario, 12 por cent (14 per cont); Prairie Provincos, 7 por 
cent (11 por cent) and British Columbia, 4 per cont (10 por cont). 


| Results for jewellery stores are not incorporated in the general indexes 
of sales but returns from a sample number of stores in this trade indicate that 
December business was 13 per cent above December, 1939. The Maritime Provinces reported 
/a gain of 17 per cent, followed by Ontario with a 15 per cent increase. Sales were up 
(14 per cent in British Columbia, 11 per cent in Quebec and 6 per cent in the Prairie 
Provinces. 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1939 and 1940, by Kinds of Business 
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Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 
December, 1939 and December, 1940 


Sales in December, 1940 


[ compared with sales in December, 1939 
} 


Boot and Jewellery 


Shoe Stores Stores 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES (AVERAGE FOR 2355309) 
Maritime Be a Prairie 
Provinces Deere Ontario Provinces 


Department Stores 


Year and Month | Canada 


December, 1936... 


176.6 17156 17765 160.6 162.0 
December, 1937 .. 186.9 189.0 185,8 Lois 172.2 
December, 1938 .. Li2«0 189.9 17852 163-0 174.5 
December, 1939 .. 207-6 208.9 198.2 117-9 177.0 
December, 1940 .. 248.9 226-9 221.6 1s Pe 202-1 
1940 
July eereeceone 105.1 88.1 86.2 84, 6 104.0 
MEUDt «+ sevens 111.0 102.5 101.0 89.7 124.0 
September ..... 116.5 123.1 118.9 107.3 119.0 
DELODCY ceyeces 154.3 14352 138.6 149.0 139-7 
November «see. 157-8 148.7 15252 160.8 142.5 
' December «2.+4.- 248.9 22669 22156 ah ears ne 202m 2 
|% Change, 
| December, 1940 j : ; : 
Reecnber, 1935 419.9 8.6 +11.8 , 8.1 a 2 
7% Change, 
fA-Dec. , 1940 


420.4 +11.1 413.4 + 8.6 +13.0 


Jan--Dec., 1939 


| Variety Stores 


‘December, 1936 .. ; 

‘December, 1937 .. 193.5 234.8 

December, 1938 .. 202.9 248.2 

‘December, 1939 .. one? 267-3 

‘December, 1940 .. 239.0 279-2 

1940 

| ae ee Te 109.9 119.42 

| YS ae 109.6 132.0 

| September .... 107-4 120.4 
Betober «+--+. 136-2 12297 
November ..... ‘ Ney lers 133.6 

imeDecember ..... : 239-0 2739.1 

f Change, 

| December, 1940 Piha 4.4 
December, 1939 j 

&% Change, 

_ gan--Dece, 1940 411.3 +10.2 


Jane -Dece, 1939 || 


December, 1936 .. 
December, Diy of Br 
December, 1938 .. 
December, 1939 .. 
December, 1940 .. 


1940 


September ..... 
meroper ....... 
November ...... 
December ...... 

{ Change, 

_ December, 1940 
December, 1939 
Change, 

| gan.-Dec., 1940 

_ dJan.-Dec., 1939 


ral 


If) Binal figures. 


ae 


oy wae see ese 


eps anew: 


ne ree wR 


ate bre 


Pr 


eee 


per 


apace ences 


+ 


ear rd 


oe pe eee 


Tepe cecgee eres Wey 8a 


eet 


Por Sy 


PA ame 


mage a OT SR 
ae 


oe ie 


stm ee 


é: gees 


cS eke 
oa 
: cite 
. 
‘ ' 

‘ 

4 * allay 
‘ 
ee . 
> 
1 


die ‘ 
Sah te he) FRAN Tw er OR 


RYN irae aH 


- . 
oan 
. 
a ‘ 
ay ae > 
16 
; 
. ne 
M a 
env ath ties HR 
iy Ste. eye Sa 
9 , 
=e 
x ~ 


i 
.) + 
, ” . 


te 


re 


etme , 


a 


eee bre 


Bea ea Da 


4 


* 


HI 


ieee DHA ‘est 4 


cs 


CR MAN A ge AR San 


= ve "9 
? 7 a 3. > tz 4 A > 
} 1 - J 
q ‘ ° 
Pee meager * 
ee tac el 16 
i 
= . 
‘ ar 
: evs 
¢ a 
ie Of 
, = 
5’ | f* 
om cca ee: 
; 
| 
; 
, «© ® SF? ‘ 
t 
1, ce oe 
z . . % ¢ 4 
4 , -_ 
aI 
= % 
’ — i a 
ae Ane 
i 
ry 
sd 
ran volve 
2 { 
, 
% 
ra i 
H 
, . 
. . 
tT 
) 
: A 
; 
: 
Col a 
Te. ae a he 
1 | peaee tri, relates 
5 
4 


ta eres 


DEPARTME'? STORE SALHS IN CANADA, BY SELZCTED DEPARTMENTS 


| DECEMBER, 1939 AND DECEMBER, 1940 


(Based on sales of 19 firms) 


% Change 
1940/39 


a a EE savers? cepeatiascudihe eras sraccocioptiepicmeeoee aeaeeea tee 
i December | Hacemnee 


$ | ~ 

TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ..4.-...-..--. | 36,638,519 | 41,770,784 | + 14.0 

: | 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ...--sessssecuee | 2,640,318 4 3,084,177 + 16.8 
Ree ENON fance”| Weer id: oe cc's ese oc es bate a eo | 1,297,985 | 1,545,201 + 19.0 
RE OV Meee OVOS 6/6 1h ane 2 Wire elcieiv ieee wis ok ea haces 2,167,400 2,587,474 + U9 .4 
MoT PEC IGOR SOLS) is c-cie oes. 6 ole a. t acole wie eave ales oe | 1,957,096 | Caen Sf AP (CA 8 + 13-3 

le | | 
5: Millinery CET Cie iat fer imc Ua sur a Sk yt ea Be Pe SP ee ou avvoeons eae 259,144 | 270,977 + 4.6 

cy Fa . } | \ 

6. Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) i company + 16-6. 
7. Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings ........ 5,050,018 | 5,613,505 + 11.2 
| | 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ...... | 1,479,305 PUR CN SW mar 
9. Piece goods ...... Pte Mae eA, cal AR EN had es (a sae 2,082 ,623 | 2,283,479 + 9.6 
BEOMALAWATOS vic bere yc lb tetra caus ee erereovenes bo eO9 2926 | 1,814,487 + 6.1 
MOOG ead KIMNGTSd PrOGUCEE, +406) <e seo haw ee tines aes 2 535,785 2,741,040 + 8.1 
12. Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ....... | L212 S56 1,485,391 Pigeis 5 
BEMGMe TUPTLGHINGS 4. ioe ees vaccine ener e nee e eens | 1,894,732 2,160 ,2 32 + 14.0 
, 

14. Household appliances and electrical supplies at 716,525 | 1,048,622 | + 46.3 

) 

Waeo- Hardware and kitchen utensils «1... -esseeeeeeeon 858,438 | Leoily2i96 | + 08 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ..-+.. 631,858 | 749,694 | + 18.6 
17- Shoes and other footwear ..... Piece wae Preah wie aun «aie | 2,710,674 | 2,947,937 4 BR 

i 
f 38. Stationery, books and magazines -++rerereereeeeee 1,340,999 | 1,386,751 | + 3-4 
| | 
19. All other departments, total -....---+eceeeee ig 6 ,0935335 | 7,099,374 + 16.5 
i | 
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GENERAL SUMMARY 


Marked increase in consumer purchasing is reflected in retail trade 
statistics for November, 1940 when doliar value of sales for twelve lines of business 
jdealing chiefly in food, Clothing and household requirements averaged 19 ver cent 
jnigher than in November 1939, ‘This is one of the highest percentage increases yet 
recorded in the statistics for corresponding months of consecutive years and compares 
with a gain of 12 per cent for the first eleven months of 1940 compared with the 
corresponding period of the preceding year, The general index of retéi1 sales, un~ 
adjusted for seasonal variations, stands at 105.6 for November, 1940, 102.9 for October, 
1940 and 88.5 for November, 1939. The index for November, 1940 stood higher than for 
any November since November, 1929 when the figure was 119.9. 


| 


} 


| The increase in retail trading reflects augmented purchasing power in the 
hands of consumers, The greater increase in November, 1940 than in earlier moaths 

may be attributed in large measure to the prevalence of cold weather conditions during 
the latter part of the month resulting in a marked stimulus to the footwear and clothing 
trades. Revorts froma representative number of shoe stores reveal an increase of no 
less than 43 per cent in November, 1940 over November, 1939 while the shoe departments 
of department stores reported an increase of 34 per cent. Ments clothing store sales 
vere up 26 per cent and women's clothing stores gained 24 per cent while the corres»ond= 
ing departments of department stores were up cl per cent and 23 per cent respectivelys 


| A second factor contributing to the favorable showing for November, 1940 
.ies in the fact that comparison is made with November, 1939, when sales had declined : is: 
ollowing the wave of consumer purchasing which characterized the first two months of 

she war. Nevertheless a considerable portion of the November increase reflects a 
‘ontinvation of the upward movement in the underlying trend in retail trading, the 
seneral index of sales, adjusted both for differences in number of business days and 

‘or normal seasonal variations advancing from 93.9 in October to 95.f in November, The 
werage index for the first eleven months of the year was 90.3. 


RESULTS FOR IMOIVIDUAL TRADES 


411 twelve lines of business included in this survey reported increased 
ales: in November, 1940 over November, 1939, and, notwithstanding the fact that retail 
rading normally experiences a seasonal decline in November from October, five of the 
welve trades reported an increase in this comparison. 


| Shoe store sales gained 43 per cent in November, 1940 over November, 1939 
nd were up 14 per cent over October, Cumulative figures for the first 11 months of the 
ear were 12 per cent above the corresponding pericd of 1939. The gain over November, 
339 extended to all sectors of the country but was more pronounced in central Canada 
han in other parts. Ontario and Quebec both reported increases of approximately 50 per 
ent; the Maritime Provinces reported an increase of 25 per cent while sales in the 
Tairie Provinces and in British Columbia were up 18 per cent. ‘The seasonally adjusted 
ndex advanced from 82.2 in October to 96.6 in November. 


| Candy store gales increased 26 per cent over November 1939, Although a 
*cline of 4 per cont below October was recorded, this was less than the usual seasonal 
pvement, the adjusted index advancing from 68.4 in October to 70.7 in November. Totals 
or the eleven months of 1940 were 17 per cent above 1939. 


| Men's clothing store sales were up 26 ver cent compared with November, 1939 
ad increased 11 per cent from October, the seasonally adjusted index advancing from 91,6 
1 October to 95.2 in November. Sales averaged 14 per cent higher for the first eleven 
tonths of 1940 compared with 1939. Results on a regional basis show the Maritime 
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rovinces leading both in tho llovomber comparison and for the year to date. Percentage 
increases in November 1949 over 1939 for the various economic divisions with results 

for the eleven months in brackots age as follows: ifritime Provinces, 38 per cent (37 

| per cent): Quebec, 28 per cent (13 per cont), Ontario, 2 per cent (16 per cent); 

| Prairie Provinces, 24 per cent (5 per cent); British Columbia, 20 per cent (9 per cent); 


Women's Clothing store sales gained 2k per cent over November, 1939, and 
although declining slightly from the value of business actually transacted in October 
were, after seasonal adjustment, on a higher level than in that month, she seasonally 


adjusted index advancing from Bho feo S8e4e! Sales for the first eleven months of the 
year were 15 per cent above the corresponding period of 1939. The Maritimes and Prairie 
Provinces were equal in point of view of increases Sales in November but the Maritime 
Provinces continue to lead in results for the year to date. Percentage increases for 
November with figures for the eleven months in brackets are as follows: Maritime 
Provinces, 32 per cent (%1 per cent), Juebec, 18 per cent (12 per cent), Ontario, 22 per 


cent (15 per cent), Prairie Provinces, 32 per cent (11 per cent), British Columbia, 29 
per cent (18 per cent), 


Department store sales increased 21 
6 per cent higher than in October, the seasonali 
92.4 in October to 97-7 in November, Results fo 
| of 12 per cent. Repartment stores registered mo 
_ Western Provinces 
| for the year, Increases for the month and for ¢ 
Provinces, 19 per cent (20 per cent), Quebec, 


Drug store sales averaged 12 per cent higher in Novemtisz, 1940 than in 
November, 1939 while a 6 per cent decline from Octob 


Seasonally adjusted indexes from 103.3 for October to 99 


-9 for November, Sales for the 
the Maritime Provinces 

he eleven months, percentage increases 
Maritime Provinces, 17 per cent, (14 per cent); 


| rio, 13 per cent (9 per cont); Prairie Provinces, 
6 per cent (6 per cent); British Columbia, 13 per cent (g per cent). 
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| Furniture store sales gained 9 per cent over Nove 
‘ll per cent from October, the seasonally adjusted inde 
October to 88,2 in November, Sales for the year to da 


mber 1939 but declined 
x also receding from 90.8 in 


te were up 15 per cent, 


| Grocery and meatstore sales increased 19 per cent in November, 1940 over 
November, 1939 and were also 5 per cent higher than in October. This is a trade for 
Which monthly sales figures are influenced to a considerable degree by the number of 
Saturdays occurring in the months for which any comparison may be made. There was one 
more Saturday in November, 1940 than in the corresponding month of 1939. On making 
allowance for differences in number of business da 

Sales importance u° different days of the week and also 
Seasonal movements, 


November. Sales for the first eleven months of 1940 were 


Indexes of sales for grocery and meat stores are based on returns from all 
the larger chain store Companies and froma sample of about 1100 independent grocers, 
“esults for chains and independents being weighted in proportion to their relative 


importance in the total grocery and combination store trade. Returns from meat markets 
‘ithout groceries are not included. 


| Indexes for the Maritine Provinces are not available. 

‘egions for the month of November with averages for the year to date 
Ollows: Quebec, 15 per cent (7 per cent); Ontario, 21 
Tovinces, 19 per cent (16 per cent); British Colunbia, 


Results for other 
in brackets are ag 
per cant (11 per cent); Prairie 
22 per cent (18 per cent, 


Hardware store sales gained 14 per cent over November, 1939 and, although 
| decline of 11 per cent delow October, 1940 was recorded,this was legs than the usual 
Seasonal movement, with the result that the Seasonally adjusted index advanced f rom 

38.6 in October to 100.5 in Novomber. Sales for the year were up by 8 per cent, 


Music and radio sto~> sales in November, 


1940 increased 14 per cent over 
Tovembor, 1939 and, after gcasonal adjus tnont, 


were approximately on a par with the 


_ seasonally adjusted index stands at 71.4 “or November, 71.6 for October, 76.2 for 


oo 4 on 


Ostobor lovel. Although sales for the year to date for this trade stand 22 per cont 
above the first eleven months of 1939 the trend in the seasonally adjusted index 

during recent months indicates some reduction from levels of earlier periods. ‘The 
September and 84.9 for Aveust 


while the average index for the eleven nonth period stands 
at 80.2, 


Restaurant receipts gained 9 per cent over November, 1939 and, although 


a decline of 3 per cent in actual receipts from October was recorded, the index 


adjusted for seasonal variations increased slightly from 69.4 in October to {de 5 02D 
November, Sales for the year to date were up by 8 per cent. 


Variety stores transacted 23 per cent more business during the month 
under review than in November, 1939 and sales were up 5 per cent from October, the 


seasonally adjusted index increasing from 114.6 in October to 116.8 in November, 
Results for the year to date showed an increase of 16 per cont. Conformity? with 


results for most other trades, increases in the Maritine Provinces exceeded those in 


other sections of the country, percentage increases for the month with figures for the 
first eleven months in brackets being as follows: 


Maritime Provinces, 36 per cent 


{28 per cent); Quebec, 21 per cent (15 per cent}; Ontario, 24 per cent (15 per cent)s 
Prairie Provinces, 17 per cent (12 per cent): British Columbia, 16 per cent (12 per cent), 


Results for jewellery stores are not incorporated in the general indexes 


of sales but returns from a sample number of stores in this trade indicate that 


November business was 17 per cent above November, 1939. The Maritime Provinces 
reported the greatest percentage gain at 25 per cent, followed by Ontario at 20 per 


cent, Quebec, 15 per cent, the Prairie Provinces, 11 per cent and British Columbia, 
10 per cent. 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1939 and 1940, by Kinds of Business 


| Noveriber, 1940 | Ounulative 
* Or = per cent 


$ 


| Indexes 
Kind of Business | compared with 

Yovember November , October | Jan.="Tov., 1940 
| i200 Bel baat es Jans 0%— 4 1939 
Nera me sree nie zs 
Mmeoneral Index ceesccecs + 6.9 + 1993 hes 2.6 +111.8 
| Boots and Shies .....6. Syitel +425 as Se doa aia NS 
Candy SCORCOECCHOCeeeeee co 24.2 a 26.3 | id 3.6 ~ 7. 
| Men's Clothing Ceo eeneen + 2fe2 a 2569 5 auet a Bee | ae pea 
| Women's Clothing ....6, + 16.9 + 23.7 | ee ae + 15,1 
Wmepartmental cocsescces + 10.4 + 2145 ly oe Gael | + Lege 
PN oss Se Werner: + 8.2 + 11.5 oh pay a0 6D ay wl ae rae BAO 
MOL UUTO Week edna ve es = 6,1 + 8.9 | = 10.7 | +152 
Groceries and Mgats .es OL Oey +L S28) AY Oc. 7 tt1LO 7 
MTOWATC coceecess cence oP ne + 14,2 | 7 11,4 +) Gee 
music and Radio ....ees ~ 34,5 + 14,4 pabboactee v2: + 22,2 
| Restaurant Coo Foe eee eae! ~ 20.6 + 8.6 [me 34 + Se2 
Variety OVC Ce Cero ereseg! Gr 250 7. 2245 + oreh + 1529 


Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jeweller Stores 
Benes ANA Jewellery Stores 
October, 1939 and October, 1940 


| | Sales in November, 190, 


| Compared with sales in November, 1 
Region 
| Boot and Jewellery 


Shoe Stores Store: 


Canada eoveeedbovaopevdraey 


faritime Provinces oer oveceseces + 2,9 | » 2393 
duebec 200000602 eerrcecevesedses 7 Lad t De 
Intario CHTCCHPSC Ceeesabetesereeoe a 499 | ae 206 
*rairie Provinces PPP evCoeevneanpnoce Ks 17.7 * 5 10.7 
3ritish Columbia PO Fo oveernoensgen | ne Lief | 7 10.3 
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| UiksDJUSTED INDEX SUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES (AVERAGH FOR 1936-100) 
ee 
Prairie British 


| ; iaritime | 
|_ Year and Morta | Provinces | Quebec Ontario | Provinces Columbia 


Men's Clothing Stores(c) 


November, 1936 sos 126.1 116.2 “0305 6} 6129.8 =| 29,3 112.2 
November, 1937 oo) 129.5 119.8 2500 13005 34709 12267 
November, 1938 ..., 121.1 111.9 222.5 119.3 149,2 110.3 
November, 1939 oes 128.0 142.5 a5 129.1 147.1 111 
November, 1940 ... 161.2 195.9 150.3 160.4 182.5 134.3 
1940 
~ dune oS Ban 142.8 128.1 11541 105.4 108.2 
| so 95.0 136.0 91.7 S207 87.1 93.2 
August reeeeoceel 97.6 138.3 92.0 94.9 86.8 109.7 
| September ..ccoe! 107.5 135.0 99.1 107.1 110.9 105.3 
October .eooeseol 145.3 L765 133.3 LU4 6 167.2 127.3: 
| November .....cel 161.2 195.9 150.3 160.4 182.5 134.3 
6 Change, | 
_ November, 1940 | 
Rovenber, 1939 | 725-9 +3705 +27.9 +2l..2 +21 #20.4 
% Change, k : § ; i : 


. {i 
me Nove, 1900 Fy | +36.7 #12.8 56 rN Gs Sete 
_dan.-Nov., 1939 } | 

| i Fi 


| Stores 
Jovember, 1936 ....106.8 

fovember, 1937 ....114,4 
fovember, 1938 ...111.7 
lovember, 1939 e0e) 118.2 
fovember, 1940 ...)7045.3 
“ho 

June Ses sSeecee el 116.8 
July esis a cesel (Oss 
MPEUSE ooscsceee] 96.4 
September ....,./114.3 
October sesooeoei 1hZ.2 
“November ....000/ 146.1 
Change, i 
, November, 19440 a 
November, 1939 *"S-7 
Change, ‘ I 
 Jan.-Nove, 1940 | 
 dan.=Nov., 1939 I ete 


5 
iy 


Tovember, 1930... 95.41 (a 102.9 
Tovember, 1937...'105.2 (a) 102.1 110.5 
lovenber, 19380 4'103.4 (a) 106.4 9203 
lovember, 1939..4/111.9 (a) 109,3 107.8 
lovenber, 1940. 4,133.0 (a) 125.5 131.4 
ho i: 

Z| June re eeeeeee li 139.8 (a) L39¢e 149.3 
\ July sesevccessil 16.1 (a) 105.9 ye 
| August eseeecee 140.2 (a) 115.9 i 647 
September eoeesii ll 3.8 (a) 107.8 11545 

Misober oo. 50.0127.1 (a) 121,3 12745 

_ November reeee0//133.0 (a) 125.45 1314 
Change, i | 
November, 1940 H1e.9 | (ay +14, 42149 
_ November, 1939 ih 
Change, ji 
- gan.-Nov., 1940!'410.7 (a) + Tol +13.4 
| Jan.-Nov., 19391: Re SN 
4) Figures for the Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid disclosing individual 
operations. 


Final Figures. 
>) Includes Ments furnishings. 
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Uli DJUSSED TiIDEX WUMBERS OF RETAIL SaLks (VERAGE FOR 1976-100) 


(omen senanetenns enone io ET 
ea 
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Maritine | 


Prairie | British 
Provinces 


Provinces} Colunbia 


Quedbed Ontario 


| iy Change, 


November, 193 bsts2 | ; 
November, 1937 oe if i225 119.8 | 119 67 | 120.7 129.6 a wisp 
November, 1938 .. |[i2053 | 108.3 120,44 | 118.6 131.2 08,4 
November, 1939 ..1}125.9 131.9 128.5 | 126.1 128.7 112.6 
November, 1940 ..|/ 152.7 156.4 147.9 | 151.2 160.1 | 14345 
1940 | | 
MM IUNG aee5eee0001| 110.6 15941 124.0 | 111.9 | 99.8 tse tee 
Daviess. oes «ot 69.5 q05e1) 1 63.1 | G02 Vee eaeee | 104.0 
PCUSE 5 eeucena tt 101.5: |)112.0 102.5) 10i.0. 4 |) 1 ¢9.7 | 12h,0 
September ..ee.}/116.1 116.5 Pike 118.9 | | 107.3 i 611656 
I October cesses ff 143.5 154. 143.3 | L5G Os a) eT oe 1 oes 
im, November ..... i] 152.7 156. 147.9 | 15le2 | = 160.1 ( 143,45 
ae a 
ovember | e : i h 
Hofenber, 1939 #21.3 +18 26 15,1 | +1949 | +244 +27 4 
| | 


Jan .-Nov., 3 | +12, 3 | +20,4 H " 
Jan lov. ae | | 
* ' 7 ' ba ss | “ 
! me a ORIN LR 


_ November, 
i November, 


193 
1937 o« 
November, 1938 oe ft 


| | | 

| 99 .8 ! 107.8 | 108.2 
November, 1939 ..] 118.9 116.4 | 109.2 | cy eee) | LLb ye 
“November, 1940 .. | Gest 140.3 | Peo mn aba og 133.6 
 igko | | | 
ee ape Teo oats. g. Wh aon | 1241 
Ey relay ae 152.1 123.4 | 107.7 109.9 pins ys 
Sm sugust ..;...., 14.5 E3Ls6 426.4 109.6 | 132.0 
|, September ...../ 133.0 122.0 | 106.5 107.4 spit Brake ee! 
IB October .......| 153.0 DEC he PN iedG BN Ie cian bial, 
MMiovenber ....., | 162.1 | ser ales cei a leh aaa) Ganlee p= 
| Change, > ‘ : | | : 
| November, 1940 : i Poa PETG. | ais 
Miovenher i935 +36 3 +2065 ! 23.5 : 16.8 | +16.0 
 # Change, i | : | : 
 gan.-Nov., 1940}; | /  +12.3 +116 


Jan.—Nov., 193911 


November, 193 ee | 
) vender, 1931) wexll 
November, 1938 .. | 
November, Nec beter 
November, 1940 .. | 
igo | 
i June os ceeseeee | 
July Or eeceoens 


MPUZUSE coseeece |i ; 
September ..... /1116.5 119.5 Mee 5 115.5 120.1 Lelel 
BePOUCr .o...0 (1128.3 | 1342 tesa 1 423.1 | 142.3 133.8 
November ...... [121.3 129.8 Mee),  L22.2°) 0) eye 117.4 

6 Change, \ | | | 

November, 1940 |} ‘ +9, +r 2, | + 5g +134 

_ November, 1939 ae oe pe nn ‘ | : 


6 Change, 
 gan.=Nov., 1940 


69 7 ; | : | Bee 
_van.=Nov., 1939 re bi a 


2 Final figures. 
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DEPARTUENT STORE SATES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


NOVEMBER , 1930 AND NOVEMBER, 1940 


(Based on sales of 19 firms) 
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i November ! November: re. Change ; 
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TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS | ae 
I 


| Ht 8 4 awa dee mia en 5/74, te - , f 
m Women’s dresses, coats and suits .-vccesceoceee paths 2 532 dee Ae 2.4055.,754 ee a7 ae 
D. PN 47 sa = 5 - ¥ { 
Pee f ONC Ont eee WAT cs: eave te cbyeesveodav ae 1,144.605 4 4 37°17 
3. igh Syst e4 Py. anu B- Ooves GIG OAT WPCC Re Ce Ble A) er 8De 8 ree! (ole) dle © @o0 RO heey a p 344,372 | + 18.2 
Me Lingerie and corsets .--....... Fore ibs cog ie crseeeoti 1,032,342 | 1,208,146 | + 17.0 


{ 
H 
| 
632 486 
| 
| 309,961 7 + 17-6 


6. Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) ... 


q 


3,799 3966 


7- Men*s and boys' clothing and furnishings ....... 


8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations «.--- 596,607 TOLS519 


L2G. TATA Leee WOO erg os 


Fe Piece goods fe Give ow C4 6p Oe H 88 6 Cee ve eH DO Og 6 8 eR Oa w 


Oe Smaliwares OS OL CO Oe: Te SO 8) 1 OOO Oe OO ORE OUP OR Se (OO CEL ODe 1e 962,041 USO Fao IS: + 8.5 


d. Food and kindred products -«ccsrecvercocrvreascoos 1,787,764 | 2,093,990 sae aes 


° = 5 23 Le \ 3 
i2@e Furniture (including Mattresses, Springs; cseces 020.273 


nae Wy owe y ae + 14.6 
| 
1,490,560 


\3° Home furnishings ei Louis tke Triplets igh Orie. (0) i 6 eho (oe OMNemeemoiem etre aL @ 4 


4 Household appliances and electrical supplies Feo pa5L 
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5) Hardware and kitchen utensils .----+-+seeseeeaee 


6. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ....... 452,300 


2,269,706 


7- Shoes and other footwear ..... ce 


; 
eS + eet ee meas — ~ a 2 
ea ae a NS intrarenal ARN eA A A amend smn 


| 

| 

| 
701,180 | + 13.9 
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oe | 451,184 + 12.9 


3,300,769 | + 22.0 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES, JANUARY, 1941 
(1935 = 1939 = 100) i 


General Summary 


| & substantial decline from the December peak is the narmal experience 
of most lines of retail business in the first month of the year. The extent of the 
decline is not uniform for all kinds of stores. It is greatest for types of business 
“such as candy stores, department stores or variety stores dealing in goods popular in the 
Christmas trade and it is smallest for lines of business such as grocery stores or 
restaurants which deal in merchandise for which there is a fairly constant demand. The 
experience of the past ten years reveals an average decline of 40 per cent between 
December and January in the composite figures for the twelve lines of business included 
in this monthly survey. 


Sales declined in January, 1941 from December by somewhat more than 
“the usual seasonal amount, a result which may be attributed rather to the unusually brisk 
December business than, to any reversal in the underlying trend in consumer purchasing. 
Comparisons with January, 1940 were favorable. Dollar sales in January, 1941 averaged 13 
per cent above January a year ago. All lines of business shared in the increase, results 
for individual trades ranging from a gain of 9 per cent for furniture stores to an 
increase of 26 per cent for stores specializing in radio and electrical goods. The 
general index of retail sales, unadjusted, and on the base 1935 - 1939 = 100 stands at 
(102-0 for January, 1941, 174.2 for December, 1940 and 90-0 for January a year ago- On 
adjusting for differences in numbers of business days and for normal seasonal movements 
the adjusted index stands at 124.2 for January, 1941 compared with 131.0 for December, 
(123.1 for November and 120.0 for October. 


Note:--in order to conform with other series of index numbers issued by the 
Bureau, the indexes of retail sales have recently been revised to a 
new base, namely, the average monthly sales over the five-year period, 
1935 to 1939. This is the first issue of this monthly bulletin in 
which the new base is used- The complete series of index numbers on 
the new base for earlier years will be contained in a special summary 
now being prepared. 


A second change has been made in the method of constructing 
the indexes of variety store sales. Previously, the monthly returns 
from firms in this field were adjusted to allow for opening or closing 
of branches so that the resulting indexes reflected the trend in sales 
for a constant number of stores. The indexes as revised are now based 
on the aggregate figures reported and reflect the trend in sales for 
variety store chains as a whole, rather than for a fixed number of 
units. 


Results for Individual Trades 


Shoe store sales gained 15 per cent in January, 1941 over January, 
1940 and were down by 45 per cent from December. The seasonally adjusted index increas- 
ed from 107-5 in December to 116.1 in January but was considerably below the November 
peak of 130.4 


Candy store sales were 19 per cent above January a year ago. A 64 
per cent decline from December was considerably more than the usual seasonal movement 
With the result that the seasonally adjusted index declined from 129.7 in December to 
117.0 in January. 
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Men's clothing store sales averaged 17 per cent above January last 
year, results on a regional basis showing increases of 29 per cent in the Maritime 
Provinces, 8 per cent in Quebec, 19 per cent in Ontario, 14 per cent in the Prairie 
Provinces and 19 per cent in British Columbia. A reduction of 54 per cent from December 
resulted in a decline in the seasonally adjusted index from 125.7 in December to 121.6 
in January. 


Women's clothing stores gained 19 per cent over January, 1940, 
increases by regions being es follows: Maritime Provinces, 26 per cent; Quebec, 17 per 
cent; Ontario, 21 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 10 per cent and British Columbia, 18 
per cent. 


Department store sales averaged 10 per cent higher in January of this 
year than last, increases in the extreme east and west portions of the country exceeding 
those in other regions. Sales in the Maritime Provinces were up 15 per cent while 
British Columbia sales gained 18 per cent. The Prairie Provinces reported an increase 

of 5 per cent while Quebec and Ontario both gained 10 per cent. Sales for Canada as a 
whole declined by 56 per cent, the seasonally adjusted index receding from 132.2 for 
December to 122.6 for January. 


An average increase of 11 per cent over January, 1940 was reported 
for a somewhat smaller coverage of the total department store scles for which a break~ 
down by departments is submitted. The shoe department and the radio and musical 
instrument department were practically unchanged from January a year ago while all other 
\departments reported increases. The furniture department was up 21 per cent and hard- 
ware, 20 per cent. Household appliances and electrical supplies were up 18 per cent 
while home furnishings gained'16 per cent. Gains for women's and men's clothing were 13 
per cent and 10 per cent respectively. : : 


Drug store sales averaged 15 per cent higher in Jenuary of this 
year than last and declined by 27 per cont from December, the seasonally adjusted index 
standing at 124.1 for January compared with 132.0 for December and 115.5 for November. 
Seales in the Maritime Provinces were up 19 per cent, Ontario, 17 por cent, British 
Columbie, 15 por cent and Quebec and the Preirie Provinces, 13 per cent, 


Furniture store sales gained 9 por cent over January last year and 
were down 52 per cent from December, the sensonally adjusted index receding from 145.3 
in December to 120.1 in January. 


| Grocery and meat store sales gained 13 per cent over January, 1940, 
increases fér the various cconomic divisions being as follows: Maritime Provincos, 12 
per cent; Quebec, 9 por cent; Ontario, 16 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 12 per cent 
end British Columbia, 17 per cent. Sales declined 13 per cent from December, the 
seasonally adjusted index falling off from 128.3 in December to 122-2 in January. 


| 
| 
| 


Hardware stores transacted 11 per cent more business in January of 
this year than the last while a 44 per cont decline from December wes slightly greater 
then the usual seasonal movement, the scnsonally adjusted index receding from 135.5 for 
December to 132-5 for January: 

| 
| Sales for the radio and clectrical group were 26 per cent higher 
‘then in January a year ago and were down by 49 per cent from December. Rostaurant 
receipts geined 15 per cent over January, 1940 and were 7 per cent lower than in 
December. 


Variety chains transacted 20 per cent more business in January, 
1941 than in the corresponding month a yoar ago, gains in eastern and central Canada 
exceeding by a considerable margin those in the western provinces. Quebec reported the 
largest goin with nn increase of 25 per cent followed by the Maritime Provinces at 24 
per cent. Ontario salos wore up 20 per cont while increases of 10 per cent and 1l per 
cent were recorded in the Preiric Provinces and in British Columbic respectively. 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1940 and 1941, by Kinds of Business 


Se ee rere 


January, 1941 
+ or = per cent compared with 


Kind of Business : : 
January January December 
1930 1940 1940 


pererad Index. vos... 0 ~ 12.9 + 13.3 ~ 41.4 
Boots and Shoes ..... Bree bs . 9.5 + 15.3 | 44.8 
Uhl TAGS Shy i aon ean a a - 40.9 + 18.7 - 63.8 
Men's COIN OTS Yew ole ee vos ‘ 205 + 16.5 ~ 54.0 
Women's DLORVENE) «sts se ous ae E 10.5 + 18.6 - 54.4 
PSVOrLMSNLAd sed o5 ecie vere i 23-3 + 9.7 ‘ 56.0 
eR ae Fclate a Gly wee org ys : * 2.5 + 15.4 - 27.4 
we dal tas a ae : 20.8 + 8.5 : 51-7 
Groceries and Meats ....... = 7,3 : be -~ 12.9 
Hardware ........ thee ens ‘ 10.1 + 11.2 - 44.0 
Radio and Electrical ...... 

Restaurant ... > ee ae ase A 
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J eo ae 
UNA DUSTED INDEXGS OF RETAIL SALES, BY PROVINCES (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) 
Year and Month ea CANADA | Waritine [ Prairie | British 
tk ree Ut Provinces | Provinces Columbia 
Menten: a aes ge noes Hens Clothing BAS, 
H ‘ ni i 
January, IE 66.0 { 603 GAe8” ft ,  6daG 1 aoe 71-1 
January, 1937 - fovk a4 Gort 74.9 80. 3 63.8 16.6 
January ; 1938 “| eae Cees 17.9 1857 69. 3 18.3 
wees, 1937 «+4 69-8 ag) sce 69.0 12.3 63.0 1395 
January; 1940 (osoy || 89.6 TheT 81.6 VOga 80.4 
ery, 1941 al 91-9 115.4 80.3 OTe 80.3 95.8 
3240 i 
| Rugust <s-e esse na 91-4(f), 133-3 92-7 94.8 86.0 111.1 
| cenhor et | 107-3 130.8 99.8 106.9 109.9 106.7 
Mi October .......- veel 145.3 165.2 134.3 145.3 166.0 128.2 
| November cee 16023 182.9 150.3 160. 3 181.7 137-3 
| December ..4-+-6 r 299.6 Dele? Wea2 2997), 178.8 201.6 
pp vas | 
January eek ake se Oeg 115 
4 Change, | 
| January, 1940 | || renee 428. 
| January, 1939 I 


eee ee er Se eee ee eet Se pe eet 


Stores _ 


Pre ga ES ST 9 a sere eee ace 


H i i 

January, 1936 abe eae tale 66.6 58.6 boon 6251 68.4 
January, 1937 -..- | Tae 74.8 67.2 716.6 59.8 69.3 
Bnvary, 1938 ...-{! 71-7 81.0 65-9 715.6 66.0 eae 
January, 1939 | ot a ae 15-4 oy ay 69.2 70.9 71.2 
January, 1940 ot 74.2 | 88.1 64.5 78.3 72.6 (ee 
Seeery, 1942... * 68.0 | | 11087 15-4 94.8 719-6 91.6 
1940 | | 

oust... +... Me GoeOt. «| 126: 2 85.4 95.7 92.4 1203-3 

September ...+..4) 114.0(f)1 130.1 103.1 Agra 106.3 123.3 

Meher... 6... 147.8 wei6 |) 1Adis 144.8 160.8 140.8 

November «.ce---|' 147-0 183.1 127.9 151.5 16203 138.9 

ee | 193-1 229.8 183-3 203.8 177-4 17367 
4) | 

January res 88.0 110.7 1564 94.8 79.6 91.6 
if Change, i 

January, 1940, +f 418.6 425.7 #116-9 sy ahi re 418.3 

January, 19 939 | 
ge SL Sep : a 
Mery, 1936..--, 93-9 | (se) | 102-7 | 924 81.6 89.4 
Bemuery, 1937 .--- 99.0 | (2) 100.1 101.9 86.1 99.9 
fenvery, 1938 -.+-| 94.9 | (g) 97.9 98.0 80.6 90.5 
January, 1939 .---ll 93-2 92.0 99.2 97-3 14-9 19.0 
January, 1940 ....]} 104.4 103.8 106.5 107.4 93.5 99.0 
Penuary, 1941 .. 118.2 116.4 Dees 124.4 104.3 115.5 
1340, 

August ........-f 124 ata) 131.3 109.6 121.9 150.9 139-6 

September 1 108.9 118.4 102.0 106.5 124.6 109.9 

oh pee oey (8 22202 114.8 121.6 130.2 121.4 

November ....... Piven ly 127.5 118.8 130.2 129.1 124,2 

December ay | ‘else 130.6 141.6 129.9 130.9 
1941, \ 

fenuery .......- f 118.2 | 126.4 116.5 124.4 104.3 115+5 
f Change, : | 

January, 1940 9 4 13.2 | $12.3, + 9o4 415.8 +11.6 416.7 


a eats 
January ; 1939 1 Bia gape eed 
$i « - 
Siena ancien ie toreesinnnensrneetneecate ne 
: Sategeme Ss 7 
mee ee wee me) ee estos ee ee et ee — a Sc = = re: > 


- aa ¢ ‘ 
,o; includes men’s furnishings. 


f) Final figures. 
(g) Not available. 
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UNADJUST&D INDEX: ww OF | RETAIL SALES DAL, BY PROVINCES (Average for 133) 21547 8 = 200 


<n ddl Beech erat idicoatgiaiatioge cence ene et ue 
DN alii ree secs ik ey eres cee a a ae Ra ae SS aaa Ee ee aie ers emai 


‘ encarta psedienesate inci nevesnenistesteeranenneneenstearreareioeere eee et 
| : | see gy i Prairie British 

ar and ay DANADA } uebec Ontario 
ss SES | oataa | Provinces 8 Provinces Columbia 


nrg tren opartment Stores 


: ' 

January, 1936 na 70.3 | 70.6 10.2 
January, 1937 ag | 74.9 76-1 peer 
January, 1938 sell 73-4 69.4 7 a 
January, 1939 ead 71.0 63.7 LF 
January, 1940 es | 84.2 85.3 718.9 
January, 1941 saad | 92.4 98.0 93-2 
1940 } 

August o-c- el 99.8 109.4 a2 eS 
i onbor een 124.1 114.8 116.6 
BetOber «+<s..%. | 141.2 15251. 136.9 
November ...... 2elt 150.9 155.5 139.7 
December fers 210.2(f) rae 197.2 
1941 
January - Algelsene | 98.0 93.2 
7% Change, i 
January, 194°. | + 9.7 | 414.9 +18.1 
__January, 1940 es | 
pe Pau 
January, 1936 An | 54.4 | : 9 52-8 59-3 
iy Pe G4. bt 0 57.8 65.1 
anuary, 1937 Bera | . . me re 
as ee Oy te | 3 67.3 71.4 
ee sin bod | at 4 80.7 78.2 
January, 1940 .. “i 7 | eon) ae 
January, 1941 ae 96.7 ; 29 9. 
1940 | | : 
© ee og 3 20) iN «5 P3021 127. 
meres oe bent 12 128.6 115.9 
Pi onber ee rae 125.5 pie ee 
October ....... “| 146.9 ae erin oe 
November ......, | 153-8 4 , 
a 2 Samet 212.9 
December .-..... | 276.2(f)| ‘ 
: Bary Pane eve ner 96.7 | 9 89-1 87-0 
% Change, i : 
January, 1941 --|| 719.6 | .8 +10.4 411.3 
_Jamuary, 1940 Bain th abate OSG EANY. 
Drug Stores clot esol lactone tone Ng 
Hi . : S407 | 249 
January, 1936 ....jj 87.6 82.6 | A 4 ate 91.8 98.2 
January, 1937 reoel 97.1 | p29 100.3 ; | 4.5 37.6 
January, 1938 Aad Oy 97.5 me a Me de 
Beery, 1939 «+.} 96-3 | 93-6 100. v* 
| 105.3 106.7 101.4 99.0 100.9 
January, SD ikea 2 2 i . oats 118.3 111-7 116.2 
January, 1941 cal 117.9 | 125.2 
4940 tf is , 115. 119.1 
Mieust ......+.-- | 115.5 130.3 TROa0 115.0 yi) vA 0% 
) 107-8 Live ay ae) 
September ...... : 1124.3 oe ae 118.6 138.4 128.4 
Es re f 124.1 . ; 122.4 114.5 
Movember ....... 116-9(f) 126.4 oe 157 i 170.3 162.8 
December ....... | 162.4 196.1 155: ‘ 
’ oe, oaa7.9 : 125.2 120.6 118.3 117 116<2 
Change, f 
January, 1941 vf pe tk $18.9 +13-0 416-7 =] 412.8 415.2 
January, 1940 _ Cet IS CARS ei ce ca be Oe Me rAd a peienesetiemcesraecede 


(f) Final figures. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
1939 and 1940 


(Based on sales of 23 firms) 


i 
| 
Women's dresses, coats and suits ..«....... iq 27 T61s765 24,668,112 


A | + 13.4 

‘ ie 
Meeciris’ and infants’ wear ...i...... Hares Gietesg are 75350,481 8,744,905 |; + 19-0 
B Hosiery and gloves ..+...-.-. Se ce eR ee ey. 10,783,760 11,858,921 } + 10.0 
4. Lingerie and corsets ........ FACMO AS UN a a 7 Mes 10,438,834 VV 621599 te dee 
BE OCU ele Fale ete eH ede Mba wale n aidle~ 


3,080,053 33037329 ter fee 


6. Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) 414 39 60,186 892 


27,129,674 29,793,844 | + 9.8 


7. en's and boys’ clothing and furnishings .. 


- - 


3. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations .. 


Pslosg7 20 7,855,669 | + 9-7 


Cec els ys ve a6 oo duniees gig spine He 16,946,744 18,719,636 | + 10.5 

+ 9.6 

My. Food and kindred products --occesscrescceseces 21,521,226 22,845,465 | + 6.2 

12. Furniture (including mattresses, springs) .. 12,203,729 14,605,509 | + 19-7 
| 


> Smallwares ....... Bieter ee reaver + istniw'rs (evebecs Pure gr aet as: 8,401,379 | 9,206,903 
| 


13. Home furnishings -...--+..- mR atetWah veins eens 4m le Wo 15,496,559 165212, 05. 0 19.5 
| 
14. Househo]d appliances and electrical supplies 6,193,432 7 5623 ,129 | 4 2 So. 
5. Hardware and kitchen utensils .---.-----.+--- | 15957 ,471 9,184,070 + 15.4 
|! 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies . “| 3,492,654 4,006,011 | + 14-7 
: 
| @] Shoes and other footwear .ce see ree eee eeecees } 17 54945,952 19,359 5839 | + 10.7 
| | 
i 
| 18. Stationery, books and magazines «--++e--e-ee. 4,165,732 | 4,418,019 | + 6.1 
: | 
19. All other departments, total ...-- bly ech euwi a anal one | 28,316,052 | 31,768,263 + 12.2 
t 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


JANUARY, 1940 and JANUARY, 1941 


(Based on sales of 16 firms) 


January 
1941 


? 
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ......+..>. 
1- Women's dresses, coats and suits ............. 15200),212 1,444,157 | + 14.6 
| 2. Girls and infants’ wear ........ CS ats PsN hee 365,475 423,897 | + 16.0 
BIR EY ANG) TLOVOG: A 04 oo cgie «ice eles 0 Be ba e 0 bs 575,874 629,749 + 9.4 
Mune wer CG ANd) COPGOLS < +6 eee ei ae eee bate 720,684 810,980 | + 12.5 
MT inery ... cece teen POPS LAM Ae ate a 
6. Women's and children's een Crenen 1-5) 
7 Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ..... 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations . | 537,146 600,705 | + 11.8 
Mr Piece goods «......-- lols iis Ly kmre a eicln clans te as ye 1,663,853 1,860,565 | + 11.8 
10. Smallwares «-+--+--. Clas tee cee hee recs cecereall 678,414 700,343 | + 3.42 
; 
11. Food and kindred products -.....-.... Stace es 1,686, 361 1,926,503 eb roe 


12. Furniture (including mattresses, springs) .... 1,031,853 


110 ,695 mA a en ct ho: 

* Wnemerad 2.932 5940 | 3421120 
1,492,512 1,644,833 | + 10.2 
1,251,589 | + 21.3 


Mmiome furnishings «1.5.1: -. see eee e eee rece ence 1,033,475 297 O56 : 15.9 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies - 392 ,648 463,062 | + 17-9 
>. Hardware and kitchen utensils ....--++e-+e--+- ee 475,614 570,783 | + 20-0 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ..... 307,742 305,172 B 0.8 
17- Shoes and other footwoar ......... ge be ae aa abe 896,030 895,847 (e) 
18. Stationery, books and magazines «---+-++-+ eee 248,253 280,467 ; 13-0 
19. All other departments, total srcssrereceereres hiebebe oy tot 1,888 , 509 ‘ iat 
is OE crea Rb cence in ek.. ieee eeeNneeO 


| (e) Change is less than 0-1 per cent. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALBS, FEBRUARY, 1941 


(1935 - 1939 = 100) 
General Summary 


Retail sales in February were ig the January volume and exceeded 
by 12 per cent the amount of business transacted in “a year ago. The increase 


over February last year was about on & par with the gain recorded in the January com~ 
parison, cumulative figures for the first two months of the current year exceeding by 13 
per cent the dollar volure for the corresponding period of 1940. The composite index: 
for twelve lines of business for which data are available stands at 101-3 for February, 
19741, 102.3 for January, 1941 and at 70-4 for February a year ago. The number of 
business days in February is normally less than in any other month of the year. On 
adjusting for differences in number of business days and also for normal seasonal 
variations, the seasonally adjusted index stands at 130.2 for February, compared with 
124.5 for January and 130.9 for December, 1940. 


Increases over February last year were general for all trades and 
for all sections of the country. Shoe store sales were 22 per cent above February, 
1940, men's clothing Store sales gained by a similar margin, women's clothing stores 
and radio and electrical stores were up 17 per cent and furniture end hardware stores 
16 per cent. Sales of condy chains ranged 33 per cent higher than last year and variety 
store chains were up 20 per cent. Increases for other lines of business included in the 
survey were 12 per cent for resteurents and for drug stores, 11 per cent for department 
stores and 8 per cent for grocery and meat stores. The Maritime Provinces continue to 
dead in point of view of increased business except in the case of grocery and meat stores 
where gains in Ontario and British Columbic were slightly highor. 


Results for Individuel Trades 


ee ST eae) 


Sales of boot end shoe stores gained 22 per cent in Fobruary this 
year over least and werel7 por cent lower than in Janusry. In the Maritime Provinces, 
salos advanced 33 por cont, while Ontario and Quebee recorded increases of 25 and 24 
per cent. Improvement of 17 per cont was shovm for the Preirie Provinces and British 


- Columbie. sales were up 8 per cent. The index edjusted for -differences in number of 


business days and for normal seasonal variations moved Sharply upwerd from 114.2 in 
January to 134.2 in the latest month. 


The increase in candy store sales, which amounted to 33 per cent over 


February, 1940, was greeter then for any other trade. The extent of Valentine's Day 


business is reflected in a 50 per cent increase over January of this year. The seasonal~ 
ly adjusted index jumped from 117.2 in January to 139.9 in Fobruary. 


Men's ¢lothing store sales gained 22 per cent over February, 1940, 
but purchases were 10 per cent lower than in January. Increases in verious regions of 
the country were as follows: 32 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, 25 per cent in 
Ontario, 20 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, 15 per cent in Quebec and 14 per cent in 
British Columbia. The seasonally adjusted index advanced from 121.4 in January to 1393 
in Fobruary. 


Sales of women's clothing storos were greater by 17 per cent in 
February, 1941 than in the seme month of 1940, but were down 10 por cont from January. 
Sales wore up 32 per cont in the Maritime Provinces, 19 per cont in Quebec, 18 por cont 

in Ontario, 13 per cent in British Columbia and 5 por cent in tho Prairie Provinces. 
he adjusted index advanced from 121-3 in Jenuery to 136.3 in February. 
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Canadicn dopartment stores reported scales volume ll por cent groator 
than in February < yoaor ago, and Z per cent ebove Jenuary, 1941. Increases in various 
goctions of the country ranged from 18 por cont in tho Meritime Provinces to 9 per cent 
in the Preiric Provinces. British Columbic sales inereescd 16 per cent; Ontario, ll 
per cent end Quebec, 10 per cent. Tho sonsonelly adjusted indcx stood at 125.4 in 
February, slightly highcr then tho 123.3 rocorded in January of this year. 


Seles of those department stores which reported sales by departments 
averaged 12 por cont higher in Fobruary this year over last. Increases were reported for 
all departments, but furniture continucd to show larger increases than other departments, 
with improvomcnt of 29 per cent over February, 1940. Other departments showing notice- 
able improvement were household appliances with a gain of 17 per cent and hardware with 
an advence of 14 per cent. Sales of men's and women's clothing were both up 10 per cent. 


An increase of 12 per cent in drug store sales was recorded in 
February, 1941 over Fobruary, 1940, while the adjusted index moved slightly upward from 
124-1 in Janvery to 124.6 in February. Regional results reveeled increases of 17 por 
Bent in the hicritime Provinces, 15 per cont in Ontario, 11 per cent in British Columbic, 
mo por cont in tho Preirioc Provinces and 6 per cent in Quebec. 


Sales of furniture stores incercased 16 per cent over February of 
ast year while the adjusted index rose from 124.6 in January to 133.5 in the month 
under revicw. 


Grocery and meat store sales in February this year exceeded by 8 per 
cent sales in the same month a year ago. The seasonally adjusted index was 127-3 for 
February, 1941, compared with 122.0 in January. British Columbie led other regions in 
this group with 2 gain of 11 por cent, closely followed by Ontario and the Maritime 
Provinces wheres gains of 10 per cent were recorded. Quebec sales were up 6 per cent 
and the Preirie Provinces reported a 4 per cent advance, 


Herdware store sales averaged 16 per cent higher then in February, 
1940, while declining 7 per cont below January. The adjusted index moved upwerd from 
134.3 in January to 140.7 in February. 


Seles of radio and electricel stores were up 17 per cent over 
February, 1940, but decroe.sed 6 per cent below January. The seasonally adjusted index 
was 146.3 for February compared with 143.1 in January» Restaurant receipts were 12 per 
eent higher than in February 2 yoar ago end declined 5 per cent below Ja ery 


kK gein of 20 per cent in variety store sclos for Ginnde as a whole 
resulted from the following incrcoases in various regions of the country: 34 per cent 
in the Maritime Provinces, 21 per cent in Quebec, 20 per cent in Cntcrio, 13 per cent 
in tho Preirice Provinces end 9 ver cent in British Columbia. Sales for this trade were 
7 per cent higher in February than in January of the current yeer. The adjusted index 
‘moved upward from 151-4 in January to 153-6 in February. 


The summary of boot and shoe store sales and jewellery store soles, 
Which appears boloz, gives results for ath Januery and February, comparisons 
for January hiving been omittod from the bullotin for thet month. Jewellery store sales 
averaged 30 por cent higher in February this year. Ontario, oa a gain of 40 per cent, 
and British Columbia, with improvoment of 35 per cent, led all other regions. Quebec 
sales gained 24 por cent; the Maritime Provinces, i323 per. cent a the Prairic Provinces, 
10 per cent. 
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Gomperison < of Roteil Seales of Boot and. Shoo tores and Jewellcr y stores 
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Jonuery and February, 1940 and 1941 
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Sales in February, 1941 
compared with sales in Feb-, 1940 
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Comparison of Reteil Sales in Canada, for 1940 and 1941, by Kinds of Business 


| apap dilimatiencntnettendes Sediment Lindiinatiedineieudhaliimesieateee-onmos ee 
a* xs 
' 


oC ahr ae Pa ined onhnimctnnclatnamanedtteedatndin cit named 
t' eens amrmmerinneeretes Fe Rete Aas tapt eae oe ne e e 
* 4 P Pee 


February, 1941 Cumulative 
a tah ae — ker cent compared with Indexes x 


Kind of Business 


: February February 
uid Be tibet bea cEyG 


a oe ee 


Jan.-Feb., 1940 


pe eS, + 12.1 wie be G 


General Index mest + 12.9 
| Boots and Shoes meerveeae | = 31.6 + POM eg 16 bi + 17-2 
Candy i A 2 wi ote L + 32.8 | + 50.1 + 26.9 
Wuen's Clothing ......, ey eee + 21.6 | - 10.3 + 18.8 
| Women's Clothing ....... -~ 21.6 + 16.6 | - 10.0 nae ye | 
| = | : | 
Wepartmental ........... 1308 + 11.3 + 1.5 + 10.9 
ics ....... oh ee | Poe tek al ~ 4.7 + 13.7 
a eset Nace | ©1506 + 25.4 + 1408 
Groceries and Meats .... + 0.9 + §8.2 ~ 0.9 + 10.6 
Hardware eeV ener arwere. ve ~ 923 + 1565 - 6.6 + 14.1 
! . 
| Radio and Electrical ... ~ 21.6 it hae ae + 22.3 
' 7 | | 
Meteurant cesconess snes - 32.0 | + 12.2 -~ 5.4 + 13.7 
EG ya cees ca uv saan 
| 


+ 65.9 + 19.6 SB ns Og: + 19.8 


‘ 
0 er rns emrmennenceb res xeriereen- tea eee 28 ee ee re ee ee wees ate : 


os a uN i i 
Wises." 
Wi ‘9 


” ‘pastel th sss li il bbshrat.s 


{ i 
wedmeenecsdeneetsss seater 


: Boyt e fraey er | 
ayant Hip A * 


: mae. hh 
RSPES be 40) aan sli ta 


. Pye enon g cee ee 


anh dt 


cs 4. L ¥ Pre pe cess 
Let gt Oe a me t renal GAT, . 
o oa ca sei ahia' ak ee “a oh ia £ ay 
4 Sr uf ae. 7 nas incom tne ont aoe ers 
RE hye see soil dk alpen 


b 


i 
“ 
¢ 
— ey | le 


pee te Oy RO AE I ee 
om. i 5 


wa Dn 
‘ { fy - rok 7" 
Pos 4 . i 
} 
‘ 
+. 
i r ne 
tv a nd oe 
| 
f ce’ 
ti tse be 
V7 
i es. 
* f 4 oh 
' 
ly 
i 
T 
2). 
- a - ae Se 
p= ea ae) = ’ 
; 
1 
‘ 
> 
. ~ 
i 
| ” 
‘ 3 a 
i 
5 = ai, Vee an ce 
i s ; ¥ oa ' 
| ? 6 >)8 ateou hag BOE 
‘ % teh os ry =) 
‘ a) . “) = 
v 
: | A 
= | €- a, w ald cows cag tan OTR 
, + ¥ . ’ i . ; 
" ad a Ww rt ; 


P : i | | 4 


es ee areel 


. | id re 
ar ; G4 ee- Le 
“i « 


>a 47 
, I wotj susnzoa uodn ATeSreT peseq exe sexoput Apueg (y} 
suteyo Apued [te 9 J 4 ee 


‘SSUTYUSTUIN S,Uo sopntToUy (9d) 


Aa a as Ga AERTS ART ADR a IR TERE SE CR 
ee i ; j | | Atieses +> Speneeee 
a ; | | | (oad == (ee ee | Z-4€T | 9-99 oe cx | € “TOT | ees. 
3 : i 4°27 j tb E90 €-6), €°6ET : 8 | ‘ z { “OTT 0°0O : G°?TL | €*?oT ee Mie et Beene eee 
ee ee lne-en ee eee ene | | | — 
i | | t i es | Oo Soe a: Oe et ae eae . me Sequlso eq 
i sss Been ih, yet | S922 H(F)O-LOT | Q-9vT W(F)E°ORT | TovdT a ia 
cngruee [érnor | grzet | gone [(orser| orton |C)9° ae | Leet | gee ae oe oe oo eee ean ar ene sects 
GeSTT | 6°9TT fh EOC) -o- \ ee a ee : 1 CeCay | GeyTT | s°S0l | “ePOL-b etl 3. - Eek | 6 fb . ae 
4 . , 2 “OvT | Gren | Sst ; . it . Creer es? TOQuUsTAaes 
rete aree | 6 -0cr | Lee /- -620cE | Oro tts|| O° ; ope leno os eset ye °Otl 1 eae pe as 
grit jevett | beore [toate | Esser | over trate | Evtov | 9-60 | 8-96 bees ie ee oe 
g°ctl BeatT 9°9TT 8°66 oe = ‘ | POLL | gree H=LOt | S-29 { peeled ase Hl S°7TT c*cOt e eee Orme cr ane eunr 
TIT | O*gOT | 9°YTT | 0°88 ye ere e-oroe N t-cor 9h Rear aa aoe oe ee pee 
eS et [ ee Ge 1 ee Sah | 2 +60r | o-Lot # «= y-got  €°got | 6 -oot | g-Ltt LETT | ae = owe we ae 
S*600 | v*LOT |] = T "SOT | 6° | : “<62t } 9*20t|S-tot |] £°96 |o-0g f S:ToT | 6-90T ff O°OTT | T" = eee ee 
"QOT | 6°EOT |] 2°90T | 2°SOT cee | eee ere : £9 €-2tt | 6°S0T Ilr’ id 
ao 7°60T | g°SoL | 7°S6 | O°90T | L-zoT yf  9°SOT | S706 | -9°STE | S°QST | € -OOT E 8 | | i OvéT 
! | | 
| : ; ; ; CECT TT Get Z°vET | 9°99 2 AGT le STO? oe bee pee 
eae igs ss . | ey eee : oH mn | @-tot | 2°L6 | s-90t | b°4S eal V0 eee oeee ane 
Caoisec Onl 1 ac BOT O78: | = oe Sh 6-49. 1 = 9°C4 hop ay ee Gti | 3 ec 
- hey -9G= 20296 gga 0 ; 8°23 | oo a Cor 1 60g frre t es QE6t SAaensgeg 
Sad ee ee | eee | eto | Loot |6-z6 || b-€otyg°zs | €r€ot {4-08 | 
: , ae - ij eee Fe0td “09 ; is i 6*Z20T i T°09 vevosee [CLT SKxenaqeg 
geoot j b-06 «| = 2-00T | eSh | 2° S01 | | eee Lezo tt ogezot |6-76 «ff oo-vtt | 97s z | Pe tee ees... 
Pe eee) coro fe tor | 09 | Ergot reg) 820 | sor | 2966 (346 fco%e6. | tpl | gcct ¢ a 
a. . To Seah6 1G 05— 4 y°SOT 1 8 : aad: F “Cf flecreees GE6T *SArensqeg 
ee ee ete eS Sb eae ete 12-95 || s-€ot lc-c6 {| 6-86 [Seay ff GS-26 fo | fees 
- 1 = ° ° H pa = ah = ‘i Oe se oe AY 61 Areniq9 5 
6°26 | C99 L°v6 | ‘ag © ha O7 86) 6 *c9 i ees pois -4OT 99 ! 76 G°6y i 84799 |-OSTLe fi ve 2 2 
bs ces : : 5 ‘6Gy 4 <9-06 1 0=25 |S 8°88 | se : 1°69 fier rere ECCT MArenaqog 
Lio Lotte O t6 i 6 a) i 8°26 eS $ pas } Ge£ LT°vOl | 4-99 i! £*26 i ZS i| “a TQ | mi 1B Bigs ed $f 1 2 
aa | $08 ee i Eas es se oe a le-gor f  L°vot 28 | ae eee coe Gago 
erv0r } 9766 | "66 | sql Ee | becert elo - Spot |o*let HW y-get 1 S°bL  { i Pere pe 
g°-ort | g*zot |] = grszt | 7°66 ee ee ean pe | 0°€0z ee | 9-06t 19°16 | Lev€t | 6-got || op poo 
Gi Pe tTe |) StL 9°gOT } L°9St | 2°tot i acy i T'Toz ( Q°OLt 9°99T 1 T-got | SS ihe CS 99 See 6261 mf 
9°€2T | g-yIT feeeesSe no 90L b 4 7240} e Lb i ave: T av : | I eo Mem emse 
ences Siam Sacto er at ei ae Scie ee eee Sa yyuor pue seojR 
——— a “pews RST“ BTS [SRA eee Mae thee oe ee ee 
Pe em esse, eh eh ll weer eee be eee ae 


*suOTLETICA Teuoseeg pue sheq ssoutsng jo sequnyN 4of peisn(py -q -peysnf{peun -v 


A A RE ST 


[ aof OdvIsaAy) - SHIVS TIVLEY HO SUMANNN XSANT 


Pen 


+4 
vz 
nn Oo 
oe % 
(i 
” & 
or 
= 
hy ne 


ie 


2) 


ee ee 


> 
te o- 5 
ir +1. ? * ih nt Cree * ei ord 
¥ i 
‘ u 
, : : Pn 
; f te Oe 40s i) Set an oct are 
4 ” an hn Hh sah Ox ; % 
We tv ry og ae ie I Pe + { ares | Se Lab han pete dy ran 
Pe Pd) a ict By ; ; ag f 
: Se kaa ities ¥ a apes 4 
‘ ' Le 3 ; Maly ¥) * A Oa ray a 249 Are a: 
i tw i | AG Law ieee ae roe ei is 
Ry st veo ™” ‘ ampere ‘hi hem bers § 
} 4 me i. : 
q a i i ’ Pre nt een i 
; 1 ae . ‘. * 
. r ’ ay aif s ¥ Te 
S r ‘ # ‘i 
é t Ach J ..5 eee ee 
, fas. 0 = ae aa FS 
i | ae, ia rear eey Poe See he ahh Re inl 
i ~< - A fa © a ptew 
ate © - po A ~ - ee reas ay heehee om @ 
r 
> 
j ¥ 
2s tbe) ¥ f ae ’ 
f° ak Civ’ 2 On ih ie dnote ety HP Rice a ete ea er > i 
: ' ‘ . . . oy it . wr ¢ - #. 5 


eared oN | % Ly 
af Fi: ee whi Fak ~ <4. os vai ie Pa ean 
PR Sa ok, | eet nee ba ean 
Peo tat a mh hda sapoot a hs este 
oe dh we be net 

Oe. ee eee 


Np ee: ent niethete iad ae Ww a 
‘ 


= 


i | oh ¥ 
we ead SR mee eae bs 


6 Be eS ie 


5 a: Bien 4 Ss nay ain pene Sie Reeth NaC sone ' 
yank SS eR lL ea ll Vg tie es Seen ts 
1 + é eo 4 ‘ i Se We ee bie 


‘ : 4 7 N ie en | . , 
ot ee ea er Ge Gey Sy ake) Ble Sie ah aa) oF ean aa as | 
fe Ea we AA Been) ER: Rear a Mla) sed ae VL Tee Siri ee 


’ ath ARE 


> 60 th itl ee Ge ae eh Pon COE, REN, 200 Os aha te 
ss r yy Li “ Ae aye * wey stew iiss ni em} yr f ‘ ive en es ‘ Cc) ty: Pd oy a 
“) a) < Wa Tans. See Re i i - y i se Fete fr Pn, PF 7 io uy 


Diam sdeaiided Lana a “ oe iewierd ey oiled beni le Sasalhie aires yh ty JOP ere # wees rene gente Kae kfmumpsed / 
7 : me: LEN Ghd LES A HG aS Fe hs: Ber ya ee a Re eee 
* ty, o. ~ * ’ . 3G ‘ e ? 
' soae eh ay hes ke et Pat ee AS a a Oe Oe 
Hide. Ch eh yoisy eave ‘ “ ; chee eee 
hs ; 
} ¢ * rq rn 
4 J § 
: 
e Reve Aepeyeny ¥y lee me rod 
; “ sts ; Aria a - . 
; 
. 
; ~ f . igh sexs re ae Th a Fe 
’ y ‘ 4 ‘ ‘ ‘ 
’ . w" ¥ t ¥ * 
, M wh. a 
wre: a ( me ‘ " 7 oA me , 
y ? oe ee ; i vt i 
owe ” ° ht 
pure ; { ba her PAS ee to 
P - ‘ ‘ . 
m, yw 7 ; der. a 
é u - he ‘ - of v 
e Pe 
. File 2 ~ 
fi eg ; reel ae : x 
' 
i ‘ r% Ky ty Bet fa 
a . ‘ ’ 
F ’ ry y > S Poy anh 7 V yes PT i. to 1 
< A cr * 4 od ae Am a, 
t ed per ' v) ; a} UE ASS, a BE ary Ps pn 
i . % ‘- ' mn 4 b 
4 E oabée - . a x eo ae a ee Sere eee wee 7 
Oo “p< , ‘ , “, "LaMar. Puy ani iE x Ta vaca 
; . » - g << é ‘ ry e » F 
j of Tews ee) é i fa crap [as 
" 7 c y : 
' , f 4D : <3 
i ¥ a £ 
~ - — “~ * - 
j - ve ~~ vot al 
‘ ¢ . 
i ~ . 
” + ¢ * 
* . ‘ ‘ 
. . « 
: , 
# 1 ow "A ‘ Le 
7 a P > r4 
a. “ ™ oe) 
‘+ bey : » 
° ims 
7 5 
“ 
' ‘ . 
” cn a * a aby Pi 
‘ ’ 4 . j 
‘ i, ' € pa H oy ao? or 
he ; iF A + 
Lod ne i 7 7 e 
y ~ “ ve : : ’ Pu ;| * 
eT aig eliat ot bk aloe at aiUhels 
ja% ; ©) Bike? « hy prt ~ "Anis Tr Boy 


*SOUNSTJ Teuty (5) 


= oP os 


i | i : 2 F | ¢- 6° | G°EET Z°YOT Sen Ona aoe o> Arentqo 7 
ho 0) a SETS all €°99T | gQ-got L-OPT | 99d Let att | | a a: sts 
(F)y°TSt | 6°96 | eae [= 0*01T TET | est Sole Aree Pee oo rat leet ons, | gc} Eee : rete eee. i 
il t vo 
i ; ; 
o-9rt | z-olz Hl (x)6-Htt | g*LIt = o°y2z ister | Z°9VT Peake S -GET | eregn | 8 °S9T | Ge EP 
Q°€bT gest | 6°€It Z°60T L=41t aoe 09 ct eee a 38 es ee ra [GEL = Are eer ee 
L°tvt | 6*9bT PeOU nS eek Va | Gayre ic 28 Gel | AVI Sp Oke c0cl = “reli 4 gost | trreees os goquogdea 
61ST 6+G2r II L*Q0T O°TTT ff  9°4ttT 6*€€T EocTy Ge Oe Le emer 91 t 6 got } Q TIT pa loa | aie ee | 
BOVE OO" GEL g"eor | Ssete | “e+eer |S 9+gor | lee | =2°9 0 J°eel | evel € “gil een eae ie ee 
L*92T Q*SeT O*TOT 0°90T veer | T°90T 0°90T te ice L°yTt aah mE e-Ger fee? Pe cee ee piece > 
€*SeT EAS 9 °O0T 8°66 6°€9T o°99T L*6tt 9°6€T O° hcl Gate | b2S6t O°€2t il en 
ener 1. 9° rer PALO. L296 0T v°62t | OST COUT =e Cer Q°Ocr | 6°EcT O°LTT | ae | eee i Os dee 
9°02T 2*yOT $°66 0°66 9°S2T C6 S700 C-Ort c°9OTt Cc 9Lt byt beLtt a aoe 
Q*S2t_ | 9-got 0*z0r | g-oot | V2 aloes | Besit | T:6l | Q°6t | S-y2r | Z-2IT | 0°€6 re 
Fe 4 * 2 : e Joy = s cK } 
9°€St | L-€or g-LTT | Tot €-opt | 9-90T | L-ovt gob | Elz 69Tt | ae | ie wee rae ‘trataeee 
2°¢v7et L-9g et 9°26 ee Bae : ae _ 22 : ae eae | €-96 | tS] ane AT ee 
eeear 4 1-60 0°64 T*2Q S O'T a ; woe an 
S*v0t | 9-0h O-Sot | 1-26 Teror jone- a for | i906 vSOL | 9°96 Petras bya ere: oe renee 
v°L6 8°S9 0°60T E05 <3 ee ea ao te | Bie ae | et | ee tresses O67 ‘krenaqog 
6°€9 T-29 heoot | t-€6 | ee Ee Ne ae, | eae ta eee v6 roa eis eee 
T°49 Bog - ih Skee €-€g | 1-06 rere ee a ! ae a | on | ee ee hae pee 
Gehl g°Es 8°06 c°08 of} ag SC |e is —- ’ 
Toh 2°46 6°99 Soh | beng L-2S | ioe O°ge | v°€8 oe | —. ! ae ae aa ae 
S°S8 cae WLLL. f= GoLOL | ¥°SOT 6°68 i 6°96 itt Tey es ae | cae ee aera wee ‘ frensgog 
6°69 7°29 wTOET | Yeket le 4ezor >| -0-Eft eget | ELS eet *| aor }  tgtt | Es gohaeere ‘freniqog 
0-06 S*29 EtG | T26ST eS 269T >| -9 Ot fee ace fob g a ozteh or stt lee ct | aoe i Goce Stepney 
assy) C° US L°SQT + O°V9T H He eyL: 4 20-96 i = §°92T S°9tt | eee | 97ert | 6 
4 { ; 3 } 
eS ee. eter ott | : an dae ae wet pe ae ee sas Sees pee mae ee nets abe Ee osetia aiarcne? 2B A RNR See mee nee 
ge ares eeole.. a oe ee aie el eS? = = a 7 er VUO]T pue avez 
ZoTIeA : queINe sey | OIeAPIeH SVS] pug +7 A : Y LUO] 
ssiStsssssss reteset Smet + sso: <= 


“SUBTIVTIBA [TBUOSBEC pues skzeq Ssoutsng Jo JequnN soz peysnfpy -g ‘pegsnfpeug -y 


TOOT = CECT —SEGT HOT SHAY) — AS THAT A CaN WRU 


ee ee eee 


Pe aoa baa‘ ps los 


. ha’. 
Cor) St ede. Ct \ 4 ea ml 
hy gee Sg ee 
ny, EY Ue eS 
; : Yer * prey ~~ - 


ed ae eae Sige it ane 


ce . ye | 
RRR ET! ee 


alanis tin Cinnae oon en SONNY 


7 , 
gas dee’ 


3 
Baas 


eT 


PF (ibmlig he 1 = 
~ Sf eee Seeger a 


‘ee Fa | es 
oe 
PLAS tay ria 
~er 


st erty 4 


Lr CV 


ce “ say te ee ote woo 
; au." * I h, 
Ne ae oa 

4, ee 


hea ms esl Athy Seep pacte nmennrseytel St Sbaowet 4 P 


St ae at 
8 EA. 


y 4 
a” iF 
. | r 
: Ae 


| Oe pee irs 


va 
* ® 


,. 
1 ie ll 


= 
. 

4 
ral 
2 
‘ 

wa 

ee ee 


eos 


—— 


re | " 

; : : 
re - “ : 
“ 


mt 


s 
hy 
one om ot 


F<] 


Serer open * 


EL OCeL Ta? 


+. 


< ¥qTiEfeg. Lot 


8 


QuEg TASfeR 


SF er 
VS 2 re ree 
: 


eee ari time 
‘Year and Month \ 


SAAR British 
CANADA Pinoy theese Quebec | Ontario Geovinecel Oe bumble 
[eer tee rte cee eee pe ee ne LOVING S | Ge Ry a 
hee A ~~ tien’s Clothine Stores(c tale ome 
| Pobruary, Tose ee sr sae as Ne ae erp Oe 
| Pebruary, 1937 --}, 62.7 | 61.3 | 60-13" 66-8 | 54.8 | 60.9 
February, 1938 .«3 60-7 | 66.8 | 60.1 62a 4 Baa Ro oi 60.4 
February, 1939 “i os a Be % 54.2 mee 49.8 |} 60.2 
| February, 1940 oil Of. Glass 65.7 68.3 | 61.0 68.3 
| February, 1941 ..} O25 3 | 106.9 | ‘ee 85.5 | 73-4 tied 
1940 } 
September -...-;! 107.3 130.8 99.8 | 106.9 109.9 | 106-7 
BeeOber ws ¥- +5. Ho 145.5 165.2 | 13473 «| 145.3 166-0 | 130.2 
November i, 160;3 | 162.9 | 15043. i 160.3 | 161.7 13 tes 
December . | 199-7(f)} 250.8 | 171.9 | 212.0 : 178.8 201.6 
| 94) i 
Benuary ....... j Sens 12004 | | W956. 4 cla 19.5 94.2 
| Bncnco,. Beas \ 82.3 106.9 | 1323 | eae 73-4 cist 
| fe Change, | 
February, J94) i 421.6 | $31.5 | crm (ee | +20. 3 +13.8 
February, 1940 4 i ' { 
% Change, : | | 
ee I 8.8 | (433.0 SO ieee ames elie, CSL Le eee Up: 
_ Tan. 7 2. ed wd ON Fee OE ap PEL CEES Aslan cal Ba Paces 80 nh es Esai en 
) Women? S Clothing jOLored awe aS Pe DAwrhd lS 
Meeruary, 1930.) 57.7 | 86.7. Lei ncpo ve eas 55.0 52.9 
: en Goa. | 6 59.3 5964 5-2 
February, 293) CAs i OO ihe ' 5544 305 H Be; ey { 
February, 1938 elie Bln?) 4 58.4 | 64.9 : COLE blo neo air ran 59.0 
February, 1939 -<}) 5604 } beee. | Coibicteas Pea | 53-6 | 60.1 
Boruary, 1940 ..;, 68.0 | 70.0 | 66.6 | 67.9 | 68.5 10.9 
February, 1941 i 1943 | penne 4 19-4 80.2 ! y AS 79-8 
1940 \' i 
er OT Me are ee 130.1 | VOFey es bee | ORG 123+3 
Meopor o-e+-- ei (148-6 | PING 143.2 147.4 | 160.8 140.8 
November .-...4{, 146.8 | 178.3 127.9 151.5 162.3 138.9 
December <--.+-:]j 1932 »6(f)) 22746 1827 205.1 | 178.0 L227 
94h 1 
January «-... petite 168.1 a a 15-4 | 94.6 80. 6 a1 
y BOUruary «1-6. ft 19> 3 | G2el 19.4 0.2 Tis ; 
% Change, ; | 
Hebruary, 1941. |} 426.6 | Ao Gy iy) et ob 9 +10;.2 eae sdb 
February, 1940 \ 
» Change, | | | 
Jan. ~FRed os eerec = MS A 3 cS Ra Me ee | WR Ure Ke A Rick | +15.8 
Jian. - Bish. , 5 £940 sea 1 ay See tele Ream Re a gg ee ee ee eee Oe eieanenierrain see eee ee 2 eee eee 
Crocery anc Mowy ‘ovored. Se iis Ua aye ANA Bee Ate 
"SES CEC 7 APTS Pe eo ais 
February, 1936 ‘ oe eee (g) 100-4 } 93 | 3 cae 
February, 1937 St (g) See ot 92.7 Seay 70- 
February. 1938 t S650. 5 (g) 98.9 98.2 87.1 | 71+3 
A = i ike 7 2D; , i 98.5 ; 17%5 80.4 
February, 1939 r 75+ 4 2.8 103-3 | 
Mruary, 1940 ..# 108.0 106265) || RCO oat 109.6 | dant oe 
Mereery, 1941-1) 116.9 | 117-2 | 127-4 | mite iar ne | 1Lo+e 
1940 is ! 
September .....|' 108.9 | 118.4 | 102.0 Pi 206 aaa | 109-9 
Mover ....:..j| 120.8 a ee ae Ss eS ako: ae 121.4 
‘a H 6 ONL MEg | Wats pr Maciel e 129,10 | 124.2 
November ...... feos. 4 q | ; oe Ee 
December «...., | 135-5(f)| 136-30 | LOE oa 141. | ' | ‘ 
Reese 11860} RGA} GS 24 fa 115.5 
: 2 104.0 116.2 
4 February ...... 1 SRO na LEPRLS 1 des 120-7 | 
° Change, i | i { 
February, JS) + 8.2 | + 9.8 | + 6.1 | HOLY 1. a yee +10.7 
February 5 1940 | | 
Change, r | | 
Jane-Fob. . 1941. meee) |) aiow eer | 12.8 pete eee +13.6 
20. Fob. erermeee ee e  w  e ae eee ees 


(1 iiacs men's furnishings. 
f) Final ficures 
8) Not Pinble. 


+ ~-s 
* Beka 
." ~ 
Greed 
Op Mar te So 8 ee oe 
ee - ae = owrw, 
- 
a 

y 
oo 
¥ 4 
tj 
~ ‘ 
: ; 
. 
- 
d - 
er, 9 
© 
ae 
ay 
i " 
» 
* - 
j 
La 
7 ee 
> 
ee 
Hat 
a+ 
Lis 
r 
‘ 
- 
we 
Groh 
‘ ( <2 
Se 
x f 
wie s * 
M4 ‘3 - 
a 
o> V2 
a 
~ o> 
utr a 
bas . ' 
“ 
he . ‘ 
“e 
4 
ene © omtre “* 


escent api os nan ate ean oom 
: 


w= 
20D 


Sete ae 


iG 

Ce get 
7h 

= 


, =] Mi 
“ek ‘ x. | 
\ 
Yee mee - - wren | se 
: a) 
: - « ~*~ sine 
‘ 4 Si 
! . 
‘ 
1 oe he 
24 . 
> oA 
; t 
‘ * 
/ 
, 
‘ 
i 
} mS 
r et + 
4 rat? 
. i 
ry * 
t ? ‘ 
{ m4 
i 
é, * 
c 
{/\¢ 3 
f 
4 
. 
\ ; 
sh 
\ ‘Ws 
‘ 
t 
\ ‘ 
} ‘ 
; 
«a 
roe J 
ey 
. 
. 
7% ‘ 
i 
4 
\ 
, ’ 
; » 


cat 


Save te 
Mee 


“ E! 
| hae bh) Fee ge ety Oy ann 
at = 


; 
Bae 
ie 


4 en 
ere re | hy 
Si peek eae 

a 1 ¥ 
eS 
- 4 t 
sss] 
" 
* 
ee 5 
a 40g 
an j 
» Bie ‘ 
% b] 
wey : 
th 
at) 
bs I 
.s 
\ Ls , 
« } 
H 
‘ ) 
wae 
¢ i 
+ = , 
i 
> 
$ 
‘ y 
oe 
= 
| 
} 
, t 
if 
‘ . 
7 
» 
&S 
4 
>< 
. 
hs 
rr 
lth 
i 
* Sele 
' 
“* 
f 
‘ 


t ontD W 
ra oy Weta 


D or 


are 
i eS 
ity 
by We oo H 
oe 


ce 

> 
ty 3. Ve 
aie ae 


he a Ad 
DO Ras ei 
be + ’ 
ONG 
4 1.4 
a ta 
° fd 
; 
et 
rt oY 
aA 
et 
ad Fe 
, 
* - 
Ps ‘ 
ey 
& a. 
4 u y 
Are 
esate 
: _? 
Ave 
ay A 
=? 
* ° 
Y " ui 
Py ‘ 
z 
rhe 
i 
ne 
i 
er h 
~ <u 
j 
}-« 
o ws 
, , 
: 
* 


See pb he BO Pe 


4 
<p 


Ms 
an) w 
A halt 
CE ee) 
, rc = , 
‘* & ) iy 
' ~ 
rd 
: by og ay 
art be iba 
“e wy r’ 
i me of 
Moe 
‘ waa ‘7 
0. DLs ‘ as 
pues i gored 
| S Sy war | ad, >) ar 
{tp EES ee ee ae 
; ’ ey a \e, 
aay As: at 
oe ote - 
1 Eee 
re fe: 
: 
y 
ce r 
a \ WAS 
- ‘ ve 
hau 
. * 
$ 
a | i ah 
+! i 
t Cj 
- a ¢ 
je 
a « 
ad Tl 
Ea = » « = 
f 
a 
a 
od 
bee 
be ap 


—_ 


February, 
February, 
February ; 
February; 1940 
February ; 
1940 

| September 
October o-++sre 
November 
December .-.%.-- 
1941. 
January 
February 
/e Change 9 
February, 141 
February, 1940 


«veo @ 


2 @E S & 


eee eee 


© 2; Wis, ee 


Pobruary, 1936 .- 
February ; 
February , 
February , 
February, 
February, 
1940 
September serra 
October »:- 
November -.cces 
December . 
1943. 
January 
February o-+++++ 
Change, 
February, 174) 
February, 1940 
ph Chanze , | 


TG4AL <3 


owe e 


@9ecvoorree 


{f) Final figures. 


. . 
< *. 
ee EE ED TS eee aN 


obo ty ok. 
| 94-7 89.43 
Oke) ae 89.2 
| Oana 96.2 
chee 104.8 
| Mies Te SK O 
' 
! Pa 1550 
; 124.1 | = 12922 
wimlGs9 | 7 12624 
H 161.9(f), 19645 
Toe 126.8 
\ R23 : 1350 
+121 +1724 
| 
Riis: t) || Fhe? 


Jan-Feb. 1941 | 
Meee obs, 1940 


| 
| 
| 
! 


Oe pee ee 
{ 


ae SS oe Se ee LESS IT EY AE UOMO 8 aeons 
Fobruary, L930 ¢» j oyral 


RR a 


; Ge 3 
Sh ae 
. Ze 
6937 | 65.3 
86.7 | 9344 
103.7 125-0 
Bees 4) 16062 
pear ti ies 
276.2 | 368.5 
96-9(8) 110.8 
PO 32] 125.0 
+19.6 +33.8 
{ 
mg28 | #29.3 


ee ee ee 


oe 


cece ee (a ee ae TE A ELL TITS SSS A BLOT SS IS SY BS 


Dru 


MSaeye et 


(gn 
wae oe 


oo 


1 


_._. Variety Stores 


‘O27 


+22.6 


Store. 


AE SI) 
Fa 
6 


+ 9.5 


i 
| 
i 


Department Stores 


ee ee ee A NG LE ELLA LET AO I ES 


sO TER EEE EEF 


\ 
, 
=e ae ETE ET TT ET 


EE 


68.1 


~- 


Ure 
875 
86.2 
86.1 
9149 
LORS 


117.0 
138.4 
112.4 
169-5 


112.2 
LOY2 


+ 9.5 


+11.4 


AIL SALBS, BY PROVINCES (Average for 1935-1939 = 100 


SS ES ee 3 oe oe 
PSS SE SE EES ee rome EN 


ans 
Columbia 


| February, 1936 ve 7566 | 73.0 ay 16-6 | cr 7s eae a oe 
| Pebruary, 1937 --; T6275 Hea? <A 14 Teg eee ot oak Tes 
“February, 1938 of 15-4 | 69-7 Tete |. “Ook te | area 79:2 
“February, 1939 --[' 72.0 63.3 oy meres cella Ek)’ 15-5 
| February, 1940 .. [i 84.8 | 83.9 Oe anal 5.60 3 83.0 84.2 
February, 1941 ~~. | 94.4 | 99+2 $6.0 | 94.7 | 90-3 | 98.0 
September ..... olla to 114.8 116.8 eB pr: | 107-3 116.6 
October ....... Wma 1) 467.5 135-9 136.6 | 149.0 136-9 
“November «..... | 150.9 155.5 141.0 150.0 | 160.8 139-7 
December ...... 21022 245.3 215.3 218.9 | 192.3 197-2 
1941 
sary Bes We ot 93.0(f) 98.4 AOoe. OF .£ 87.6 93.4 
Meebruary .-.--. | 94.4 | 99-2 96.0 | 9467 | 90.3 98.0 
”, Change, | | | | 
February, 292 4) 437. : oo : | + 8. ae 
pom, oie 418.2 + 9-8 | H06 | +88 | 46 
4 Change, | | | | 
eee EL) 410-9 | 2416.8 co is We ne ON se sccm Alin ae, 6 
Te ec a CS cela 


Ga AR hss) an LOT ARS ST - 


| 

| 

: 

| 116. 
i 

| thas 
| 


| ia e 


] t 
Oe RE a BD 


me 


a 


~ aaa iy are 


sh eh untae enna aan rapa a enor me 


mn i oie EN NI 


. 
a 

; 

y 

<3 . r PS ae) ee ; =a ea ee 
a Seem a ees oe a ee 9 a tt 
Y oka 2 a * tem EA ; 2 j 
BS FO a a EG. I St I Ct ik ee 
ae © 7 Se oR oe oe eee a = x . 
fe Ge POET yO eS cp RY De | 
i 

t 

{ 

t 

e 

b 

* 


yor CH tA) 2 een cue 
Ie AS MR 
2 >, > * 


a * ' ye be : ‘ 
Seo Sat Jf et Moto. St Ge 
: " 


= — — é - -, . - = " _ > ma +: 
ee Fg tana em Aen p NA RE 9 n en SAN RE n | 
2 ” > 
a = 3 
i . : 4 Hy 
i i J s A 
, - Sat M e ¥ - 4 = Late i \ 
: Mir Sa oar a } 
ides ,, = xe - “s 3 8 
Te a r OE On cts 3 z= = ed 
iTS ag * G 
Os ,~ "i » pss Z t 
meds: te ; % = ; : 
Gi Rage: i ao es : 
ry 4 ad 2 
ops + t 
: 5 
ial a ies o- _ reo ers rey owed of Shaw = ogy tne Oita re hi 
7 i 
_ 
“y 2 
an | a 
al ine - Fal « om F oa . 
: + > F S15 f ; : 
ee aes ey Ee é, ‘ i Oh» OF Cora ed | f ; 
ae _ | ae , a : “v4 Lt ‘ ed a J 
= = . i os et: a Cos UF ‘ by 
7 i » * v > j i 
o. I Na ~ .. te . \ 
ld i 5 
’ 


‘hg 


ae wre eked 
~ 


ee ee ee nee 


sy 


. - : . 

ll wy hess 1. — ates s Ss ; Pay ef ‘ aes * 4 
Ah ERE Peery rr 4 a hee die soo OO ; 
LE] =) Ls en rs ah, Pet | fe 5 FO" oe aay ‘ ; 
a OR Yeon es Ot os dete pike et aa : ; 
bert bao ve cag Oy Seu tae d : a es ea a4 | ee a: p 2 
ee ee | Xie re aa Saas Ha b ‘ 
= i ' 

om ee Se a a oe —<s* ah ate Rpt nian se he ~ come Si - my er ; 
ee ee > t.. ‘ 

: ® ; ; 

t ; 

; a : ns t wd ; ‘ 

so lt ol Sa : AES O25 LCA thie, “ toy 

es ha ae ’ ; hese eerie: eee 2 ‘ 

iad $ roe) aes bet ee ' 

ae ea f ” : Ory Sy 4 Wa RR Aen 

i 

j : 

' ’ 


BF 


ee 
| wey 


acts 


4 


he eR — AA ey 
fae ag > ae | eia.eek tS ae 


ead 
ae Oe ORE | ells ry SS 
alt - » ° v ie * 
Se i) thet CH Ge 
wt 

a - 


aaa oF 
Yale sich ihre se ann ce rt GT aa, i 


Metta eel late tod: hs 
: i a ‘ | 
he «oe eee oo t ii) Ga 
Arey fal Cy 2 
¥ w rw 
= . » * 
ToP ha) 1 at i 
Aen enon har, terete = -aname 
beef leep ond 
PER Hs - 
De ee ie » £9 
- - ‘ “ -~? - * 
: c we + 
~f tert of 2 
—— hae ners ent 
; ad im ed ft Ae 
Pein, © eda ie = ee a 
ah PO —| ee © 
“ 7 e . 
2 ey el v fis 


pe eae a 
i a= 
ry sind 
Ge - 
oad ‘ 
ai) fe ee - Q- 
° = ) 
£4 ‘ fi 
rot Helle " 


tI *4 - 1 4Q 
Yao. p« }- tay 
+ , . 


cad 


st 
ty? 
ni 


ie ae 
DEFARTNSNT STORG SALGS IN CANADA, BY | SBLECTSD DEPARTMENTS 


— Se coe © ST eee Se 


SUBRULRY, 1940 and und FEBRUARY, 1941 


(Based on sales of 19 firms) 


i Sate ia pr rea amca apace ee ee, 


1- Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings .. 1,409,919 


1,548 581 + 9.8 


Petrone vy] Februsry” TE cine 
} EO ET CE CE NO eI RECA SO se se 0 ssn reer eee: nee eee i Ree att eae : ee — ete) 19 41 40 yes Ta 
? 
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ........ ‘. 15,750,593 | 17,554,158 | jt Lh ees! 
| 
1, Women's dresses, coats and suits at earl 1,235,578 | 143905309 4 41330 
| | 
@» Girls’ and infants® wear ......; iY Nt 2S ek hb | 351,990 | 430,804 + 22.4 
| | 
| 
Be POLY OT LUOVOR Ss. cee encls care acnedcecwees | Gas) eae ie al 621,047 | + 5.2 
4. Lingerie and corsets ......... ae neray eer seall 709,585 748,270 + 5.5 
| | 
Miiinery §....-.¢.cscececee ay ara eke aie | 129,950 132 ,664 : i | 
3 F i | 
| 6. Women's and children's apparel--(Total, at ao eny GANG Mahia sae 094 _} + 10.3 
i | 
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| | 
8. Drugs and toilet articles anc vreparations . 575,116 641,023 | + 11.5 
BPECCS £O0dS wee esa ce eae. Sh ae ea teas ne ere PLeIO Les LS 387 | + oBeO 
: : 
| 
MEMPOMELIWELOS «ec avosnssvecnss ar cneenient ona Lael 659,271 690,525 | + 467 
Meme ood and Kindred products +--+... 1.ererecee | La Pa oY Loo. a2 | + 6.9 
| 
t 
} 2. Furniture (including mattresses, springs) . | 1,228,749 1,580,471 + 28.6 
| | 
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MONTHLY INDEXSS OF RETATL SALES, MARCH, 1941 
(1935 - 1939 = 100) 
General Summary 


The increase in retail trade in Canada recorded during the first two 
months of the year was continued in March, dollar sales for 12 lines of business for 
which figures are available averaging 13 per cent above March a year ago. The March 
increase was similar to that for the first quarter of this year over the corresponding 
period of 1940 which also stands at 13 per cent. The general index of sales, on the base 
19735 - 1939 = 100, unadjusted for seasonal variations, stands at 119.2 for March, 101.7 
for February and 105.9 for March a year ago On adjusting for differences in number of 
business days, for normal seasonal movements and for the changing date of Bester the 
corrected index stands at 129.3 for March, 130.8 for February and at 112.3 for March 
last year. 


Kaster occurred in March, 1940 whereas practically all the pre-Easter 
business was transacted in April this year. But cold weather conditions in March last 
year acted as a deterrent upon the retail trade of that month. Increased purchasing 
power in the hands of consumers together with the early spring in 1941 more than offset 
the adverse result that would otherwise be noted in the March comparisor with the result 
that all lines of business excepting only candy stores recorded gains over March last 
year Shoe store sales were up 20 per cent; department store sales gained 17 per 
cent; mon's clothing stores, 16 per cent; restaurants, 16 per cent; drug stores, 13 
per cent; women's clothing stores, 11 per cent and variety stores, ll per cent. Candy 
store sales, influenced more by the shifting date of Baster than by seasonal changes, 
declined by 35 per cent from March a year ago. 


Gains for stores specializing in durable or heavy goods exceeded those 
for stores dealing mainly in clothing or food products Increases in these trades over 
March, 1940 amounted to 22 per cent for furniture stores, 24 per cent for hardware 
stores and 26 per cent for radio and electrical stores. The increase in retail prices 
on dealers’ stocks purchased after the imposition of new taxation schedules at the be- 
ginning of December, 1940 is a factor to be considered in relation to the gains in dollay- 
Sales for these lines of business-. Increased taxes did not apply to stocks in retailers’ 
hands when the new schedules went into effect. As these stocks are liquidated the dollar 
sales for stores specislizing in radios, electrical appliances and some other commodities 
Will be affected to an even greater degree by price movements. 


Results for Individual Trades 


Shoe store sales gained 20 per cent in March this year over last and were. 
up 50 per cent from February. The marked increase over February was considerably more 
than the usual seasonal movement for this time of year, the seasonally adjusted index 
advancing from 134.6 in February to 143.7 in March. Sales for the first quarter of 1941 
were 19 per cent above the corresponding period a year ago. 


Candy store sales declined 21 per cent from the February level and were 
35 per cent below March last year. The occurrence of Easter in March, 1940 and in 
April, 1941 accounts for the decline in the March comparison. The St. Valentine's day 
trade adds materially to sales in February, a decline between that month and March being 
& regular feature in the candy trade. 


Men*s clothing store sales were up 16 per cent over March last year and 
increased 28 per cent from February- Cumulative figures for the first quarter of the 
year stand 18 per cent above the corresponding period of 1940. Results on a regional 
basis show the Maritime Provinces and Ontario standing equal in point of view of the 
increase for the month of March over last year but show the Maritimes leading in the 
year to-date. Percentage increases in March of this year over last for the various 
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; economic divisions with results for the first quarter in brackets are as follows: 
Maritime Provinces, 20 per cent (28 per cent); Quebec, 17 per cent (13 per cent); 


Ontario, 20 per cent (21 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 6 per cent (12 per cent) and 
British Columbia, 1 per cent (10 per cent). 


Women's clothing store sales gained 11 per cent over March last year and 
were up 43 per cent from February while sales for the first three months of the current 
year stand 15 per cont above the corresponding period of 1940. Regional increases for 
the month and for the first quarter are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 14 per cent (23 
per cont); ~ Quebec, 15 per cent (17 per cent); Ontario, 16 per cent (18 per cent) and 
British Columbia, 2 per cent (9 per cent). Sales in the Prairie Provinces declined 3 per 


cent in March but sales in the first three months averaged 4 per cent higher than in the 
same period last year. 


Department store sales increased i? per cent over March a year ago and 
stood 18 per cent above the February level. Sales for the year to-date were up 13 per 
cente The largest gains continued to be recorded in the Maritime Provinces where an 
increase of 29 per cent was reported over March a year ago. Sales in the Maritimes for 
the first three months of the current year stand 22 per cent above the corresponding 
period of 1940. Results for other regions both for the month under review and fer the 
year to date follow: Quebec, 14 per cent (12 per cent); Ontario, 19 per cent (14 per 
cent); Prairie Provinces, 12 per cent (9 per cent) and British Columbia, 17 per cent 
(17 per cent). 


Drug store seles averaged 13 per cent higher in March this year than last 
while the increase for the first quarter was similar at 14 per cent. Sales increased by 
JO per cent in March over February, the seasonaliy adjusted index advancing slightly from 
124.6 ain February to 125.8 in March. Increases in the Maritime Provinces and Ontario 
exceeded those recorded in other regions, percentage changes for the various regions of 
the country for the month of March with figures for the first quarter of the year in 
brackets being as follows: Maritime Provinces, 18 per cent (19 per cent); Quebec, 10 
per cent (10 per cent); Ontario, 16 per cent (16 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 8 per 
cent (10 per cent) and British Columbia, 13 per cent (13 per cont). The increase for 
March is equal or similar to that for the three-month period in each instance. 


Furniture store sales gained 22 per cent over March, 1940 and were 9 per 
cent higher than in February. Seles for the first quarter of 1941 averaged 17 per cent 
above the corresponding period a year ago. 


Grocery and meat store sales averaged 8 per cent higher in March of this 
year than last and were up 15 per cent over February. The seasonally adjusted index for 
March was maintained at approximately the same level as in the preceding month. Cumuleat- 
ive figures for the first three months of the year show an increase of 10 per cent. 
Increases for each of the five regions of the country for the month of March, 1941, over 
March, 1940, with corresponding inercases for the first quarter in brackets are ag 
follows: Maritime Provinces, 7 per cent (10 per cent); Quebec, 5 per cent (7 per cent); 
Ontario, 12 per cont (12 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 4 per cent (8 per cent) and 
British Columbia, 11 per cent (12 per cent). 


Hardware store sales gained 24 per cent over March last year and were up - 
26 per cent over February, the seasonally adjusted index receding from 142.4 in February 
to 137-6 in the month undor review. Sales for the year to date averaged 18 per cent 
above the first quarter of 1940. 


Redio and electrical store sales increased 26 per cent over March, 1940 
and were 11 per cent higher than in the immediately preceding month. This increase was 
about in line with the ususl seasonel movement, the seasonally adjusted index standing 
at 148.4 for March and 148.5 for February. Seles for the first quarter of -1941 stand 24 
per cent above the corresponding period of last year. 


The business transected by restaurants increased 16 per cent over March, 
1940 and was up 13 por gent over February. Sales for the year to date stand 14 per cent 
above the first quarter of 1940. 


Varicty store sales averaged 11 per cent higher in March of this year than 
dast and increased 16 per cent over February. Sales for the year to date were also up 
ebout 16 per cent. Variety store sales in the Maritime Provinces gained 24 por cent ovor 
last year for the month of March and were up 27 per cent for the first quarter. Increases 
for Merch and for the year to date for the other regions follow: Quebec, 8 per cent (17 
Per cent); Ontario, 13 per cent (17 per cont) and Prairie Provinces, 3 per cent (9 per 
Cent). Sales in British Columbia during March were unchanged from a year ago while 
figures for the first querter were up by 6 per cent. 
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Kind of Business pa celal aise a ne 
| March i March | February Jan. «March, 1941 
Bice Ss a 6s ee G1 OdO, Sea ieee 1941 Jan.-March, 1940 
Mees iviney | wey s ss een se | mia, 8 oe | + 12.6 + 12. 9 
Boot and Shoe Stores ....... a ~ 15.7 | + 20.3 + 18.5 
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Men's Clothing Stores ....... | r 16-5 | + 16.2 + 17.8 
| Been’ s Clothing Stores «+. .| - 3.3 | + 11.0 + 15.1 
Department SORE At naan gto te se one - 3.8 | + 16.8 + 13.2 
Beye OUCFES 6 erties esses Se + 3 + 13.3 + 13.6 
Furniture Stores ttt eeseee eee! ~ 6.9 + 21.5 + 16-7 
Grocery and Meat Stores ae + vias + 8.2 + 9.9 
MEE OAWALO OLOrES - sve scence eas | ~ 4.4 | + 24.1 + 18.1 
Radio and Electrical Stores a -~ 15.6 | + 26.0 + 24.1 
BERD SE et a : ae ee | + 16.2 + 14.3 
MOCy SLOPES feces. | “: 67.0 | + 10.6 + 16.2 
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Comparison of Retail Sales. of. Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 
March, 1940, “and. ‘March, 1S 1941 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTIANTS 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETATI, SALES, APRIL, 1941 
(1935 - 1939 = 100) 


General Summary 


The upward trend in retail purchasing in Canada was continued 
during April, dollar sales for the month increasing 14 per cent from March and 
standing 23 per cent above the level of April a year ago. The increase over April, 
1940 exceeded by a considerable margin those recorded for the first three months of 
the year, cumulative totals for the first four months of 1941 standing 16 per cent 
above the corresponding period of last year. The general index of sales for the 
twelve lines of business for which figures are available, unadjusted for differences 
in number of business days or for seasonal variations, and on the base, 1935 = 1939 
equals 100, stands at 135.8 for April, 119.1 for March and at 110.1 for April, 1940. 
On adjusting for differences in the numbers of business days in different months, for 
normal seasonal movements and for the shifting date of Easter, the adjusted index for 
April, 1941 stands at 135.4 compared with 129.3 for March, 130.6 for February and 
124.6 for January. The underlying trend in retail sales for April as reflected in the 
adjusted index for that month was at a level 33 per cent higher than the average for 
the twelve months preceding the outbreak of the war. 


Easter occurred in March of 1940 whereas most of the Easter busie 
ness was transacted in April this year. This factor adds to the favorable comparisons 
in sales between April of this year and last for such trades as candy stores, shoe 
stores, clothing stores and variety stores. Candy stores transacted more than twice © 
the volume of business in April of this year than last, the index for this trade show- 
ing an increase of 129 per cent. Men's clothing store sales were up 45 per cent; 
women's clothing stores gained 31 per-cent while shoe stores were up by 39 per cent. 
Variety stores averaged 37 per cent higher than in April a year ago while increases’ 
of 35 per cent and 33 per cent for the women's and men's clothing departments of de- 
partment stores contributed to a gain of 26 per cent for department stores as a whole. 
Greater activity in the building trades is reflected in a 25 per cent increase for 
hardware stores; restaurants gained 20 per cent and radio and electrical shops, 19 
per cent. Furniture store sales were up 17 per cent; drug stores, 16 per cent and 
grocery and meat stores, 14 per cent. 


hvailable figures on a geographical basis reveal the Maritime 
Provinces still leading in point of view of increased sales compared with last year. 
Increases for grocery and meat stores in various parts of the country did not deviate 
greatly from the average gain of 14 per cent for the country as a whole. In ali ; 
other trades gains in the Maritime Provinces exceeded those for other regions. Ontario 
was second in point of view of sales increases followed in order by Quebec, the 
Prairie Provinces and British Columbia. 


Results for Individual Trades 


Shoe store sales gained 49 per cent from March and were 39 per 
cent higher than in April a year ago while cumulative figures for the first four 
months of the current year revealcd an increase of 25 per cent over the corresponding 
period of 1940. 411 regions reported increases over April of 1940, gains ranging 
from 50 per cent in the Maritime Provinces to 25 per cent in British Colymbia being 
recorded. 


Candy storo sales were 80 per cont above March and 129 per cent 
@bove April of 1940, an increase which must be attributed in large measure to the 
fact that Easter occurred in April this yoar and in March a year ago. Cumulative 
figures for tho first four months of 1941 averaged 23 per cent above the same period 
of 1940. 
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' Wien*s clothing store sales were up 45 per cent over April, 1940 
and mncreased 41 per cent over larch, 1941, while cumulative figures for the first four 
months of the current year averaged 26 per cent above the similar period of 1940. The 
41 per cent increase over March of 1941 was greater than the normal seasonal movement 
for this time of year, the seasonally adjusted index standing at 144.0 for April com- 
pared with 130.0 for the preceding month. Results on a regional basis indicate that 
the Maritime Provinces led in point of view of increased sales both for the month and 
also for the year to dato. Percentage increases for April of this year compared with 
last for the various divisions with results for the first four months in brackets are 
as follows: Maritime Provinces, 59 per cent (37 per cent); Quebec, 47 per cent (23 
per cent); Ontario, 51 per cent (30 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 28 per cent (17 
per cent); British Columbia, 19 per cent (12 per cent). 


Stores specializing in women's clothing transacted 48 per cent 
more business in April than in March and were up-31 per cent compared with April, 1940. 
Cumulative figures for the year to date stand at 21 per cent above the corresponding 
period a year ago. Results by provinces for the month with figures for the year to 
date in brackets follow: Maritime Provinces, 57 per cent (34 per cent); Quebec, 32 
per cent & per ae Ontario, 33 per cent (23 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 27 
per cent (11 per cent)g British Columbia, 15 per cent (12 per cent). 


Departments store sales increased 26 per cent over April a year ago 
and were up 19 per cent compared with March, while sales for the year to date stand 
17 per cent above the first four months of 1940. While all separate departments for | 
which figures are available reported increasos, the gains for women's and ments cloth- 
ing exceeded those for all other items. The womon's and children's-apparel department 
was up 35 per cent over April, 1940, while men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ° 
gained 33 per cent. Othor major inecrcases included a 29 per cent gain for the furni-~ 
ture department, a 27 per cent increase for hardware and kitchen utensils and a 24 per 
cont incroase for shoes and othor footwcar. The houschold appliance and electrical 
Supplies department was up 19 per cent while food and kindred products gained 17 per 
cont. Departmont store salos in the Maritime Provinces wore 43 per cont higher in ‘ 
April of this year than last and stood 28 por cont higher for tho year to date. In= 
creases for other rogions were moro moderate, gains over April a year ago and for the 
yocr to date being as follows: Quebec, 26 per cent (16 per cent); Ontario, 27 per 
cent (18 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 21 per cent (13 per cent); British Columbia, 
20 per cent (18 per cent). 


Drug store sales declined 2 per cent from March but were 16 per 
cent above April, 1940, while figures for the first four months of the current year 
averaged 14 per cent higher than for the corresponding period a year ago. On making 
allowance for differences in number of business days and for normal seasonal move= 
ments, the seasonally adjusted indexes indicate that there has been but little change 
in the underlying trend in drug store sales since the beginning of the year, the 
adjusted index standing at 125.1 for April, 125.8 for March and 124.6 for February. | 
In conformity with the results for other trades, drug store sales increased by a lar~ 
ger margin in the Maritime Provinces than in other sections of the country. Sales 
in the Maritime Provinces were 31 per cent higher than in April of 1940, while sales 
for the first four months were up 22 per cent over the corresponding period last year. 
Percentage increases for other regions for April of this year over last with results 
for the year to date in brackets are as follows: Quebec, 9 per cent (9 per ee 
Ontario, 18 per cent (16 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 17 per cent (12 per cent 
British Columbia, 11 per cent (13 per cent). 


° 
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Furniture store sales gained 21 per cent over March and were 17 
per cent higher than April a year ago. Cumulative figures for the first four months 
also reveal an increase of 17 per cent compared with the corresponding period of 1940. 


Grocery and meat stores declined 2 per cent below March but 
transacted 14 per cent more business than in April last year, while totals for the 
year to date indicate an increase of 11 per cent. Om making allowance for differences 
in number of business days, for differences in the sales importance of different days 
of the week and for normal seasonal movements, the adjusted index of grocery and meat 
store sales moved upward from 126.9 for March to 136.9 for April. Increases for the 
various regions of the country were more uniform for this trade than for others in- 
Cluded in this survey. Increases over April a year ago for each of the five economic 
divisions with results for the year to date in brackets are as follows: Maritime 
Provinces, 12 per cent (10 per cent); Quebec, 12 per cent (8 per cent); Ontario, 16 
per cent (13 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 12 per cent (8 per cent); British Columbia, 


14 per cent (12 per cent). 
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Hardware store sales gained 25 per cent over April a year ago and 
were up 41 per cent above March, the seasonally adjusted index receding slightly from 


137-2 in March to 135.3 in the month under review. Sales for the year to date were up 
by 20 per cent. 


Radio and electrical store sales gained 19 per cent over April, 
1940, and were 18 per cent higher than in the immediately preceding month this year.’ 
The increase over March, 1941, was considerably greater than the usual seasonal move~ 
ment for this trade, the seasonally adjusted index advancing from 145.6 in March to 


155-7 in April. Sales for the first four months of the current year stand 22 per 
cent above the corresponding period a year ago. 


Restaurants transacted 20 per cent more business in April of this 
year than last and were about on a par with the March level, the seasonally adjusted 


index remaining practically unchanged at 119-5 for April and 119.3 for March. Sales 
for the year to date are up 16 per cent. 


Variety store sales averaged 37 per cent higher in April of this 
year than last and increased 18 per cent over February. Sales for the year to date 
were up 22 per cent. Increases for this trade both for the month of April and also 
for the year to date were highest in tho Maritime Provinces and lowest in British 
Columbia, percentage increases for the month under review and for the four-month period 
compared with corresponding intervals of 1940 being as follows: Maritime Provinces, 

56 per cont (35 per cent); Quebec, 36 per cent (23 per cent); Ontario, 36 per cent 
(23 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 36 per cent (16 per cent); British Columbia, 20 
per cent (10 per cent). 


Jewellery stores continue the marked increases recorded in earlier 
months, sales for April averaging 33 per cent above April a year ago. All provinces 
reported increases as follows: Maritime Provinces, 41 per cent; Quebec, 39 per cent; 
Ontario, 34 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 20 per cent; British Golumbie, 30 per cent. 
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Regione Trends in Retail Trade, First Quarter of 1941 


Indexes of sales are né* computed on a regional basis for six 
of the twelve lines of business included in this et survey Indexes of country 
general store sales are issued in a separate bulletin iy and these are also computed 
on a geographica. basis. In addition, figures are available re ating to the number 
and value of new passenger cars sold in the various secant th The indexes for 
tho six trades have beon combined with those for country goneral stores and with the 
data for now passenger car delivorics in order to derive an indox which will provide 
an indication of the goneral trond in retail purchasing in each of the five economic 
divisions of the country. While the figures thus obtained cannot claim the repre= 
sontativoness of a morc complote survoy, thoy are belioved to bo sufficiently accurate 
to rofloct any significant diffcrenccos in the trends in retail trade in different - 
parts. A comparison of rctail trade during tho first quarter of 1941 with the cor- 
responding period of 1940 for cach of the five economic divisions follows. 


Merit jie Provinces 


Retail trade in tho Maritimes avcoraged 12 per cont higher for 
the first throc months of 1941 than in the corresponding poriod a yoar ago. This ~ 
gain, whilo substantial, is considerably below the pronounced increases which char-~ 
acterized comparisons in tho Maritimes between war and pre-war periods indicating 
that a considerable portion of the slack in consumer purchasing has been taken up- 
Sales for the first quarter of 1940 ranged 24 per cent above the first quarter of 
1939 while a direct comparison between 1941 and 1939 reveals an increase of 40 per 
cent. 


Rural purchasing has increased but slightly in the Maritime Pro- 
vinces, sales of country general stores averaging only 1 per cent higher in the first 
quarter of this year compared with last. On the other hand, urban buying, as re= 
flected in department store sales, gained 22 per cent in the same comparison. Variety 
store sales gained 2) per cent and drug store sales were up 19 per cent while grocery 
and meat store sales were 10 per cent above last year. Sales of men's clothing 
stores were 28 por cent above the first quarter of last ycar while tho increase for 
storcos specializing in women's clothing was only slightly less at 23 per cent. There 
were 1,471 now passconger cars sold for $1,866,279 in the Maritimes during the first 
quartor of tho current yoar, down 8 por cont in number but up 8 per cont in value 
compared with the corresponding poriod of last year. 


Quebec 


. Doliar volume of retail trade in Quoboc province was 12 per cont 
highor in tho first quarter of this ycar than last and was 25 per cent above the 
lovel of two yoars ago. Gains were more uniform for rural and urban sections in 
Quebec than in other regions of the country, increased prices for some farm products 
Stimulating country purchasing. Country general store sales averaged 10 por cent 
highor for tho first throc months of 1941 compared with the corrosponding period a 
yoar ago. Urban buying, as roflectced in department store trade, was up by 12 per 
cent while gains for other types of business for which figures aro available were 17 
per cent for variety stores and for women’s clothing stores, 13 per cent for men's 
clothing storos, 10 per cent for drug stores and 7 por cont for grocery and meat. 
stores. A pronouncod incrceso in the number of new passenger cars sold was recorded 
in March, salos for the month oxccoding by 42 per cent in number and 62 por cent in 
valut tho corresponding figures for March last ycar- Thore wore 4,697 now passengor 
models sold for $6,121,137 in Qucboc during tho three-month period, up 16 per cont 
in number and 30 per cent in valuc ovor tho first quartor of 1940. ~ 


Ontario 
Retail sales in Ontario avoraged 13 per cent higher during the 

first quartcr of this yoar than Jast and were 31 per cent above the dollar volume 

of busincss transacted two years ago. Early spring conditions stimulated the cloth- 

ing trados during March with the result that sales of men*s clothing stores averaged 

21 por cont highor for tho first throo months of this yoar over last while women's 

Clothing stores wore up by 18 per cent. Varicty stores transacted 17 per cent more 


(2) Monthly Indexes of Country Gonoral Storo Sales, 
(2) Monthly Selos of Now Motor Vohicles in Canada. 
Annual subscription for cach sorics, $1.00. 
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business than a year ago; drug stores gained 16 pe : 

per cent and grocery and meat stores, ib per pei cheer ianes eee ee 
eastern parts of the province in March there was but Slight change in the amount of 
business done by country general stores in Ontario compared with last year. Sales 
averaged only 5 per cent higher for the first quarter of 1941 over 1940. An increase 
of 16 per cent in March sales in the eastern parts of the province may be attributed 
to a considerable degree to the mild weather prevailing during that month compared 
with the wintry conditions which prevailed in the corresponding month a year ago. 


: Passenger car sales in Ontario numbered 11,809 during the first 
quarter of this year and these sold for $14,942,696. These figures represent a de- 
crease of 4 per cent in mumber of units and an increase of 11 per cent in value 
compared with the corresponding period last year. 


Prairie Provinces 


Reflecting the deferring of wheat marketings and the greater 
relative importance of agricultural income in the total purchasing power, retail 
sales in the Prairie Provinces during the first quarter of the year did not register 
the gains recorded in other sections of the country. Nevertheless, retail trade is 
estimated at 4 per cent above the first quarter of 1940, a gain which when super- 
imposed upon a 26 per cent increase which took place in the first quarter of 1940 
compared with 1939 brings the dollar value of sales for the first three months of the 
current year to a level 31 per cent higher than that two years ago. New passenger 
car sales were lower, 3,744 new passenger models selling for $4,684,071 during the 
first quarter of this year, down28 per cent in number and 16 per cent in value from 
the corresponding period of last year. Slight increases in country general store 
sales in Alberta and Manitoba were offset by a reduction in Saskatchewan with the 
result that sales for the Prairie Provinces as a whole were unchanged from last year. 
Moderate increases were general for urban trade with gains of 12 per cent for ments 
clothing stores, 4 per cent for women's clothing stores, 8 per cent for grocery and 
meat stores, 9 per cent for department stores and variety stores and 10 per cent for 
drug stores being reported. 


British Columbia 


Marked increase in urban consumer purchasing compared with last 
year is reflected in retail trade statistics for this province, sales for the first 
quarter of the year averaging 14 per cent above the dollar volume recorded a year 
ago and 30 per cent above the level of 1939. Department stores transacted 17 per 
cent more business than in the first quarter of 1940 while gains for other types of 
business were 10 per cent for men's clothing stores, 9 per cent for women's clothing 
stores, 12 per cent for grocery and meat stores, 6 per cent for variety stores and 
13 per cent for drug stores. Country general stores were up by 4 per cent. There 
were 2,006 new passenger models sold for $2,525,827 in the first quarter of this 
year, up 7 per cent in number and 24 per cent in value compared with last year. 
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; UNADJUSTED INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES BY PROVINCES - (Average for 1935-1 % 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision 
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Year and Month 


Men's Clothing Stores(c 


April, 2730 -<+e ei) 103.9 | yee) 105.8 106.5 100.4 94.7 
April, 1937 ..--.. Pao 97-4 120.0 109.1 104-7 94.6 
April, 1938 ...... ee Uy aed a 121.8 117-1 106.2 99.5 
April, 1939 eeeeee Loon 57.8 Oral: 102.3 104.2 94.0 
April, 1940 aime sie, ete | 101.5 116.8 104.3 O13 94.6 til, 
prt, 1941 aaa 147-5 185.9 153.1 Reycd 120.9 108.2 
November .......- 160. 3 182 A 9 a50% 3 160. 3 181. 7 137 > 3 
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Change, 
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» Change, 
Aprik, 141 +++ |) 437.2 456.9 ia.15 432.9 42742 +15.2 
April, 1940 
» Change, | 
Jan» April, 19411 490.9 | +34.4 42269 423.2 +11.4 +12-0 
es Grocery and Meat Stores : 
ATE ee ae (ayo Fi 94.4 | 90-7 j 86.5 | 88.2 
Moril, 1937 -+--.- yon] |: (g) j  ALOAS OR TO3a2. Baoan 109.6 
April, 1938 ...... emo 40 1] (g) E454 jf UES. Papa 108.9 
Mori}, 1939 .-..-. PeIONO). 1 }), 520378 P9807 11) Tag 931 94.1 
April, 1940 ...... Paige al) att 4). Aaow | 117-0 107.5 rp 
Meri), 1941 .:.... | SFG AeA Hy PRESS RO Ul AOSD 120.5 133-1 
1940 j { 
November ......- | 126.1 | 12725 | US 70 .44 130.2 L297 124.2 
December ..--.-- | 13575 }| 136-3 130.6 | 141.6 128.6 130.9 
| 
Perey Yad 116.4 q1625 (1 Aae4eL 104.4 115.3 
Beriory ae ache | ney a 117-4 | = 120-7 104.0 116.0 
March ..... fie isaye |. 29-6 137-7 | 1393 118.2 13440 
oe pce eae Lge <5 Dodge 11) PaSorO 136.1 120.5 i ge 
o Change | 
April, 1941 ; Patou tt tiie | +1253 b) “426N3 +12.1 +13.6 
ae 1940 | Laat | 
fp Change } 
Jan, «April, 1941 #10:8 | 410.2 ! + 8.0 H +13.4 | + 7.8 +12,4 
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UMA QJUSTED INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES, BY PROVINCES - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 


( is * 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 
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PETERTNENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
So 2tta: SESS SY ee 


APRIN, 1940 AND APRIL, 1941. 


(Based on sales of 20 firms) 
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{ Bra... April . | 
eres. BED ©. 0 3940 | 1941 
eoommuaatas 490.4), ed ae oie cell inte 196 | 24,912,560 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits shane 2,434,869 3,368,429 
Girls’ inf -_ ! | 

Mupeitas Od 2nfants* Wear s,-crereicucsec ia 652,725 1,018,175 
| 

MeemeOSLOry ONC GLOVES iar esac ve preesvcuaoes , ‘| 912,453 1,117,262 

METIE OO LG BNC COPSOLS «cake sig cua Kis cuees nce scs | 756,692 929 ,886 
i 

eemiilinery -...... MR oLMaaen Le V6 AT ET al clot ol ag to eob Weng ON Panel et yatle | 412 ,318 547,564 
Pes uM ; 1 

6. Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) + 54269057 | 6,981,316 

7. Men's and boys® clothing and furnishings .. 7 21,093,641 2,791.4 L600 
‘ ; 

8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations | 520,017 589 ,288 
| 

9. Piece goods -.-.. Buta wisarie @. ASl@in wa nike aoetase eure sont 1,256,743 1,392,156 
| 
| 

nO, Smallwares PeReorpe roca resaerbrbroevpecove aeernerseeeces | 610,796 695,041 
| | 

Hl. Food and kindred products sessscsrcsecsavceens | 1,822,817 | 2,134,617 
| 

2. Furniture (including mattresses, springs) all 1,048,614 1,354,246 
H 

me Home furnishings caceeseoeen SAUER ah wate ae eae ee or 1,573,493 1,839,499 
| 

14. Household appliances and electrical supplies “| 632,928 750,897 

15. Hardware and kitchen utensils ........4. Stan | 887,193 Teck 

16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ...... : 238,179 246,874 

1. Shoes and other footwear seceesesseereseneeeres| 1,641,999 2,038,592 

18. Stationery, books and magazines sos 206 230 242 5945 

39. All other departments, total coreseceee ane ee i 2,114,489 2,738,607 
| 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES, MAY, 1941 


(1755 ~ 1939 = 100) 
General Summary 


Partially as a result of higher prices and partly due to an increase in 
the amount of goods purchased, customers spent 19 per cent more money in retail stores 
in Canada in Mey of this year than last, and 5 per cent more than in the month of April. 
Sales for the first five months of the year stand 17 per cent above the corresponding 
period of 1940 and 30 per cent above the average of the first five months of 1939. These 
figures are based on monthly statements of sales covering a sample number of approximate- 
ly 6,500 retail stores giving representation to 12 different lines of business and dealing 
chiefly in food, clothing and household requirements. The general unadjusted index of 
sales for the twelve trades and on the base, 1935 - 1939 equals 100 stands at 142.9 for 
Way, 1941, 135-7 for April and 119.9 for May last year. 


To what extent the gain in aggregate dollar volume represents higher 
prices and to what extent it reflects an increase in the volume of goods purchased cannot 
be accurately measured. The Bureau's retail price index averaged 5 per cent higher for 
the first five months of 1941 than for tho corresponding period of 1940 and ll per cent 
above the first five months of 1939. While indexes of prices and dollar sales are not 
strictly comparable, nevertheless the comparison is sufficiently valid to show that not 
more than about one third of the increase in dollar sales should be attributed to price 
movements. 


The occurrence of five Saturdays in hlay of this year and only four in May 
a year ago tends to produce a favorable comparison for the month under review. On ad~ 
justing for differences in numbers of business days, including an allowance for the 
varying sales importance of the various days of the weok, and on adjusting further for 
normal seasonal movements, the adjusted indox of sales stands at 134.5 for May, practical- 
ly on a par with the April index of 135.3 and 18 per cent above the level of May a year 
agde 


AlL lines of business shared in the increase recorded over May a year ago» 
Stores specializing in radios and electrical appliances reported a 10 per cent gain in 
dollar volumc ovor May last years This spread was considerably reduced from that record= 
ed for earlier months, sales for the year to-date standing 20 per cent above the core 
responding period of 1940. Hardware store sales were up 14 per cent while gains for the 
other 10 trades included in the survey ranged from 15 per cent for restaurants to 27 per 
cent for variety stores. Gains over May last year for the other tradés were as follows: 
furniture stores, 18 per cent; groccry and moat stores, 18 per cent; drug storos, 18 
per cent; dopartmont stores, 20 per cent; women's clothing stores, 20 per cent; candy 
Stores, 21 por cent; shoo stores, 22 per cont; mon's clothing stores, 26 per cent, 

An analysis of departmental store sales by departments shows the furniture 
department leading in point of view of incrcoased sales compared with May last year with 
2 goin of 34 per cont. The increrse for hardware and kitchen utensils was only slightly 
less at 31 per cent, while household appliances were up 27 per cent. Increases for other 
specified departments were below 25 per cent, gains for some of the more important being 
as follows: women's and children's apparel, 20 por cent; mon's and boys’ clothing and 
furnishings, 18 per cont; home furnishings, 18 per cont and shoos, 13 per cent. 
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May, 1942 | Gumutetive 
2 nee les “AEE cent compared WED Indexes 
eee ee ee 
be 
General Index .-..--sesee, | hes 3e1 | +1902 = + 5.3 + 16.5 
Boot and Shoe Stores ee - 11.0 | + a%.6 : 3.8 4 2455 
ST | =~ 28.2 | + 20.9 : 26.4 +211 
Men's Clothing Stores Mies} - 13.8 | + 26.4 é T+2 + 2549 
Women's Clothing Stores ad ~ 12.4 | + 2022 . 16.4 + 20.8 
Department Stores | Sm Ce gel maeaad Sits, oe 
Drug Stores 2 aa ch a | : 18.2 4 5.0 + L521 
Furniture Stores «seesers | + 0.1 | + 1725 H + 24.9 + 1720 
Grocery and Meat Stores | + 11.7 | + 18.3 + 10.9 + 12.4 
Hardware Stores ...ce-seeeee + 10.9 | + 14.4 + 23.4 . 18.4 
Radio and Electrical Stoves} + 29.2 | f 10.4 + 13-5 + Lod 
Meteurants cscseseeseeees al - 28.7 | $14.9 + 0.4 Pas 
Variety Stores .........0e. ae 078.6 ala + 27.2 + 10-7 $25.5 
a fh | aoe 


SOEREEA SOR. of Retail | Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 
May, 1940 and May, 1941 
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DuPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
MAY, 1940 AND WAY, 1941 


(Based on sales of 13 firms) 


SSA neeneiiiemeienaeneeseec — 


} May May §j% Change 
$ 
TOTAL SALES St WON 06 eh Se Sas ekb eee Sebel wietn: & ah % eeees 20 4 98 24 164 + 20.4 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ............... 2,143,315 2 569 5639 + 19.9 
2. Girls’ and infants" wear ...... eee Coed a iic ie 621,177 7975272 + 28.3 
3. Hosiery and gloves RORIAEN SNORE RS Atha SO aia a tanec ced 876,232 1,003,093 + 14.5 
Meme seSo ard corsets «2. fesessescecdscc. Lah ee ae! 873,663 1,085,552 + 24.3 
5. Millinery ervece SRO Ok BNR Ay Ak eee Be aN) Be be 6s peer ues 319,094 329,507 + 3-3 
6. Women's and childrents apparel=-(Total, 1+5) ... 24063 | + 19-7 - 
7+ Men's and boys* clothing and BUrNLShInes eo 1. . 5. ef} 2,092,451 2,460,725 + 17-6 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations .-ec. pe ere Pie’ 627 5333 + 22.4 


Pe FLOCE GOOdS civeriassecsseresraserercecccescaseell 1,267,458 1,546,486 : 22.0 
DA VAUGH eens Nes a eb ee beac Seed 0k ook cede: as 519,673 669 ,807 15.5 
Mod and Kindred products csscteossccvectvarvpes 1,887,910 2,194,093 16-2 
12. Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ...... | 1,201,363 1,603,475 ‘ 33.5 
13. Home furnishings RL ONT 1,835,284 2,166,536 eas 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies ‘ 691,142 ~ 875,585 : 26.7 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils et til sage 1,015,956 1,328,461 ‘ 30.8 


262,752 254.892) |) Tae 


16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies oe 

17. Shoes and other footwear ieeseeeacee + caters ie 1 1,710,715 1,924, 345 : 42.45 
1B. Stationery, books and magazineS e+ecerereseeeves | 199,187 239,103 i 20.0 
19¢ All other departments, total svscresseneseeeeeee | 2,284,303] 2,861,280 | + 25.3 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALDS, JUNE, 1942 


cr ea OR ae as SSE 


(1935 - 1939. = 100) 


General Summary 


Retail sales in June as measured by the composite index of sales 
for twelve lines of retail dealing excluding the automotive trade declined 6 per cent 
from May and averaged 10 per cont higher than in Junc a year ago» The 10 per cent 
gain over June a year ago represents a considorablé docline from the increases botween 
the two years as recorded in comparisons for carlier months which rangod from 12 por 
cent in February to 23 por cent in April whilo sales for tho first half of the current 
year stand 15 per cent abovo the corresponding poriod of 1940. Tho smallor increase 
in June reflects the division of a certain proportion of consumer purchesing power 
from retail outlets to the purchaso of govornmont bonds for the Victory Loan. 


The general unadjusted index of sales ior the twelve trades and 
on the base, 1935 ~- 1939 equals 100 stands at 133.9 for June, 143.1 for May and at 
121.4 for Jume a year ago. The underlying level of consumer purchasing as measured 
by the seasonally adjusted index has declined slightly curing recent months and stands 
at 134.3 for June compared with 134.7 for May and 135-3 for April. The adjusted index 
for June a year ago was 116.6. 


Sales of candy stores and radio and slectrical stores declined 
slightly in June of this year compared with last while increases ranging from 6 per 
cent for furniture and food stores to 17 por cont for drvg stores were recorded for 
other trades. Mon's clothing stores and varicty storcs gained 16 per cent; women's 
clothing stores and restaurants were up 15 por cent; department stores gained 14.per 
cont; hardware stores, 11 per cent and shco stores, & per cent. Increases for tho 
first six months of this yoar compared with last ranged from 11 pcr cont for grocery 
and moat stores to 24 por cont for mon’s clothing storcs. 

An analysis of departmont store sales by departments reveals a 
decrease of 15 por cont in tho radio and musical instxsumens department in Juno of 
this ycoar compared with last. Inercasos wero rocorded for all other dopartmonts 
ranging as high as 28 por cont for hardwaro and kitchon utensils. 


Rosults for Individual Lrades 


Shoe stores increased 6 per cant over June, 1940 and were up 9 
per cent from May, while sales for the first half of this year stand 20 per cent above 
the same half of 1940. Increases over June a year ago were mich greater in the , 
Maritime Provinces than elsewhere. Am increase of 18 per cout was reported in this 
region, while gains for other parts of the country ranged trom 2 per cent in British 
Columbia to 12 per cont in the Prairic Provinces. 


Candy store sales declined 3 per cont ox Om June a year ago and 
were down 37 per cent from May. Sales for the first six months of this yoar stand 18 
por cent ovor last. Tho scasonally adjusted index for this trade has declined sub=- 
stantially during recent months and stands at 113-5 for Junc, 126-1 for May and 134-4 


for April. 
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Men*s clothing store sales worc up 16 per cent over June, 1940 and 
-juereased 2 per cent over May, while sales for the year to date stand 24 per cent above 
the corresponding period of 1940. The Maritime Provinces still continue to lead in 
point of increased business in this trade. Porcentage increases for June of this year 
compared with last for the various regions of the country, with results for the first 
half of the year in brackets, are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 24 per cent (34 por 
cont) ; Quebec, 11 per cent (19 por cent); Ontario, 18 per cont (28 per cont); Prairie 
“rovincos, 23 por cent (19 por cent); British Columbia, 4 por cont (9 per cent). 


Women’s clothing stores transacted 15 per cent more business in June 
of this yoar than last but a declino of 6 per cent from May was recorded. Salos for 


Canada and much smaller gains in the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia. Percentage 
increases in June of this year over last for the various divisions with gains for the 
year to date in brackets are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 17 per cent (27 per cent); 
Quebec, 18 per cent (21 per cent); Ontario, 16 per cent (23 per cent); Prairie 
Provinces, 7 per cent (10 per cent}; British Columbia, 6 per cent (12 per cent). 


Department store sales increased 14 per cent over June a year ago 
and were down 8 per cent from May, the seasonally adjusted index receding from 133-4 in 
April to 129.4 in May and again to 123.3 in June. Sales for the year to date stand 17 
per cent above last year. Department store sales in the Maritime Provinces were 25 per 
cent higher in June of this year than last, while sales for the first six months were up 
by 26 por cont. Corresponding ratios for othor regions are as follows: Quebec, 10 per 
cont (15 per cont); Ontario, 14 per cent (18 per cent); Prairio Provinces, 15 por 
cent (14 per cont); British Columbia, 12 per cent (17 por cent). 


Duc to some extent at loast to enhanced prices, drug store sales 
advanced 17 per cent in June of this yoar over last, while sales for the year to date 
arc up 15 por cont. <A decline of 3 per cont helow May was rocorded but this was less 
than the usual scasonal movement with the rosult that the scoasonally adjusted indox 
advancod from 126.5 to 133.7 in Juno. British Columbia roportod a 9 por cent increase 
in Juno of this year ovor last, while all other rogions reported more substantial gains 
ranging from 14 por cont in Queboe to 25 per cent in the Maritime Provincos. Percontago 
incroasos in Juno of this yoar over last for cach of the five economic divisions of the 
country with rosults for the year to date in brackets aro as follows; Maritimo Provine 
cos, 25 per cont (23 por cont); Quebec, 14 por cont (11 per cent); Ontario, 18 por 
cont (17 por cont); Prairic Provinces, 18 por cont (13 per cont); British Columbia, 

9 por cent (12 por cent). 


Grocery and meat store sales, as reflected in results for all the 
larger food chains and a sample of approximately 1,000 independent merchants, advanced 
6 per cent in June of this year compared with last but declined 5 per cent from May. 
Sales for the year to date are up ll per cent. A decline below June a year ago may be 
attributed to the occurrence of five Saturdays in June last year and four in June of 
1741. On making allowances for difforences in number of business days and for the 
varying sales importance of different days of the week, and also allowing for normal 
seasonal variations, the adjusted index for this trade advanced from 141.6 in May to 
145.9 in June. Results on a regional basis with figures for the year to date in brackets 
are as follows: Merxitime Provinces, 8 per cent (12 per cent) ; Quebec, 7 per cent (9 per 
cont); Ontario, 7 per cont (14 per cont); Prairie Provinces, 1 per cent (7 per cent); 
British Columbia, 3 per cent (11 per cent). : 


Hardware stores reported an increase of 11 per cent in June of this 
year ovor last and a declino of 9 per cent from May, while sales for the yoar to date 
stand 17 per cent above tho first six months of 1940. 


Sales of radio and electrical stores declined 5 per cent below June 
4 year ago and were 17 per cent lower than in May of this year, while cumulative figures 
for the first six months stand 15 per cent above the corresponding period of 1940. 


Restaurant receipts increased 15 per cent in June of this year over 
last and also stand 15 per cent higher for the year to date. A decline of 4 per cent 


from May was recorded. 


Variety store sales averaged 16 per cent higher in June of this year 
than last but declined 4 per cent from May, the seasonally adjusted index in this trade 
receding slightly from 159-7 in May to 154.2 in June. Sales for tho first six months of 
this yoar averaged 22 per cont above the corresponding period of 1940. Increases for 
lune of this ycar compared with last ranged from 8 por cont in British Columbia to 23 
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per cent in the Maritime Provinces, while increases for the year to date ranged from 8 
per cent in British Columbia to 33 per cent in the Maritime Provinces. 


Jewellery stores averaged 13 per cent higher in June of this year than 
last. Increases for the various regions of the country stand at 37 per cent for the 
Maritimo Provinces, 22 per cent for British Columbia, 14 por cont for Ontario, 10 por 
cent for the Prairio Provinces and 5 por cont for Quebec. 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada for 1940 and 1941, by Kinds of Busin 


June, 1941 Cumulative | 


| + or - per cont comparod with Indoxos 

Kind of Businoss r ; rare 5 eo a eed 

June June May Jan.-Juno, 1941 

ni 1930 | 1940 | Jan--June, 1940 
Goneoral Indox «--crccceecns | wie 8.9 + 10s 3 = 6.4 + 15-4 
Boot and Shoc Storos .....- 1.2 + epal + 9.2 + 20-2 
Vandy Storos -c-receccoeree ~ 36.6 : 3-2 : Sitz ! + 17-9 
Mon's Clothing Storos ».... + 0.5 + 16.0 > Ghish tim a + 2309 
Beicn' s Clothing Stores ... - 16.0 + 14.5 : 6.1 + 19.6 
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Me DLOFGe: «tee ecsecveeee ( + 8.8 | sey - 2.9 ie 
Furnituro Stores ........ si + 8.9 | ; 6.3 - 25.0 + 15.3 
Grocory and Meat Storos ... y 23.8 i 5.9 - 5.0 } 11.2 
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Radio and Electrical Storos| + 4126 3 Bek - 17.1 ‘ 14.7 
MOStaurants o<-secreeaveces | - 2942 + 14.9 - 3.8 + 15-2 
Varioty Stores »-cerorterss | + 85.1 : 1565 - 4.1 + 22-0 
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BGESS Fh 6 vane ah pe oe re + 4.1 + 5,3 
Cn eee ee + 8.5 + 13.7 
Prairie Provinces ...--. | + 11.5 + 9.7 
| + 2-1 + 21.8 
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Customers spent 19 per cent more money in retail stores in July of this 
year than last and 8 per cent less than in the month of June, according to composite 
figures based on monthly statements received from a representative number of retail 
firms in twelve different lines of tradee The general index of sales on the base, 
1935 - 1939 equals 100 stands at 122-5 for July, 1941, at 133.8 for June and at 103e2 
for July a year agoe 


The 19 per cent increase over July a year ago is considerably greater 
than 10 per cent increase which was recorded in the June comparison and compares with 
increases of 19 per cent for May and 23 per cent for April, while dollar sales for the 
first seven months of 1941 stand 16 per cent above the corresponding period of last 
yeare The smaller increase for June reflects the diversion of a certain portion of 
consumer purchasing power from retail channels to the purchase of government bonds for 
the Victory Loane The 8 per cent decline from June was less than the usual seasonal 
movement between that month and July, the general index, when adjusted both for number 
of business days and also for normal seasonal changes advancing from 134.3 for June to 
135-0 for July 


All lines of business for which figures are available registered pronoun= 
ced increases over July, 1940, gains ranging from 13 per cent for shoe stores to 30 per 
cent for radio and electrical stores being recordeds The 30 per cent increase for 
radio and electrical stores must be interpreted in the light of higher prices resulting 
from the 25 per cent excise tax on radios, electrical stoves, washing machines, refri- 
gerators and other home conveniences contained in the War Exchange Conservation Act 
introduced last Decembere Increases for other lines of business must also be attributed 
partly to enhanced prices. 


Department stores transacted 16 per cent more business in July of this 
year than last while sales for the year to date are up 17 per cent. Increases in the 
Maritime Provinces exceeded those for other regions both for the month and for the 
seven-month periods The July increases for each region with the gain for the seven 
months in brackets are as follows: WNaritime Provinces, 23 per cent (26 per cent); 
Quebec, 16 por cent (15 per cent); Ontario, 15 per cent (18 per cent); Prairie Pro- 
vinces, 15 per cent (14 per cent) and British Columbia, 18 per cent (17 per cont). . 


Drug stores rcported marked increases over July a year ago, gains in 
the Meritime Provinces and the Prairie Provinces exceeding those in other regionse 
Drug store sales for Canada as a whole averaged 18 per cent higher in July of this year 
than last while sales for the first seven months are up 16 per cent over the corres- 
ponding period of 1940+ Regional increases for the month with average increases for 
the seven months in brackets are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 27 per cent (24 per 
cent); Quebec, 17 per cent (12 per cent); Ontario, 17 per cent (17 per cent); 
Prairie Provinces, 23 per cent (14 per cont) and British Columbia, 12 per cent (12 per 
cent). 


Food store sales as measured by returns from all the larger food chains 
end about 1,000 independent grocers ranged 20 per cent higher in July of this year 
than lest while cumulative figures for the first seven months are up by 12 per cents 
The July increase was highest in Ontario at 24 per cent and lowest in British Columbia 
at ll por cent» Gains in the other regions were 13 per cent for the Maritime Provinces, 
16 per cont for the Preirie Provinces and 21] per cent for Quebece 
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Men's clothing store sales averaged 18 per cent higher in July of this 
year over last, uniform increases of approximately 23 per cent in the Maritimes, Quebec, 
Frairie Provinces and British Columbia being reduced by a smaller gain of 11 per cent 
in Ontario. Sales for the first seven months of the current year average 23 per cent 
over the corresponding period of 1940 with regional gains standing at 32 per cent for 


the Maritime Provinces, 19 per cent for Quebec, 26 per cent for Ontario, 20 per cent 
for the Prairie Provinces and 12 per cent for British Columbiae 


Women's clothing store sales were up 17 per cent in July, 1941 over 
July, 1940, increases for the five geographical areas lying between 14 per cent and 
19 per cent. Sales for the first seven months averaged 19 per cent higher than for 
the first seven months of 1940 while regional increases in this comparison stand at 
25 per cont for the Maritimes, 21 por cent for Quebec, 22 per cent for Ontario, 11 per 
cent for the Prairie Provinces and 12 per cont for British Columbia. 


Candy store sales were 26 por cont higher in July of this year than 
last, hardwaro stores gainod 24 per cont, varicty stores 21 por cent, restaurants, 18 
por cent and furniture stores, 13 por conte Jewollery stores and especially those in 
the Maritime Provinesos continued to report markod increases in businesa: July saics 

of jewcllory storos avoraged 23 per cent highor than in July a year agoe Sales in 

the Maritime Provinces werc up 43 per cont. Ontario sales gained 30 per cont, British 
Columbia, 20 por cent, whilo incroasos in Quebec and the Prairie Provinces wore similar 
at botwoon 13 and 14 por conte 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1940 and 1941, by Kinds of Business 
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Kind of Business 


July June 
1940 


Jane-July, 1941 
Jane-July, 1940 


General Index eeeverevvone]| 
Boot and Shoe Stores «-vee. 
Candy Stores eeceeevececece 
Hen's Clothing Stores -+++.]| 
Benen' 6 Clothing Stores «-- 
Department Stores -e+sreeree 


. \ 
Drug Stores saeeeeceeereree| 


- 1704 io af eGR 

+ 4.2 + 1508 

~ 13.8 + 1540 
| 


Furniture Stores ian + 28.8 

Grocery and Meat Stores eye + 15-1 = 46 + 12.4 
Hardware Stores «veeseceree + 2203 oe 4 1766 
Radio and Electrical Stores} ie 5365 ~ Oe6 + 16-7 
Restaurants cvcvervceseee | = 2562 + 9-4 e 15-6 
Variety Stores come = pe + 2168 


Comparison of Retail Seles of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 
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Region 


Boot and Jewellery 


| Shoe Stores Stores 


Maritime Provinces «ee. 
Quebec FAVS Doll of 1786. | 
DntarlLO cuvsrencdevesevree 
Preairic Provinces ee-resses 


British Columbia -+e--++res) 
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Regional Trends in Retail Trade 


introduction 


A comparison of the genoral level of retail purchasing during the 
first quartor of this year and the corresponding period of 1940 for each of the five 
economic divisions of Canada was given in the April issue of this bulletins A similar 
comparison for the first six months of this year and last is given in the following 
paragraphs. 


These regional comparisons are based on general indexes of sales 
derived partly from monthly indexes on a regional basis for six lines of business in- 
cluded in the regular part of this bulletin. These six lines of business arc men's 
¢lothing stores, women's clothing stores, grocery and meat stores, department stores, 
varicty storcs and drug stores» Indexes of country general store sales and new pas- 
senger car sales are also represented in the regional indexes although they are not 
included in the regular monthly serios. 


The system of weighting the indexes for the various lines of busincss 
in cach economic division in order to arrive at the general indexes is as follows: 


Maritime Prairie British 
Provinces Qucbec Ontario Provincos Columbia 
Country general stores oesee. oi my! 9 27 16 
Men's clothing stores --+oe:. 4 6 6 3 5 
Women's clothing stores »+se. 2 5 5 3 [ 
Bepartmont stores ec-sesecee, 19 16 25 33 34 
Drug acts is es goo a 5 5 q 5 6 
Re and moat stores eeee. 31 38 32 19 23 
MCC, BEOTOS. +5 000cccr once 5 5 i 3 4 
New passonger car selos ---.. 7 8 ane 7 7 
100 100 100 100 100 


Since the regional gencral indexes are computed from a different 
set of components than is the goncral index in the regular series, exact comparisons 
cannot be mado between the regionel figures and those contained in the regular tables. 
For example, the avcrage increase in dollar sales in Canada for the first half of this 
year compared with last was 15 per cont according to the gencral index derived from the 
rosults for twelve lines of business included in the regular seriese The corresponding 
increase besod upon the cight lines of business for which regional figurcs are aveil-~- 
able was 12 per cont, the inclusion cf indexes of country general store seles and new 
passongor car sales boing responsible for the smaller increases 


Maritime Provinces 


Retail trade in the Maritime Provinces as measured by the composite 
figures for the eight lines of business for which data are available averaged 14 per 
cent higher for the first six months of this year compared with last and was 32 per 
cent above the dollar volume during the first six months of 1939. The greatest increase 
relative to the first half of 1940 was recorded by men's clothing stores, whose sales 
Were up 34 per.cent, while the gain for variety stores-was only slightly less at 33 per 
cent. Other increases were 27 per cent for women's clothing stores, 26 per cent for 
department stores, 23 per cent for drug stores, 12 per cent for grocery and meat stores 
and 5 per cent for country general storese New passenger car sales declined 17 per 
cont in number and 1 per cent in value below the first six months of last yeare 


ontacd Fe eottl evoiney edt got aoxebat od gatidgtow- to meteye aslT pyr ee 
oamonoo a 


mes 
. a aa eat a) 


a 
aie 


i, ‘patina staal ‘piles to paws 
‘Suit ond 10 dose act OSCE to i as 
“ahh inte A segdolivd gint to weet ega 

qrimitiet add wrt salts ai ‘feet ‘Bily 


winésia ¥o. acaebist tavones He Beas one asin bbanisien Lon bye 
~HL aacnhend to eoail «fs not alasd Lone Sget 2 MS BSxer aby bf 

alton oie exsntaid. to wont xia seen? ~snbtedted edt do dus 

~aerote denrragar Bote dno has yroaew yeotote giintoLs 'efnpmow 18 
~eaq wea ban eelee ovate Leroneg yainine 70. ‘goxebal .get0fe goth Sasa 1 

don os youd tgvodree esgobeed fenoiges edt nf. begnasoxgey opis iced 
wha tte Eds rcom saiRee & 


Me 


awolict ee at soxoint Levesog ook ts. ov iets st obuc at aoietwibd 


<= 
ow 


fats itt einiss ry ay, emiciausk Pa 
gideete?  gotaives’  gisteend zadoup goomiyewt 


we an ~ 
34 PS g Ai: vs vevaes cotods Le 
t E ‘4 : G 4 eenener eetote Ritoko 
é £ 2 I § ss Rot tote Babies o 
i fi 2s sf ef eds Ab La gosote 
Phy F s : 7 <J 
2 ‘ @ ra Sat hajeer 29 OS Fe R4e Ne gox0te J 
eS ei SE aE cé -e eee gonts doom te ‘ ag 
» ig rd r rd eeer re serge res aorote yal 
‘* e E id rs ¥ : + be} » ik 2ais2  TS0- 7 ae m4 
Scherer. seca sabato a vera gemmmcgsve 
vol OG, Gof OaL ool 
ve ge eo a dpdctmicsiatene ‘ re ae ee eae ee ee) ’ 


fuoretith « mot hotougoo Ste aetebat Lateney fe noiget edt eontt 


by 
woeinayaes toate. , Bodies takiget 4 Wd ak sebud Larrencpy oft af nade stuennces. Boy 
smeidadt tatugen. oats: af hontedxoe baodt bra eet? ono laen eft noowdod obam of 25; 
inte to Mind geakh ote ind batind we goise weli¢d apiobage rye ayateva alt ye Lqnaxe 

ate got baviyop aebat [exortay Bat oF BedotO IOVA ERGO Teg ef eae gaol dtiw, bewagmoe 7 

gnibxcqaextso eT +B 180 talvye% sd¢ mi bobufant sebniowd to eontl oviey? 0% aff 
fisva ote aonugtt Lasebgoy doctly aot asepieud tc gomii tigie eis soqy borod ona 
bas oolns Geode Inteaoy yaeanop to vexonnk to aofevlonat oid ,dmoe ang Sf sida. 

Oesotont wifsdte alt 101 ofdiesogeet gatod eolse tag TOR 

ssumivenl emis suis 
binogmoo odg yd bemvesom 34 seoniverd emttinsi eft ai obatt Liedeh 


“oc dbf bepeaewa oldaliave ots shet doinn tot Seensaud to senk{ digte edt 10? ee 
noo aspy asdf to gidnom xie taxkt edz yo} tomy 


soo Sf eaw Dna teol aviw. beraumds ‘ 
ORaeioni vasi sang on? ~eRESL Yo arndnon xip feakl otf gatiuh emlov salfioh oi® sto 
eaiea veory .eeyede BN iarols e'noat vd bohveser aaw GAEL To tLas tetit eat of ev 
és ace ylédtatia vine sav eotota wie ftey sot nise eat eftdw ,FHoo tag $£ of” 
treo seq OS ,2e70de wiiddols s’nemoe tai THed 16g TS eter sosaotomd cle 
sovote feom bag yreso're wl duep weg SL ,quv0te awd ae gaso tag &$ arg ine 
yoy Vi Bbomtdoob eofee ted WeBuCeS ey 2 «seatote fatoney vitor 0% 3 
staey teal to edémom xis foeust one ywoled mae & nt troo teq I bas 


a 
Rogional Trends in Retail Trade 


Introduction 


A comparison of the general level of retail purchasing during the 
first quarter of this year and the corresponding period of 1940 for each of the five 
economic divisions of Canada was given in the April issue of this bulletine A similar 
comparison for the first six months of this year and last is given in the following 
paragraphs. 


These regional comparisons are based on genoral indexes of sales 
derived partly from monthly indexes on a regional basis for six lines of business in- 
cluded in the regular part of this bulletin. These six lines of business are men's 
clothing stores, women's clothing stores, grocery and meat stores, department stores, 
varicty stores and drug stores» Indexes of country general store sales and new pas- 
senger car sales are also ropresented in the regional indexes although they are not 
included in the regular monthly serios. 


The system of weighting the indexes for the various lines of busincss 
in cach economic division in order to arrive at the general indexes is as follows: 


Maritime Prairie British 
Provinces Qucbec Ontario Provinces Columbia 
Country general stores cere. ai By 9 27 16 
Mon's clothing stores .-+ces. 4 6 6 3 C 
Women's clothing stores «rss. 2 5 5 3 5 
Department stcres eerreeceee, 19 16 25 615 34 
MEMES LOLOG e¢ peeve recrcstoas 5 5 7 5 6 
Grocery and moat stores «eo-. 31 38 32 19 23 
MemeaLly StOTGS -te-reed erates 5 5 5 3 4 
New passonger car salas .-«.. 7 8 ll 7 7 
100 100 100 100 100 


Since the regional general indexes are computed from a different 
set of components than is the gonoral indox in the regular scries, exact comparisons 
cannot be medo between the regional figures and those contained in the regular tables. 
For example, the avcrage increase in dollar seles in Canada for the first half of this 
year compared with last was 15 per cont according to the general index derived from the 
rosults for twelve lines of business included in the regular series-e The corresponding 
increase bascd upon the cight lines of business for which regional figures are avail- 
able was 12 por cent, the inclusion cf indexes of ccuntry general store sales and new 
passongor car sales boing responsible for the smaller increases 


Maritime Provinces 


Retail trade in the Maritime Provinces as measured by the composite 
figures for the eight lines of business for which data are available averaged 14 per 
cent higher for the first six months of this year compared with last and was 32 per 
cent above the dollar volume during the first six months of 1939. The greatest increase 
relative to the first half of 1940 was recorded by men's clothing stores, whose sales 
were up 34 per cent, while the gain for variety stores-was only slightly less at 33 per 
cent. Other increases were 27 per cent for women's clothing stores, 26 per cent for 
department stores, 23 per cent for drug stores, 12 per cent for grocery and meat stores 
and 5 per cent for country general storese New passenger car sales declined 17 per 
cent in number and 1 per cent in value below the first six months of last year-e 
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UNADJUSTED INDEXES ‘iS OF RETAIL _ SALES BY PROVINCES - (Average for 1935 = 1939 = 100) 


~ Gigires ‘fe for the current year are subject to final revision) 
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Maritime Oe | oaua) tune, PRE Prairie | British 
Year and Month nc, Provinces Quebec Ontario Provinces Columbia 


pinata ene ia haeeeanee alice hind 
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JULY» 1940 AND JULY, 1941 


(Based on sales of 18 firms) 
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TOTAL SALES «es esse es eebeveseceee oll 15,440,411 | 18,034,159 - Teen 


Women’s dresses, coats and suits coeccssecceces BaP aly tay 1,411,017 + Tel 


Peele and Infante * weer o/c ines oehig od che sees 402 ,584 501,427 + 2406 
MOBLEFY GNA GLOVES ¥ 6 eve to es e's o's 0 0'e y's nie’ se cele 585,444 629,384 + 705 
Lingerie ONG COPSOUS -ee0 bones eee dle > oes Se selene 175 4666 916,880 + 16.2 
Millinery Rane Sr aoverzrevscse se raeesaseoserersrsre ee 112 ,845 123,382 + 9-3 
6+ Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) +-«|/_ 3,194,121 3 582 090 +121 


| Je Men*s and boys' clothing and furnishings ++-+-+ell 1,577,770 1,754,364 + 11.2 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations «ce 505,001 585,902 + 16-0 
Me Plece goods cersscvuesvencessncavatvevecesveccece 1,182,619 1,385,962 + 1742 
be EE MG Wks Wale abd os Woo 6b ae ee abaile Matis weld a’ 494,882 561,521 + 1305 
lle Food and kindred products caccsccecenencervvvee|| 1,610,606 1,864,728 + 15-8 
le. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) «|| 1,086,611 1,283,609 + 18.1 


2. Home furnishings SOO CHRHOSHSL AE HHHR EHEC KO HRRHE CH OD 14269, 940 1,398,471 + 196 


Ms Household appliances and electrical supplies e» 497 ,667 633,039 + 2702 
“15. Hardware and kitchon utensils «ocresecsereenene 667,985 | 854,987 + D8s0 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ++ees. 186,845 | 225,407 + 2066 


Shoes and other footwear eerrecacevececveeccevel! 1,100,962 1,215,558 + 104 
Stationery, books and magazines eeereseesepeecn 176,556 207,288 + 17-4 


All other departments, total srreevererescavace 1,989 ,544 2,481,233 + 24e7 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL ShLES, AUGUST, 1941 
(1935 - 1939 = 100) 


Retail sales in Canada for August as measured by the dollar volume 
of business transacted were up 10 per cent from July and were 18 per cent higher than 
in August a year ago- This represents the average experience as revealed in the general 
index of retail sales computed from sales figures reported by department stores and by 
specialty stores in eleven lines of businesses The general index, on the base 1935 - 199 
equals 100, stands at 134.0 for August, 1941, 122.63 for July and at 113-2 for August, 
1940. 


/ The 18 per cent increase over August a year ago compares with a 19 

per cent increase in July of this year compared with last but was slightly greater than 
_the gains recorded in earlier months, sales for the first eight months of the current 
year standing 16 per cent above the corresponding period of 1940- The 10 per cent 

increase over July was in excess of the usual seasonal movement for this time of year 
/as measured by the average experience of the past twelve years with the result that the 
general index, when adjusted for differences in number of business days and for normal 
seasonal movements advanced from 13467 for July to 146.4 for Auguste 


: The seasonally adjusted index had been maintained at the July level 
for some time, adjusted indexes for previous months standing at 134-3 for June, 134«5 
for May and 135«2 for April. The marked increase in the August index should not be 
interpreted as meaning a pronounced upwerd movement in the underlying trend in consumer 
purchasinge A similar erratic movement in the adjusted index was noted in the results 
for 4ugust a year ago with September witnessing a return to more normal levols. The 
increase in the seasonally adjusted indexes for August of both this year and last 
represents rather a shift in the seasonal distribution of retail trade with a greater 
| proportion of the annual business being transacted in the holiday month than was the 
| case in peacetime yearse 


All lines of business for which figures are available registered 
increases in the August comparisons Women's clothing store sales were up 26 per cent 
in August of this year compared with last while men’s clothing store seles gained 18 
per cent- The Bureau's retail price index for clothing advanced 6 per cont during the 
same periode While indexes of sales and prices are not strictly comparable it is 
apparent that most of the increase in dollar sales for clothing stores represents 
increases in the quantity of goods sold. 


| Grocery and meat stores did 17 per cont more dollar business this 
_hugust than laste On making allowance for differences in the number of business days 
(there was one additional business day last year) the gain is increased to 21 per 
cent» Food prices, as indicated by the Bureau's retail food prices index advanced 15 
por cent during the same interval indicating that in this instance the price movement 
was largely accountable for the augmented dollar volumes 


Increases over August, 1940 for other lines of business included in 
the survey are as follows: candy stores, 24 por cent; radio and electrical stores, 
23 por cent; department stores, 20 per cent; hardware stores, 20 por cont; restaurants 
19 per cent; variety stores, 18 per cent; shoe stores, 17 per cent; jewellery stores, 
(16 per cent; drug stores, 14 per cent and furniture stores, 11 per cente 
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Sales of 17 departmental firms which reported a breakdown of sales 
r departments averaged 21 per cent higher in August this year over last. Increases 
or departments dealing in durable goods were generally higher than those recorded for 
sher departments, although sales of women's clothing were sharply higher due chiefly 
> the heavy demand for hosierye Sales of household appliances and electrical supplies 
jvanced 32 per cent, hardware sales gained 28 per cent, sales of home furnishings 
sre up 24 per cent, while identical gains of 20 per cent were recorded for the 
urniture and for the radio and musical instrument departments. Women's clothing 
ales gained 27 per cent, men's clothing increased 18 per cent, with sales of footwear 
howing a rise of 12 per cent over August, 1940- Food sales in department stores 
ere up 17 per cent and drugs advanced 16 per cente 


| Results on a regional basis for August show a variation from those 
or earlier months, Quebec province replacing the Maritimes in point of view of sales 
nereases» Quebec increases over August, 1940 exceeded those for other regions of 
he country for four of the six lines of business for which figures on a regional 
asis are available- These four lines of business are: mon's clothing storos, 
omen's clothing stores, grocery and meat stores and varicty stores. 


With the exception of British Columbia, sales of drug storos 
nereasod uniformly across the country over August a year agoe Drug store sales for 
he country as e whole were up 14 per cent over August, 1940 while increases for the 
‘arious economic divisions stood at 14 per cont for the Maritime Provinces, 15 por 
ent for Quebec, 15 per cent for Ontario, 15 per cent for the Prairie Provinecs and 7 
ver cent for British Columbiac 


| The Maritime Provinces continue to lead in point of view of 
mercases in the departmont store field. Regional increeses for department stores 
over August, 1940 were 28 per cont for the Maritime Provinces, 24 per cent for Quebec, 
per cont for Ontario, 19 per cent for tho Prairic Provinces and 13 por cent for 
British Columbia 
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| Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1940 and 1941, by Kinds of Business 


Kind of Business : + or sagan | Cumlative 

- per cent compared with Indexes 
| _1930 1940 | 1942 

memeral IndeX ....cscrercvses : + 16,5 + 18,4 + 9.6 i ee 
joot and Shoe Stores ........ | Oe + 16.5 = dan + 18.7 
BVO COLES fess cee ssecesics | - 27.4 + 23.8 + 29.5 - 16:2 
lin's Clothing Stores ....... | 21,7 4° Le + OST + 22,9 
Tomen's Clothing Stores ..... : ep aa + 25,6 + 8.6 + 19.8 
Department Stores ......+.+.- : + 11.6 + 20.4 + 17.6 4 17.2 
wrug Stores weeeeeeeeeeeerens : + 10.9 rm Ue, raga, be + 15.5 
trniture BtOrGe  biiabasst¥>? 3 + 23.1 + 10.8 + 20.3 + 14.6 
| ted and Meat Stores ..... e270 = ial iy! igs $96 + 12.9 
Jardvare Stores aie oateys eye able + 15.9 + 19.5 eek OO 4 17-28 
Radio and Electrical Stores . + 19.4 + 22.5 rene ras TeRe 
Ndeataurants 26 BR ee epee Tay + 18.8 + 1.9 + 16.0 
Variety Stores ....-eeeseeeee | + 80.8 + 18.1 + 4,8 | + 21.4 


| | | 
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Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 


August, 1940 and August, 1941 


OOO 
i Sales in August, 1941 
compared with Sales in August, 1940 


t 


Region , 
Boot and Jewellery 
Shoe Stores Stores 


AEE wets sesoraer | 
Maritime Provinces ..e++- | 
QUEDEC .ercenonccssvecees | 
Ontario Ae eg ee 
Prairie Provinces ....-+.+:. 


British Columbia coves 
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UNADJUSTED INDEXES OF RETATL SALES BY PROVINCE Average for 1935 - 1939 = 00) 
(Figures for the current ‘yoar are. SEcct to final revision 


I S —=—=—_—_-_oeroe | 
Ee 


: Maritime | es Prairie British 
a Naples Provinces! Puig ‘lie a Provinces Columbia 


Men's Clothing Stoves ‘c) 


Mepgust, 1956.00. | 77.2 | Bee pax teeny sey | eee 

Aveust, 1937 1 79.4 | ib | BheL 75.9 

August, 1938 .... ji on | 82.6 74.6 68,2 

August, 193° .... ; Te | 86.9 | 3.2 67.2 

August, 1940 .... | spon | 135.3 | 92-7 94.8 

August » 1941 , ! 114.8 55 of 120.8 | 109.7 

191 i 

Biron Peeves nc | 10k 128.7 | 100.1 | 110,2 
Beet Seceeeecs | LGD | 28559 | 149.7 154.0 
May s-c-seeee-e HH 135.5 gga 142.8 bo is 
Mas sseeccicde | «6137.5 39 1h2,9 eal 
_ eee } 111.8 164.6 | 114.6 102.4 

| oo fedeeees | 114.8 | £5507 720.8 109.7 

}Yo VOGAL. i i | 

i fog = 192». 417.9 | +16.8 $30.5 b - 415.7 
meuat, 1960 | | | | | 

Change, : 

; Jea.- Aug. 194} 408.2 | +30,0 : 20,6 | 424.6 
Jan. hug. , “1940 | Me Pedsends 

} . Women’ § Clothing peeree. PMs nae -rinropneT 0 

Mer, 1070... | TL.o |. 15. bal ogy Thee (CRN Be 

Mes, toe Reo Pei eee eae 

[Amgust, 1938 .....5 70.5 | 6605 1} Gah fo G8 69.2 | 91.6 

|Mugust, 1939 ..../ 68.6 | 85.6 64,3 65,0 {| - pose 84.6 

Mepevet, 1910 ....% 96.0 | 126:1 | 85.4 a aay 92.4 120.3 

_ LOAL wo. ; 120.6 | 158-0 {| 119.5 121.7 105.9 124,21 

‘ th te H : 

Mereh ace eecsee f © 114.8 | Te6.G') 1) FORO a AiGye 111.4 139.1 
ee HU AEOUO 4 20009 41 Ae | 175.2 145.6 156.5 
BP ASS a05% ay Week ft) Wreete i] abe > ae 129.5 145.7 
Meeeeeaaran. k2ose (| RMS | - We.7 | 129.8 115.6 137.0 
PT cAkAnoaves  R2ELOO || 153.5 | 108.0 108.9 105.6 12968 

WPPUSUST.. 50.0506 120.6 | meCr0 4] 20,5 F  3baL7 | 10529. || wkeber 
Change 

: August ; 5, 19h. +25.6 $255. $1 45947 | 427.2 | +14.6 + Sue 

 “fugust, 1910 | 
Change i 

b Bary, white. 5 194 +19.8 | +25.1 7 422.4. he) s2eye | +11.3 +11.1 

_ dan,-Aug., 1940 | | ie | 

|= _Grocery and Meat Stores 

Me 1056"..,. 7 91-2; VB) aha eed 92.4 Lee a 97.2 

Wpeust, 1937 ....! 90.8 | Sl mains °c a oe ee  Cmmmr ee 

Mienst, 1938 .... | 90.9 | (g) j 84.2 91.1 101.4 | 98.7 

Mioust, 1939 .... |} 104.8 | 110.8 ; 94.8 } 100.9 129.50 115.0 

Pieuct, 19h0 11.) ike | 151.3 | 109.6 | leL9 | 150.9 | 1396 

Meust, 1941 ..., 145.5 | 150.8 | not Ree | Se | 4 3BG.5 156.2 

19h i} 

| oe PO H 134,7 : 129-6) Fh state Be loess | 118.5 | 131.0 

a i. eee 2 || gale? | 5. Wo ew L19.6°+) | holst 
May .,.... meen ae, G ci, 0 yh. | 150.6 ; 2bhh |  Ih6.b 
s,s: i 139.5 132.3 rll 3 | 147.0 | 146.2 
July ie: i 7 | 137.8 Led | LOD sit | 148.4 | 137.4 
Pyepst .....5-6 {! | 145.5 | 150.8 | 151.1 | 145.8 | 167.5 156.2 

- is iy 

[ eran 19h. f 427.1 ; +14.9 : +19,6 i 419.6 | +11.0 | +11.9 
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UNADJUSTED INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES BY PROVINCES - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) 
~~~""'¥igures for the curr, 
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Figures for the current year are subject to final revision 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


AUGUST, 1940 AND AUGUST, 1941 


(Based on sales of 17 firms) 


|)_17,478,172 : 21,191,015 | + 21,2 
ti 
i 


TOTALPRADES » eyursee es ee ee ree 

\2. Women's dresses, coats and suits ....ss.seee- Mares 1,528,528 1,801,415 | + 17.9 

| 

2. Girlst and infants? woar ese seeeee cess eee ver | 502,544 | 640,050 | + 27.4 

(3. Hosiery and gloves ........ a ee ia Sesh. pica i | 649,241 | 1,088,351 | + 67.6 

| | 

|h. Lingerie and corsets ...... AE CORT Tne 4 isla aie es | 699,978 808,521 | + 15.5 

| 

MTL EIANCYY 2+ ogc ccrcee RAE pit ra Rehr rns oat | | 222,747 | + Tol 
| 


6. Woments and children's apparel~-(Total, 1-5) .... 4,561,084 | + 27.1 


| 
7. Men's and boys! clothing and furnishings ........ | 1615; 150 


750,681 + 31.9 


} 
: 1,895,740 | + 17.5 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ...... | 522, 8h6 | 604,933 | + 15.7 
i BD, Piece goods ...ecenes Hi canine oosceaNnine eer eee ‘ | 1,468,539 | 1,789,204 | + 26 
4 Smallwares ..... Biers sitet 2 ta Level ennna aie Saas Stale | 576,862 666,520 + 155 
A endhadproducte |: ss sakes siede cde sceu es | 1,613,774 1,892, 330 : Pay (i: 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) .... | 1,624,956 | 1,954,558 | + 20.3 
‘13, Home Furnishings ...ceccccevecccceceverecvvesenes | 1,405,488 | 1,746,314 | eho 
| | 
| 


1k. Household appliances and electrical supplies .... 569,315 


‘15. Hardware and kitchen utensils ...sereceeesererere 691,150 886 , 006 | + 28.2 
| 

16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ...+..+. ; Cal yo0° Phisaor | + 20.0 
‘U7. Shoes and other footwear ..cersvseeeererceeereres 1,1 7GR257) | Ay teket it 13.8 
18. Stationery, books and magazines .sereresersereees 233,276 275, 4h1 | + 18.1 
] | 

19. All other depaztments, total ..... PO ee 2,163,043 | 2,578,480 + 19.2 
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MONTHLY INDZXES OF RETAIL S.L3S, SEPTEMBER, 1941 
(1935 - 1939 © 100) 


September sales of retail trading establishments in Canada 
were up 3 per cent from August and were 21 per cent higher than in September 
a year agoe The 21 per cent increase over September, 1940 compares with 
increases of 18 per cent and 19 per cent for the two preceding months and was 
also greater than the spread between this year and last recorded during the 
first half of the year, cumulative figures for the first nine months of 1941 
standing 17 per cent above the corresponding period of 1940+ Indexes of sales 
unadjusted for seasonal variations and on the base, 1935 - 1939 equals 100, 
era et 137-4 for September, 1941, 134.1 for August and 113-9 for September, 

® 


On making adjustments for differences in number of 
business days and for normal seasonal movements, the adjusted index stands at 
1366 for Septomber, compared with 146-5 for August, 134-9 for July and 134-3 
for Junee The wugust peak in the adjusted indexes is indicative of a shift 
in the seasonal distribution of retail trade, a greater proportion of the 
annual business of the country being transacted in that month than was the case 
in earlier yearse This shift is noticeable in most of the lines of retail 
business for which figures are available and is outstanding in the case of the 
grocery, hardware, clothing and footwear trades. 


Major increases over September, 1940 were recorded for all 
lines of business, percontage changes in sales ranging from 13 per cent for 
furniture stores to 25 per cent for jewellery storese Department stores trans- 
acted 22 per cent more business in September of this year than last, rosults 
on & regional basis indicating increasos of 31 per cont for the Maritime 
Provincos, 21 per cent for Quobec, 18 por cont for Ontario, 23 per cent for 
the Prairio Provinces and 28 per cent for British Columbiee Deopartmont store 
selos for the first 9 months of tho current yoar stand 18 per cont above the 
corresponding poriod of 1940 with increases for the various territorial regions 
standing et 26 per cent for the Maritime Provincos, 17 per cent for Quebec, 18 
per cent for Ontario, 16 per cent for the Prairico Provinces and 18 per cent for 
British Columbia. 


Variety store sales declined by 4 per cent from August but 
wore 22 per cent higher then in September of 1940,, while sales for the year to 
date stand 21 per cont above the first nino months a year ago» Porcentage 
increases betwoen Septombor of this year and last for each of the five conomic 
divisions of the couhtry, with increasos for the year to date in brackets, are 
as follows: Maritime Provinces, 26 por cent (29 por cont); Quebec, 27 per cent 
(24 per cent); Ontario, 20 per cont (21 peor cont); Prairio Provinces, 16 por 
cont (15 per cont) and British Columbia, 14 per cont (11 por cont). 


Drug store sales averagod 17 per cont higher in Soptombor, 


1941 then 1940, whilo figuros for tho first nine months of the current year 


stand 16 por cont above the corrosponding poriod of last yoar» On making 
allowanco for normal soasonal movomonts, the scasonally adjusted index for 
Septombor stands at 131.2, practically unchangod from the immediatcly precoding 
monthse Figures on a regional basis show tho Maritime Provinces leading in 
point of view of increased business, both for the month of Soptember and also 
for the year to date- Porcontago incrcasos in selos betwoen September of this 
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oyear and last for each of the economic divisions of the country with corresponding 
‘ratios for the first nine months of this year over last are as follows: Maritime 
‘Provinces, 24 per cent (23 per cent); Quebec, 20 per cent (13 per cent); Ontario, 17 


yper cent (17 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 14 per cent (14 per cent); British Columbia, 
10 per cent (11 per cent). 


Sales of stores specializing in men's clothing or furnishings 
gained 13 per cent between August and September, the September figure standing 20 per 
cent above the corresponding month of 1940, while cumulative figures for the first nine 
months of the current year ranged 22 per cent above the corresponding period a year 

ago: The September increase wag greatest in Quebec, while the Naritime Provinces stand 
highest for the year to date. Percentage increases in sales between September of this 
year and last for the various regions of the country with results for the nine month 
‘period in brackets are as follows: Maritimo Provinces, 19 per cent (29 per cent); 
‘Quebec, 26 per cent (21 per cont); Ontario, 16 per cont (23 per cent); Prairie Provin- 
‘ees, 24 per cent (19 per cent) and British Columbia, 18 por cent (12 per cent). 


Women's clothing store sales gained 13 per cent between August 
and September and avereged 18 por cent above the level of September, 1940, while salos 
for tho year to date stand 19 per cont abovo the first nine months of last yoare Tho 
rosults for women's clothing stores wore similer to those for stores specializing in 
men's Clothing in that Queboe registered tho greatest incroese in the Septombeor com- 
‘parison, whilc tho Maritimo Provincos stand first in point of view of increased sales 
for the ycar to datee Increases between Soptombor of this year and last by rogions, 
with ratios for the first nine months of this yoar comparod with last in brackets are 
as follows: Maritimo Provinces, 22 por cont (25 por cont); Quebec, 27 por cont (23 por 
cent); Ontario, 11 per cent (21 por cont); Prairic Provincos, 25 por cont (13 per 
cent) and British Columbia, 21 per cent (12 por cent). 


Grocery or grocery and meat store sales ranged 23 per cent hicher 
in September, 1939 than in September, 1940, while figures for the first 9 months of v . 
current year stand 14 per cent above the corresponding period a year ago These results 
are based on returns submitted by practically all chain store companies in the f0%q 
retailing field, together with statements of sales secured from about 1,000 independent 
‘grocery stores, the results for chains and independents being weighted in proportion to 
their relative importance in the total grocery trades Increases in September of this 
year over last, with increases for the year to date, were more uniform for the various 
sections of the country than was the case for other lines of business for which figures 
are availablee September increases for each region, with figures for the year to date 
in brackets, stand as follows: Maritime Provinces, 24 per cent (13 per cent); quebec, 
24 per cont (13 por cent); Ontario, 24 per cent (17 per cent); Prairic Provinces, . 
‘19 per cent (11 por cont) and British Columbia, 22 por cont (12 per cent). 


Shoc store salos in Canada transacted 17 per cont more business 
in September, 1941 than in 1940, figures on a regional basis ranging from 15 per cent 
in Ontario to 19 per cent in tho Maritime and the Prairie Provinces: Candy store sales 
vere up 23 per cont ovor Septembor a year ago, hardware store sales gained 20 per cent 
ind restaurents wero up 17 per cent» Stores specializing in the sale of radios and 
olectrical houschold appliances or equipment reported a 18 per cent increase in dollar 
rolume over Scptembor, 1940, while sales were up 19 per cent from the immcodiately 
oreceding month of Auguste The incroaso over August was considerably lower than the 
Sime see.sonel improvement for this time of year, with the result that tho seasonally 
‘idjusted index declined to 135-1 for Septombor compared with 174-4 for August and 169-1 
for July» 

} 


A pronounced increase of 44 por cont in jewellery store sales 
in the Maritime Provinces and British Columbia was modifiod by smaller gains of 21 per 
vent in Quobcc, 25 por cent in Onterio and 16 per cent in tho Prairie Provincos, 
| in an average incroase of 25 per cont for the country as e whole 
) & comparison of department stcre sales by departmonts for 

Soptember of this year and last for 18 department store companics furnishing this 
co reveal pronounced incroasos for all mejor departments with the exception 

f radios and musical instruments, in which case a minor gain of 5 per cent was 
‘ecorded. The hardwere and kitchon utensil depeartmont was up 29 per cont; food and 
tindred products, 26 per cont; mon’s and boys’ clothing and furnishings, 26 per cont 
ind women's end children's apparel,-23 per cont» Household appliances and eloctrical 
jupplies geinod 24 per cent; home furnishings wero up 17 per cont, while the furniture 
@pertment increased by 15 pcr conte Results for othor departments aro shown in tho 
_sttachod tables 
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UNADJUSTED INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES BY PROVINCES ~ (Average for 1 oo = 100 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 
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UNADJUSTED INDEXSS OF RETAIL SALSS BY PROVINCES - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) 


(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SSLECTED DEPARTMENTS 


SEPTELIBER , 1940 AND SEPTEMBER, 1941 
(Based on sales of 18 firms) 


1940 1941 1941/40 
$ $ 


918 , 321 


{i i 
| September September % Change 


TOTAL SALES oeaeee eee eoseer eeoeveverte eos 


Women's dresses, coats and suits creceseeesservell 2,137,376 2 625,507 + 2268 
Girls’ and infants’ wear oeeeceecceee ers | 859,472 1,176,461 + 3609 
Hosiery and gloves creer sevvecrvcerreververevves 915,302 1,104,334 + 2007 
Lingerie and corsets coersrccreccecenrestvcorene 834,062 1,003,528 + 2003 
Millinery ccccceccsccccesesves einen Ge Caine es 419,528 444,257 + 569 


_ 5416 


Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) -+- 


Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings ----- i 2,473,208 3,118 ,146 + 266) 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations a eh 531,990 636,924 + 197 
Piece goods elgelaanl 1,643,021 1,979 ,806 + 2005 
Smallwares SEE MIEN Me See 106,812 813 ,000 + 1520 
Food and kindred products ccvecceseresserecvrcree i 2507 


Furniture (including mattresses and springs) «+ 


1301 vase 1,577,968 + 1504 


ee: 1,924,995 + 1607 


Home furnishings ecco reeerreeneroesoeseeo eres eo eHse?P 


1,616,923} 240324509 
| 


Stationery, books and magazines «rrrerrerereeres 


Household appliances and electrical supplies «+> 778,282 966 ,059 + 2461 
} H Ps 

Hardware and kitchen utensils ee 702 532 908 ,059 | + 293 

Radios, Wasdcal instruments and supplies eal 365,570 385 454 | + 54 
} . 

Shoes and other footwear ane 1,680 ,233 1,942 ,173 + 1506 
| 394,722 453,241] +148 
; 


All othor departments, total «orssreerererereses|, 24,256,179 2,825,900 + 2543 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SAL&S OCTOB 
19351939 « 100) 


1941 


The general level of retail purchasing in Canada during the month 
of October was up 11 per cent from September and was 16 per cent higher than in October 
a year ago according to indexes of dollar sales covering the operations of a represent~ 
ative number of firms in twelve trades dealing chiefly in foods, clothing and household 
requirementse The general unadjusted index of sales for the twelve trades and on the 
base 1935= 100 stands at 152.4 for October, 1941, 137.3 for Septomber and at 13149 for 
October a year ago- 


The 16 per cont increase recorded in October of this year over last 
Was approximately equal to the gain recorded for the year to date and was lower than the 
percentege increases for immodiately preceding months. Compared with 1940, September 
sales this year were up 21 per cent, August,18 per cent and July, 19 per cente The 11 per 
cent incrcasc between Septembor and Octobor was slightly in exéess of the usual seasonel 
movoment for this time of year, the general index of scles, when adjusted for differences 
_in number of business deys and for normal seasonal movements, advancing from 136-4 for 
 Septomber to 138-0 for October. 


ED 


Restrictions on instalment buying introduced during the month 

‘under rovicy are reflected in the sales fisures for furniture stores and stores special~ 
izing in radios, musical instruments and clectrical houschold appliancese Furniture 
store galcs wore only 2 per cont higher in October of this year than last, an inecrenso 
iifar below the 13 per cent gein for the yoar to dato» Radio and electrical store snlos 
Jwere 4 per cent higher in Octobor of this yoar than last comparod with « gain of 16 por 
}cont for the yoar tu tiatee Theso porcentece changes arc based on doller sales and do not 
® take into consideration the highcr priccs proveiling in 1941 than « yoar agoe Proper 

corrections for changos in reteil prices would roveal a considerable reduction in the 
| quantity of these goods solde 


ALL other tradcs for which date arc evailable reported more sub= 
stantial increases in Octobcr of this yeer ovor last, percenhage gains in dollar seles 
| ranging from 10 per cent for women's clothing stores to 23 per cont for candy stores 
| being recordode Department store salos gained 13 per cont; drug stores, 14 per cent; 
| resteurents, 16 por cent; men's clothing stores, 16 per cent; hardware stores, 16 per 
cont; shoe stores, 17 por cent; varicty stores 18 per cent and grocery and meat stores, 
20 per conte Jowollcry store sales also gained 20 per conte 


Results on 2 regional basis, where available, indicate gains in the 

Prairie Provinces considerably below thoso for other sections of the country and gains 
in the Meritime Provinces more in line with those recorded in Central Canada than was 
formerly the casee Percentage increases in department store sles for the five economic 
| divisions in October, 1941 over October, 1940 with figures for the year tu Cato in 
brackets are es follows! Maritime Provinces, 18 per cent (25 per cent); Qurhce, 21 peor 
cent (17 por cent); Ontcrio, 16 per cent (18 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 3 por cent 
(14 per cent); British Columbir, 18 per cent ( 17 per cent). Corresponding ratios for 
grocery end meat stores ero: Maritime Provinces , 26 per cent (15 per cent); Quebec, 
23 per cont (14 per cont); Ontario,20 por cont (17 por cont); Prairic Provinces, 15 por 
cont (11 per cont) and British Columbir, 18 por ccnt (13 por cont). 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canade, for 1940 and 1941, by Kinds of Business 


Kind of Business he ; * : c 
Octr Oct. September | Jan--Oct+ ,1941 
1930 1940 1941 Jan» -Oct+ ,1940 
AS TAG KIG 6 oie: or rlencia'e ese oe 0 | +1226 +1565 Bs eg +1645 
Boot and Shoe Storese-....... J + 1.8 | +16+6 + On2 418.3 
Candy Stores OE eee - 9.7 | 422.8 Pe eal +18.8 
Men's Clothing Stores-.... | +133 +16-4 $31.8 +21-0 
Benen’ s Clothine Lee +199 +10+4 +21. 3 +183 
Department Belge ces wee + 4.2 +133 4+15+3 +]7-2 
Drug Stores stesereeeereeseee| +2467 | 414.2 + 865 ge dy, 
Furniture aaa + 365 | oan eee ory 4129 
Grocery and Meat Storesesesess| 423-6 | +2004 + 867 +1407 
Hardware Stores-+--+-- | +11-5 | 416.0 Ae) 41709 
Radio and Electrical pisces) ~30-0 + 4.0 - 2-0 +15-8 
— Restaurantsrersereeeess Plat | “17-2 | 41545 yh eg | 41569 
Variety | +81. 6 | eT eT 


413-5 +2009 
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Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 
October, 1940 and October, 1941 


and 
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Sales in October, 1941 
Compared with Sales in October, 1940 
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Region 
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Regional Trends in Retail Trade 
Introduction 


Indexes of retail sales for various lines of business in the five 
economic divisions of Canada have been published by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
for a number of years. However, no attempt was made to measure the general trend in 
sales in each region of the country until this years The April and July issues of this 
bulletin contained a summary giving comparisons of sales for the first two quarters of 
this year and last. Similar comparisons for the third quarter are given in the follow- 
ing paragraphs. F 


The results are the averages for eight trades giving representation 
to sales of food stores, clothing stores, department stores, variety stores, drug stores, 


new passenger cars and country general storese The two latter items are not included in 


the regular monthly series. Exact comparisons cannot bo made between the general index- 


es of sales based on the eight trades for which regional data are available and tho 


general indexes based on 12 trades shown in the regular part of this reporte Retail 


trade in Canada improved 14 per cent in the first nine months of this year over last 
according to the regional survey, whereas the increase in the general index for the 


42 lines of business from which the monthly series is derived amounted to 17 per cante. 
The inclusion of results for new passenger cars and country goneral storcs, whose 


‘increases over last year are morc moderate than those recorded for other components, 


4s largely responsible for the smaller increase recorded by the general index for the 
regional scrics than that shown in the general index for twelve lines of business. 


Sales in the third: quartor of 1941 increased 19 per cent from the 


third quarter of 1940 and 27 per cont over tho similar period of 1939, according to the 


) general index for Canada as derived from regional general indexes. Increases in the 


first end second quarters of this year over last amounted to 11 and 12 per cent. Sales 
in the first nino months of this yoar wore 14 per cont above those to the end of Sept= 
ember last year and 27 per cent higher than sales in the same period of 1939- 


Maritime Provinces 


Retail seles in the Maritime Provinces were up 20 per cent in the 


third quarter of this year over the corresponding period @ year ago and averaged 34 per 
cent higher than in the same three months of 1939- The 20 per cent increase over the 
third quarter of last year compares with a gain of 15 per cent in the second quarter of 
this year over last and 12 per cent in the first quarter Sales in the first nine 
months of this year increased 16 per cent over last year and 33 per cent over the core 
responding period of 1939- 


Department store sales stood 27 per cent higher during the third 


quarter of this year than last and were up 26 per cent for the nine-month periods In- 
 ereases of 20 per cent in sales of both men's and women's clothing stores over the third 


quarter of last year were more moderate than gains recorded in the first half of the 
years Sales to the end of September this year stood 29 per cent higher for men's cloth- 


Wieing storcs and 25 per cent higher for women's clothing stores than sales of the corresp- 
i onding period a yoar agoe The dollar value of new passenger car sales was up 47 por 

cent in the third quarter, while the increase in the first nine months of this year over 
‘last was 6 per cont. Increases for other groups in the third quarter of 1941 over 1940, 


with comparisons for the first nine months in brackets, were as follows: country genoral 
stores, 14 per cent (8 per cent); drug stores, 21 por cent (23 per cent); grocery and 
meat stores, 18 per cent (13 per cont); varioety stores, 23 per cent (29 per cent). 


Quebec 


Sales of retail stores in Quebec averaged 23 per cent higher in the 
‘third quarter of this year over last and wore 31 per cent above sales in the same period 
of 1939. The increase in the most rocent quarter is substantially larger than gains of 
ll and 12 per cent recorded in the first and socond quarters of this year over laste 
Cumuletive indexes for the first nine months of 1941 wore 15 per cent higher than those 
for last year and were up 24 per cent from 1939+ 
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Grocery and meat store sales were up 21 per cent in the third quart- 
gy of this year over last, while sales in the first nine months showed improvement of 13 
per cent over the corresponding period a year ago» Department store sales were up 21 per 
cont in the third quarter, as against an increase of 17 per cent for the nine-month periods 
Glothing store sales and variety store sales continued to lead other trades in extent 
\of gains recorded over corresponding periods im preceding years» Sales of both men's. 
and women's clothing increased about 27 per cent in the third guarter of this year com= 
:.. with last, while sales of these groups were up 21 and 23 per cent respectively for 
‘the nine-month period. An increase of 25 per cent for variety stores in the third quarter 
as slightly higher than a 24 per cent increase in cumulative totals for the year to date. 
The dollar value of new passenger cars sold increased 52 per cent over the third quarter 
‘of last year, this gain contrasting with a 13 per cent increase for the first nine months 
of 1941 over last year» Country general stores in Quebec shared more fully in the genere 
al retail trade expansion than did such stores located in other regions of Canada» Incr- 
eases of 18 per cent in the third quarter and 14 per cent for the first nine months sur- 
passed those recorded in any other economic division of the countrys Department store 
Bice inecreased.21 per cent in the third quarter and 16 per cent in the first nine months 
i this year over last» Drug store sales were up 17 and 13 per cent in the same compar-= 
| 1S0OnSe 


Ontario 


| Retail trade in Ontario was 20 per cent higher in the third quarter 
of 1941 over 1940 and 31 per cent above the corresponding period of 1939+ Increases of 

| 13 and 18 per cent over 1940 were recorded in the first and second quarters of this year- 
‘Sales averaged 16 per cent higher in the first nine months of this year over last and 
were up 30 per cent over the nine-month period of 1939. 

| An increase of 22 per cont for grocery and meat store sales in the 
| third ouarter of this year over last compares with gains of 12 and 15 per cent for the 

| first two quarters and combined with these to effect a 17 per cent advance for the first 
mine months of this year over last» An increase of 14 per cont in sales of men's cloth= 
ing stores in the third quarter of this year over lnst was considerably lowor than the 

23 per cent gain recorded in the nine-month comparison- A 17 per cont gain in sales of 
‘women’s clothing stores was also below the advance rocorded for the nine-month compar- 

| ison which emounted to 21 per cent+ Sales in department stores were 19 per cont higher 
in the July to September period of this yoar than last and almost similar to the 18 per 
tent increase for the year to date. Retail purchases of new passenger cars were valued 
51 per cont higher in the third quarter of this year over last and recorded a gain of 8 

| per cont in the first nine monthse Increases in the third quarter of this year over last 
| a other groups, with increases for the nine-month period in brackets, were as follows: 
lGountry general stores, 10 per cent (9 per cent); drug stores, 17 per cent (17 per cent); 
| variety stores, 19 per cent (21 por cent). 


Prairie Provinces 


| § Retail sales in the Prairie Provinces were up 15 per cent in the 
third quarter of this year over last while a similar gain was recorded over the third 

| quarter of 1939. Increases in earlier periods of this year over last amounted to 4 per 
| Cent in the first quarter and 8 per cent in the second quarter. Sales in the first nine 
Months of this year were up 10 per cent over the corresponding period of 1940 and were 
2B per cent above sales for the first nine months of 1939. 


Increases over last year were more uniform for the various trades 
Covered by this survey in the Prairie Provinces than elsewheree Men's clothing store 
Sales were up 19 per cent over the third quarter of 1940 and also over the first nine 
“Months of that yeare Sales of women's clothing stores in the third quarter showed 
_Marked improvement over the two preceding quarters, an increase of 18 per cent for the 
latest three-month period comparing with a 13 per cent advance for the year to dates 
Increases in the third quarter of this year over last for other trades, with gains for the 
|Mine-month period in brackets, were as follows: country general stores, 9 per cent (6 
‘per cent); department stores, 19 per cent (16 per cent); drug stores, 17 per cent (14 
Per cent); grocery and meat stores, 16 per cent (11 per cent); vorioty SLOPCSy a4 Poe, 
| tent (15 per’ cont). New passenger core wore up @6 por cont inthe third querter, but 
| declined 12 per cent in the nine-month comparisons | 


7iAS 
. 
vial 
Be 7 
ere 
eM 
<-* : 
ei 
La # 
; >? 
i 
we 
« 
a : 
= 
ie 
” 
“ 
s 
om 
. 
+ 
Pay 
¢ 
as 
& 


bees Sa ewes - r, ha Sd daw dick ae Sk ee oy ed 
in be Frew hea ay eee Pica b fe f wink tv 2 eat ‘er haan ite 


WRAY Sea an i O iotres Sereegepaiee wee eos ye ey Jc | Oe ea 


pegaee Gite. Go aes}: Restrain. arate Yt we let onde aot lemde Fraime e'ns 


as ' 
: i ae . D Cs > - ar a bs 5, ded CA Se TP 
re Rs Pa ap es Mo bp BA " ik el ee eS Re > eWiie dae SNOB “€ 4 
fe ey ‘ ’ ies j a : rs . ~ ad 
as . Pee -" ; x A 4 > =) pe ss 
ue pve & woes’ ef enariin ber Be kt oM? ak nee 
- ; : 
7 Li eats y a ‘ ee Re oe aot ee hy > 
st poli: cteteebnke edt vo) eoeawret AO Gee nee 
iy . ie ; 
f c De ° <ohah F is ye . } ay ey iene stan 
ty 3 PT ts bat / . 0¢5 ’ ’ } t hoe tf. =| hod} a ie ced x - a 
’ P . 
Fea ‘ ~ ‘ ¢ wt toy a 
MO ese Shae “a Y Oe ne 4 my a0 a ra Ya? 
‘4 q ry + 
ay 
iz i ve « . rs . i 
ag ts re a, 
Users an agen Sta Mame Reiter untied s mene 
A Lg 
i x : f 3 al Os 
” Hi ’ 
. Ns 
t J i 
, 
£ + ne 7 ' Pst 
be ; <? 
1 c 
, . é o. < ; 
4 ‘ 7 
a 7 5 - 7 
“i : . : 
. a + 
* Bo 
. Py 
: . . 
ithe ~ j wae fi 
maa 
5 6 
=i ‘ oo oF Poe “ 
, wv oe [ By ce Se 
. ie a5) + ae) ts 
7 ao thes hyn 
* 5 © « «ay 
Us : n toe or ot bet) axes 
pt Tm ee > 3 . . t 
me oe 
~ ¢ otlp 
. iat : 
rg 
: ‘4 . e 
‘ 
‘ 
; : ~ bars 
é ‘ 3 
- 
“ > > ’ . wy ard a 
( * 4 : < ¥ ee a aS 
é. 
- , = ! rn 
: , y ‘ i ae 
P - > ‘ \ 
, * 5 “ 
. , Fi 
4 - ; ' z as ts : a 
eae x» ¢ uy 5 Z : a ere i RS 
A . a i. a 
. ae a BAY PA Nt  loasRiby (ay ac The Dy ae 
; 3 of 3 Si aD e 
. & ” . * i % o ae Nagas Ga vas a ae 
i 
ie aie ° AST) 
cs ve A OAT 


be oe a 
ee men ia hi 


ve 


> 
a ext fo. sahlly! uti 
Pe Ht whl mee. F 40 erie serfoivh aunt 
mi siti ae weary feces rat aes ee Re tae 
be ana ot HERTS, evi e Dom me ee oshacad: oy 
ut bodt seve daar sag Bao SOLA TEER "Ss fae £2 


Pee EY IP REY Gaston iat Ge at 
ont ta Glo wage evel owticl pRaele: Lee 
“4 aay) Fie Giese SS) : eae tes 
stone weer Fave ait wed, 3 id hb ina 


o, 2 oad oe SAS a V aeerye Van ie ot hee Fine a ya aad fF 
; 3 Mab ham ee ‘ i | sur st "Pe & Sy Alea a2 BURP ES OOD Oe. 
re ae iS \ eo i 
. 
<f £ w rn " i 
1G ce ote & re a By Oe List “tee 
x 


Jae ™ 
1 i Me 
-*F ASME tal ee 


he 
BERS TH Sasa: hao sagt? off nib AOS 0teR RAPS SeKe Fae: iene ye on 
3 “ a : oan ey ; : ae. <8 a Pe ¢ . ei oer ee pie i » ae af i ci "4 sys ; ef bea as a OY “ag at Pog eiern & 


oc : a ice a. oe 5 mi, i 
ee a3 via hotina erie wih seve emes we GE. og 
; 
. ; Pont ; we oe ; 
re a 5 iy Se 40 FO TORE TER 


‘ 
2 
at 
ae 
nal | 
ai 
4 
in re 
‘> 
36 


sully eect). ae Tet ucei hie Ges ae aia eT ae wer to tetany g pase Bae md aanotad 
ke St donee ‘i v3 ¥ A 5, 5 Deg a Ay i rate ey Ba) iy oh ane my ri Bs 49> 


C dow sewo ted dey vito of ao Ae -iiien. Mow fe amas aun eo Brew ae 
fos aoe (ake Sie Ss : é ; buh Eve yy ed cae wai) eee ern yi, . ah 
pope : i ie . ite af 25 4 S é a a pg icy! { iad i soe. tt CAOTRNE 


—5= 


British Columbia 


British Colunbia reported an increase of 16 per cent in retail trade 
in the third quarter of 1941 over 1940 and a gain of 27 per cent over the same period of 
1939. Increases in the first and second quarters of this year over last wore 13 and $ 
per cent respectively. The increase for the first nine months of this year over last 
was 13 per cent, while improvement of 26 per cent was recorded over the same nine thonths 
of 1939» 


Increases for tho various trades, both for the third quarter and for 
tho nineemonth period, were as follows: country general stores, 10 per cent (6 per cent); 
men's clothing stores, 16 per cent (12 por cont); women's clothing stores, 13 per cent 
(12 per cent); dopartment stores, 19 per cent (18 per cont); drug storos, 10 per cant 

‘ll per cent); grocery and meat stores, 15 per cent (12 per cent); new passenger car 
sales, 51 per cent (11 por cent); variety store sales, 12 per cent (11 per cent). 
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UNADJUSTED INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES BY PROVINCZS - 
(Figures for the current yoar cre subjoct to final revision 


Prairis 
Quebec Ontario Provinces 


Maritime British 


Columbia 


Year and iionth | CANADA 


Provinces 


Department Stores 


—— 
October, TOA) 8 esas 1A d 114.8 | 111-9 Vi6-5 146.8 118et 
es OT, vee es fh 123-3 eee Dees 121.9 130-5 118.8 
Moctober, 1938 cevee+ll 11542 Wes) 4p RTGS 107-5 131-9 114.7 
BOctober, 1939 -«+-+-l] 132-4 123.4 121-5 120-5 161-9 120-2 
7October, 1940 po rvoe 141.1 15201 13569 1366 149-0 136-9 
| October, 1941 wcerene 159-8 179-9 164.5 158.6 153-3 161-6 
1941 
BD ay vereerease mene’ 13403 15599 14361 138.2 12244 126-6 
Be JUNG veeercree 12367 147-0 12940 12542 114.5 120.8 
Bey fees cess ere ell 10262 125 9744 97-9 97+1 1igsd 
August verecessreelf 12064 Vat? 12081 TET 107-0 138-0 
_ September ---+-++l 138-6 150.6 140.6 138-0 ay 147-5 
October ereerevesel} 159-8 17949 164.5 158.6 153-3 161+6 
%, Change. 
October, 1941. +13. 3 +18.3 421-0 +1661 + 2.9 +18.0 
} October, 1940 =| 
q Par TG « | | 
i Jane -Oct. 194. ff 417.2 42542 U7-2 | 41769 +1349 41724 
; Jane -Oct. ,1940 H a ar ene oN i ; 
q Pet di Variety Stores 
{ 1936 «-eee- {| 10440 103-5 | 98.3 | 
Metober, 1937 --e+rs 114.1 11269 114.1 
Vctober, 1938 al 113-1 113-4 meyon! 
October, 1939 cevse- 120-7 13464 121.8 
October, 1940 o».e4. 14669 184.2 15064 
October, 1941 -.x-ee- 17209 2198 183-7 
| eee bee yare 15968 200.5 132.2 
MTUYIG+ 44 toes rerns 15460 | 2967 19252 
Tyo eh bace sce ee Cy ee ae CL: 1403 
Mucust vesrarcecsy 15869 | | 2ORRe 170.9 
September errseess | 1523 | 20204 162 of 
TD October eeeerveese |i 17269 | 219-8 LB 3ay 4 
| fh Change. | | ' 
October, 1941 ee by +19» 3 420 sa | 
3 October, 1940 | | 
4% Change. i | | 
_ dan, -Oct. 1941 1 #2069 |: 428-0 +23-6 | 421.0 +1420 it eee 
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i Deg  ChOLES pus ee eee ee 
| Wictober, PO asad: &LO3¢9 6 fr 200.5 oe i RIN MICE ce 100.3 1156 | ETE as 3 
| Metober, 1937 =ssee«%}/ 109-7 | ha ey 107-2 106-7 115-4 118.8 
li@ctober, 1938 -++.s+|; 108-9 10461 107-2 104-2 122.8 114.5 
Mictober, 1939 «erere}i 107-1 104.5 108.3 10182 1206 111.9 
| October, 1940 eerees 124-1 12902 120-9 118+5 138-4 1260 
Mictober, 1941 ecere- | ela 150-7 138.4 13549 1559 144.4 
i, ae : 1268 140-7 121.1 128-7 | 12548 119+6 
i JUNG ee eccueveoenene 199.3 133-7 118. 7 12546 12002 112.6 
JULY: +ceereeerecne 126s0 4 1455 iven Zz 128.8 | 1266 12429 
Mew cersesfl | 132-2 7 1493 126-4 13265 132+7 128.2 
Septembore-erverre | 130-6 143% relee 129°9 L392 ad) 127+6 
MP Octoberseonarereve 141-7 150+7 138+4 13569 1559 1444 
Change. 
| . ee -, 1941 +1442 +1646 +1465 +14+7 +1206 | 1205 
Ostober, 1940 | 
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a. oct. 1941 +155 +22 «0 +13-0 +16.8 +14-1 +114 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA 


BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


OCTOBER, 1940 AND OCTOBER, 1941 


(Based on sales of 17 firms) 


TOTAL SA olve a eetarel eomehetere ate 


| 
Women's dresses, coats and suitsersercesveeeeed| 25937, 324 
Girls’ and infants' WEALeresersseorerree ree rereen 1,185,556 
Hosiery and glovesecre+ererceres Smee tUEN) alk, | 1,185,783 
| 
Lingerie and corcetse+ssteererrererecaccece “| 1,089 ,036 
4 
MiLLinoryrecerceesreresrcsrecetuorrscarccece 2 378 460 


Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5)--}) 6,776,159 
Men's and boys’ clothing and rurntehingss ++ 3,405,014 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparationss+++} 561,548 
Piece Isto catais 1,908,843 
7 
BRBLLWATOGs 4s + sr ors odtwciecevorredogesevesnvenrt 837 33 
| 
| 
i 
Food and kindred PrOdUCtSereerevscccereevereret 1,9339295 
| 
| 
Furniture (including mattresses and springs) «+ 1,304,346 
Home PUR UONINISs 64 os 0 BA Fe oop ee ess © 60 ee¥ et 1,742 ,400 
Household appliances and electrical supplies.. 752,062 
Hardware and kitchen utensils-+-ceressreeeeres 745,201 
Radios, musical instruments and suppliese-eers tle 379,607 
Shoes and other footwear-s+crssrveserosscsscvote 1,838 ,478 
Stationery, books and magazineses+-errrrrerere te 297,004 
All other departments, totalersscoescarreceeeety 2 5349,165 


Qctober 


1941 


3,221,016 


1,407 ,303 


1,300,735 


1,204,931 


378,791 


pep Wile 


| 3,828,505 


683,286 
2,183,354 

959092 
2 356,985 
1,471,016 
2,021,658 


880,081 


908 ,587 


393 5263 


2,046,842 


356,495 


2,828,888 


% Change 
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MONTHLY INDEXSS OF RBTAIL SALES, NOVEMBER, 1941 


(1935-1939 = 100) 


Substantial reduction in sales of stores specializing in the sale of furniture, 


radios or electrical equipment forms the Outstanding feature in retail sales statistics 
for November, the first complete month during which the restrictions on instalment buying 
introduced in October were in effect» Gains for other lines of business included in the 
monthly survey were generally smaller than those recorded during earlier months of the 
year, an average increase of 3 per cent for all trades combined over November, 1940 com- 
jparing with a gain of 16 per cent for the year to dates The general index of sales, un- 
adjusted for differences in number of business days in different months or for normal 
seasonal movements and on the base, 1935 = 1939 = 100 stands at 147.1 for November, 1941, 
152-4 for October and at 135-7 for November last year+ 


The underlying trend in retail furniture store sales as measured by the sea- 
sonally adjusted index reached its peak in the month of July after which a downward trend 
has been evident, the seasonally adjusted index declining from 148.1 for July to 135-5 for 
August, 121-8 for September, 115-7 for October and 97-8 for November» November sales this 
year wore 16 per cent below the level of November a year agos 


‘ Sales of stores spocializing in radios or household appliances have also 


| dropped off sharply during recent months with November sales standing 21 per cent below 
| November, 1940, while sales for the year to date are up 12 per cent- The seasonally ad- 


| justed index for this trade reached its peak in August, 1941 when 1% stood at 174«4. The 


a —— SS 


a 


following months witnessed successive reductions to 134-7 in September, 11748 in October 
and 94.2 in November-e 


November sales of stores specializing in shoes remained unchanged from Noven- 


| ber, 1940 while relatively small gains of 9 per cent and 7 per cent were recorded for 


men's clothing stores and women's clothing stores respectively. The women's apparel de- 
partments é6f department stores averaged only 3 per cent higher in November. this year than 


| last, the men's clothing departments averaged 5 per cent higher while the shoo department 


was down by 1 per cente These results for clothing and shoes must be interpreted in the 
light of conditions prevailing in the latter part of November, 1940 when cold weather 
Conditions produced a markod stimulus to the clothing and footwear trades, comparisons 
between November, 1940 and 1939 revealing increases of 43 per cent for shoe stores, 25 por 
tent for men’s clothing stores and 25 por cent for women's clothing storese 


The relatively smell increases or decreases recorded in the clothing and foote 
wear departments of department stores in November of this year over last together with dee 
creases of 4 per cent in the furniture departmont, 14 per cent for household appliances 
and 23 per cent for tho radio and musical instrument department offset moderate gains for 
Other lines with the effect that department stores sales as a whole registered a minor 


_gein of only 4 por cent over November, 1940- Results on a regional basis show that dopart- 


ment store sales were slightly lowor in the Prairie Provinces in November of this year 
than last» Sales in tho Maritime Provinces wero up by 17 per cent while relatively small 
gains of from 3 to 7 per cent wore recorded in Quebec, Ontario and British Columbiae 


Grocery and mcat store sales wore 14 per cent highor in November, 1940+ Drug 


store sales averaged 15 per cent higher whilo results for other lines of business reveal 


gains of 26 per cont for candy stores, 10 per cent for hardware stores, 14 per cont for 


: Postaurants, 16 per cont for variety stores and 7 per cont for jewollery stores. 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1940 and 1941, by Kinds of Business 


Secthensnehetaetietatedtiaes 


November, 1941 
+ or - per cent compared with 


Cumulative 


Kind of Business Indexes 
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f Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 


November, 1940 and November, 1941 
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Sales in November, 1941 
Compared with Sales in November, 1940 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES, DECEMBER, 1941 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


Brisk Christmas trading resulting from increased purchasing power in con- 
| sumers' hands is reflected in retail trade statistics for December as reported to the 
| Dominion Bureau of Statistics by a representative number of retail stores giving repre- 
| sentation to twelve different lines of business» The amount of money spent by consumers 
| in retail trading establishments in December, 1941 was 16 per cent above December, 1940 
-and exceeded that of any other month in the records of the past thirteen yearse The 
composite index of sales, in the calculation of which each of the twelve components is 
| given its proper weight, stands at 201-5 for December, 1941, at 146-6 for November, 1941 
and at 174-1 for December, 1940. The previous high record was in December, 1929 when the 
index stood at 174.4. 


With the exception of stores specializing in the sale of furniture, radios 
or electrical household appliances, all lines of business for which separate figures are 
available registered increased sales compared with December, 1940- Enhanced prices aris= 
ing from increased excise taxes, reduced quotas on production and restrictions on instal- 
ment buying combined to effect a decrease of 26 per cent in the dollar business transacted 
; by radio or electrical appliance specialty stores in December, 1941 compared with the 
| preceding yeare November sales were also below November, 1940, but declines during 
| these months were rather more than offset by earlier increases, annual sales for 1941 
| standing 6 per cent above the dollar volume recorded for 1940. Furniture store sales were 
19 per cent lower in December, 1941 than in December, 1940 and were up 7 per cent in the 
| annual comparison. Adjustments for price increases would revcal reduced volume in 1941. 


= er e- 


| Shoe store sales ranged 38 per cent higher in December, 1941 than in the 

| corresponding month of 1940- Part of this marked increase must be attributed to the fact 
|) that a considerable portion of the shoe trade normally transacted in December was trans- 
j)acted in November in 1940, cold weather conditions prevailing in the latter part of that 
_ month advancing the usual shoe trade season. The December increase in Quebec was out- 
standing, amounting to 55 per cent while increases for other regions were 28 per cent in 
the Maritime Provinces, 39 per cent in Ontario, 27 per cent in the Prairie Provinces and 

| 14 per cent in British Columbia- Annual sales for the Dominion averaged 19 per cent 
higher in 1941 than in 1940. 


| Stores specializing in men's clothing or men's furnishings transacted 20 
per cent more dollar business in December, 1941, than in December, 1940, while sales for 
the year were up by a similar percentage- Gains, both for the month of December and also 
for the year, were greater in Central and dastern Canada than in the West» Percentage 
‘increases between December of 1941 and 1940 for each of the five regions of the country 

) with percentage gains for the year in brackets are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 21 
‘per cent (26 per cent); Quebec, 27 per cent (21 per cent); Ontario, 21 per cent (21 per 
cent); Prairie Provinces, 12 per cent (13 per cant); British Columbia, 10 per cent (11 

' per cent). 


| Women's specialty store sales were up 16 per cent in December, 1941, over 
1940, while the annual comparison reveals a gain of 17 per cent» Regional results for 
his trade resemble those for men's clothing stores, with most pronounced gains in Central, 
and Hestern Canada-« December increases for the various regions with annual results in 
‘brackets follow: Maritime Provinces, 17 per cant (19 per cant); Quebec, 24 per cent (22 
per cent); Ontario, 15 per cent (17 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 7 per cent ( 9 per cent); 


|British Columbia, 13 per cent (11 per cent). 


| Department store sales were up 14 per cent in December, 1941 compared with 
/1940, while sales for the year 1941 averaged 15 per cent above the preceding twelve-month 
period. The Quebec increase of 18 per cent in December, 1941, over 1940 excceded uniform 
\8ains of approximately 13 per cent for each of the other four economic divisions, while 
the Maritime Provinces stand highest in point of view of increased sales for the year. 
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‘Percontege increases for December with annual averages in brackots are as follows: Maritime 
‘Provinces, 13 per cont (22 per cent); Quebec, 18 por cont (16 por cont); Ontario, 14 por 


}cont (16 por cont); Prairie Provinces, 13 por cont (12 per cont); British Columbia, 13 per 
cont (16 per cent). 


A comparison of department store sales by departments for Docember, 1940 
and 1941, shows the household applinnes and olectrical supplies dopartment dawn 15 per cont; 
the radio and musical instrument department down 12 per cent; an increase of 2 per cent . 
for the furniture department and increases of considerable magnitude for the other dopart- 
ments for which scparate date are compiled. -Women's and children's apparel departments 
geined 15 per cent while men's and boys' clothing end furnishings were up 18 per cont» 
Picco goods increased 19 per cent and the shoo department was up 23 per cents December 


figures for other departments and annual totals by departments for 1940 and 1941 will -be 
found in the attaghed tables. 


December sales of drug stores increased 36 per cent over November, 1941, 
end were 13 per cent above December, 1940, while seles for tho yoar 1941 averaged 15 per 
'cent ebove the preceding yeare The 36 per cent increese from November was considerably 
in excess of the usual seasonel movement with the result that the seasonally adjusted 
/index of drug store sales advenced from 135+9 in November to 145-9 in Decembcre Increases 
over December, 1940, were reported in all sections, percentago increases botween December, 
1940 and 1941, for each of the five economic divisions with annual increases in breckets 
mare as follows: Maritime Provinces, 14 por cent (21 per cont); Queboc, 7 per cent (13 per 

cent); Ontario, 16 per cent (17 por cent); Prairie Provinces, 11 per cent (14 per cent); 
British Columbic, 12 per cent (11 per cent). } 


Customers spent 20 per cent more money in grocery and meat stores in Decem- 
| ber, 1941, then in December, 1940, while sales for the year advanced 15 per cent. The 
December inercase was higher in the Maritime Provinces than elsewhere, while annual ine 

| creases were fairly uniform for Contral and Eastern Canadeae Percentage increases between 
Dacomber of 1940 and 1941 for each of the five divisions with annual gains in brackets 
stand 2s follows: Maritimo Provinces, 30 ver cent (17 per cent); Quebec, 21 per cent 

(15 per cent); Ontario, 18 per cent (17 per cent); Prairic Provinces, 14 por cent (11 per 
(cont); British Columbia, 15 per cent (13 per cent)- 


Sales of hardware stores gained 23 per cent between November and December 
-and were 17 per cent higher than in December, 1940, an increase similar to that recordad 
“in the annual totals. Restaurants recsipts increased 18 per cent in December, 1941 over 
(1940, while annual figures were up 16 per cont. 


Varicty stores continued the increase in business recorded in results for 
| earlicr monthse Decembor sales of variety, stores gained 90 per cont over November and 

stood 21 per cent over December, 1940+ The 90 por cont increase over November was some- 
what greater than the usual seasonal movement for this time of the yoar; the seasonally 


General Index of Retail Selos, 1939-1941 
Average for 1935-1939 = 16 
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adjusted index rising from 171e6 in November to 175-0 in December» Annual sales for this 
trade were up 20 per conte 

| Jewellery store sales increased 8 per cent over December, 1940+ Gains of 


23 and 12 per cent in the Maritimes and quebec were modified by smallor gains in Ontario 
‘and British Columbice and by 2 4 per cent decroase in the Prairicss 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1940 and 1941, by Kinds of Business 


December, 1941 Cumulative 
+ or - per cent compared with Indexes 


Kind of Business 


December December November Jan+-Decr 1941 


1930 1940 1941 Jan+-Dece ,1940 
General Index srecererescerecs 42736 41507 43704 415.6 
Boot and Shoe Stores -erereoes 416.3 $3861 | +5840 41847 
Gandy Stores e+ssessaes oe aS 41567 44201 | $142.2 42304 
Men's Clothing Stores «+ereee> +6869 42043 “43764 419-5 
Jomen's Clothing Stores +--+. : 505 bet $4406 41607 
Deoaetmont Stords ©... s..hhu es 4264 $13.9 1A a £1502 
Drug Stores s+reeesscseeeyenee +4502 +13+0 $3602 415-1 
Pifenetuee Stores +5 ales ole oe : 6-0 “19.3 $3301 " 605 
Grocery and Meat Stores -+-+.-- +286 +19+6 ; #1267 #1501 
Hierdware Stores --rerrer-ere ee 426.8 417-2 42303 41902 
Radio and Electrical Stores -- 38.7 2546 +44e1 + 602 
Restaurants sverererveeceness BQ +176 + 267 $1603 
{ 


Variety Stores tevreverees oe +101.6 +20.8 | +2024 


Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 


December, 1940 and December, 1941 


Sales in December, 1941 


Region Compared with Sales in December, 1940 
Boot and Jewollery 
Shoe Stores Stores 
es Ge ER ANA re ce one i ae 
CANADA-ec«e oe ow eree oevee 


Maritime ProvinceSesercesvere 
QUEDCCeerresenvorererensaernee 


OntarLOcr.srevevrseerrsovrvere 


Prairie Provinces innate 
British Columbia. ee eouevdoeeereeoy | 
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UNADJUSTED INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES BY PROVINCES - 


y eke oe , Maritime iri i 
ii aaa ie Provinces} Quebec Ontario {Provinces | Columbia 


December, 1936 + 


December, 1940 
» Change, 


Jane -Dec- 1941 | +16+7 
ans Dec. ,1940 bth 


__.. Grocery and Meat Stores 
cere Ca cans ES: Sa ie TC a RR TNS ST PO RG 


oe 
December, 1937 os 174.3 183.4 166-1 . . 
December, 1938 .- . 163.7 a 145-4 ee i 149.8 176-6 
December, 1939 ». | 178.8 . 208.4 151-6 tstc ee 172.9 189.9 
December, 1940 .-} 199-7 250-8 171-93 212.0 | 178.8 201-6 
December, 1941 | 240.3 304.5 217-8 256.8 200-1 22243 
294. | 
esis eal, 124.8 164.6 1las6) i lowed | 106-4 115. 
Oe a aaa a | aes a 156.3 120-6 108-0 93-8 12109 
September »--«e|| 128.5 £5702 122.8 124.9 136.3 127+6 
October is Ta 168.8 dG fea 169.2 168-7 170+5 141.4 
November essere] 174-9 elle ral 166+6 17509 179+9 14368 
December «-ee-. , § 24023 304°5 217-8 25648 20061 2223 
» Change, 
December, 1941 420.3 +214 +2667 421-1 +119 +10 +3 
December, 1940 : : : 2 fe 
: Change, 
Jen: -Dece 1941 +19. > | +2620 +210 
_. Jan. -Dece ,1940 [3 | , : 
December, 1936 ae 15201 
December, 1937 »+'|. 155.2 
December, 1938 «+}! 153.6 
December, 1939 af 168.0 
Decomber, 1940 »»!| 193.6 
December, 1941 .- || 224.8 
194 
July conere ’ oi x i le @ 
August eee ae i 119-2 
/September e+e. 135+3 
October eel 164.2 
November «e-e+- |! 155+5 
December -+e-+- |} 224-8 
% Change, 
December, 1941 | +1661 


Desember, 1936 <-|| 109-2 | (2) io s<9 111-5 106+1 | 12209 
December, 1937 -+|| 12465 | 119+9 126.6 121.9 | 2 34s9 
December, 1938 | 121.4 a 12469 127-6 1037 102 +9 
December, 1939 «« 129-3 131. 0 128.4 132+2 12347 12362 
December, 1940 ++} 1355 1363 130.6 141.6 128-6 130-9 
December, 1941 «ei} 16220 177 158-4 167¢7 146.9 150-8 
1941 
eats eel. 1340 137+8 121-3 1346 1486 1369 
hugust erteerve 146.0 150.8 amen he 145-8 171-0 15646 
Scptember +++. 13307 14794 126«1 132-0 146+0 134-1 
October etecere 145-2 15442 14047 14549 148-0 142-6 
November e«reer 14327 156. 5 134. 4 148.6 141-8 1391 
Ber nessa te 4 16280 L7Ts4 | 15804 | 267-7 146.9 | 150-8 
ee. 1941 +1996 430-2 | +2163 | +1844 +14.2 +1522 
_ December, 1940 | | 
i a. 1941 Bes 1 | +16-8 ! +14.5 | +168 +10.8 +12 .8 


Fe a ee ee 


be: Jan+-Dec: »1940 4 
(c) Includes men's furnishings» Sell, Sinan ECP Not available. 
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UNL DIUSTED INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES BY PROVINGRS - 
(Figures for the current year are 


eS CRs ane re on eee 
SS LT ~: ceeee 


— 
nv 


Prairie British 
Provinces Columbia 


| CANADA 


Year and Month | 


rN nce eee re 


ee ee een ree 


| 


2 eR 


i 


wons-Dec_, 1940 | 


Department Stores 


Decomber, 1936. || 167.2 17440 162.8 17449 160.6 158.8 
| December, 1937 ie liga Vee 184.62 1793 18361 161.2 168-8 
mpeecember, 1935 -. 17167 16965 180.2 175+6 163-0 171-0 
Pocember, 1939 ». 188.9 204-6 | 198.1 19563 17769 17365 
0 Fee do on 21002 24563 | 215.3 218-9 | 192.3 19762 
7 Bee ett o 239-4 27667 253.0 249-0 217-1 222.4 
A241 
duly ereeeeee, 102.2 12755 | 9764 9749 9761 Vises 
August «+--+. 120+4 19762 1) (3803 12167 107 +0 138-0 
September -.... 13866 LAO: bet 138.2 13137 147-5 
October ++++.+4 160.0 180+7 163+7 158.5 154.5 161.0 
November «++... 15564 | 181.3 148.5 153-2 15769 150-0 
ie Pocember vse. 23964 27667 253.0 24940 net 22264 
li te 1941 | 
December, 1941 ‘ +12. ! : +12. +128 
i December, 1940 ae : oe ; sta ? ie : ier 
\% Change, 
| Jans Dec. 1941 +1542 42203 | +1569 +1546 +12-0 +1567 
een Dec. 1940 | ) ] 
aT Ee Variety Stores | oe 
Mecember, 1936 +.) l9iel ] 190-0 166. | 197-7 er a a plo aes 
December, 1937 >- 209-1 295.42 1917 AGE Ye 190-1 22661 
December, 1938 -- | 218.2 231 19987 ahs eons 220.9 239.0 
December, 1939 «. 248.1 | 302-9 22766 24246 26462 257.4 
December, 1940 .. | 280.7 | 368.5 |" 257.2 ra 1 aes 268.7 
December, 1941 ..» So 7a | 447-0 328.0 332-2 332-8 301-8 
941 | 
| Pee Puck. mesa 166.0 160+7 14361 1520 128.6 
BCUSE vote coe GSS eee Se Lol 1709 150-5 141.8 141.2 
September :+.-«» pea ara 202-1 16267 141-3 148.9 1323 
October «--.+.. || 173-0 | 2203 184.4 16443 173-4 i33e3 
November «reese | Pyone a 24061 175*5 174-3 176-8 141-5 
im December co+res | Peo. tL 447-0 328-0 332642 3328 301-8 
i Change, 
December, 1941 421-3 meee 
, December, 1940 : 
% Change, 
| Jan: Dec. 1941 Thies 


Jan--Dec- ,1940 


December, 1936 >» 
Yecember, 1937 » | 
Yecember, 1938 | 
Yecember, 1939 a i 
Yecember, 1940 - : . 
ecomber, 1941 «» ECE Oremime Gay eae cae | 1649 182-1 188.9 1829 
(94) ! 
MTULY -ssee renee 128.0 145.5 | 20 yo" hi 128.8 126-6 12429 
WAugust coscvoes 132-2 Weoeg Ty Gra WC tbe 132-7 128.2 
“September -2.06 130-6 143.4 127-2 | 12949 132% 5 127+6 
MeLOGr e-ssece lf = 1Alab 151-7 138.9 Meee L554 145.5 
[November cccees | 134.4 149.3 134.5 137-1 126-4 | 234 
} December peeoee i 183-0 22305 164.9 18261 188.9 °9 
Change i | 
| Be hanbor, 1941 | = On +1367 + 605 +}6-4 +11.4 +12 02 
December, 1940 | a . - : 
Change g } | 
| ioe. 15441 | cee oo | 42047 +1265 +167 +1346 47443 
| osmege) { 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
DECEMBER, 1940 AND DECMBER, 1941 


(Based on sales of 20 firms) 


coe — Sa a - 
A oe = 2 I s 


December 4 Change, 
1941 1941/40 


we eee ee 


December 
1940 
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DOTM SULT WVU Vee uiae oe valeley Gale yall h092220904 f AAtOCy Mans tema 


3,072,980 3,535,611 t15 +1 


le Women's dresses, coats and suits -«- 


eerie ort. Infante wear sesii seed <b hese eee Sb 


1,430,052 | 1,785,458 +2469 


2 526,238 + 6-8 


ass 
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Dingeris and corsets +..-skss00+- CPU a Ke OVE Roo aeOd 


sea | 
36 Hosiery and gloves cove eeooc ene he eo ewaneneensn 2,366,088 
2,452,105 42602 


PPP ayy huec ess ee ciece. eaten ae oe ee 247 ,814 283,161 $14.3 


7xeel yo 74 


erence Teens eR ee 


6. Jomen's and children's apparel--(Total,1-5).. 


10YS8 255 1a +14.7 


7» Men's and boys' clothing and eel 5 242 ,934 64292 ,207 +18.1 


8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparationss-« 


1,624,640 1,850 ,623 413-9 
9. Piece goods eoeers Chee es Me Oana Mawel ane Ue ent ce hoc EOS 2 5538 ,179 +194 
MES Le ULS add dea dn auoxcn sab ceragiacenadl 2orl reel | bp 96Lete8 wish 
11- Food and kindred products serereereveceerence 25601 ye0L 3,126,883 +16-8 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs)- 1,423,200 1,452,658 + 2el 
13. Home furnishings --ercer-neenes-sesevecceaced! 2,053,616 2,333,999 +137 
14. Household appliances and electricel supplies-|| 1,028,060 878,128 ~14.6 
15+ Hardware and kitchen utensils «erere res se aM 954 ,630 1,086,976 413-9 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies = (eRe 637,640 -11-6 
17- Shoes and other footwear Poneee OTOL, ne 3, 224 0ST +2208 
| | 
13. Stationery, books and magazines ie 1,274,062 | 1,460 ,536 gies 
19. All other departments, total isp ia ee 6,404,577 7,310,746 bai 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN. GANA -BY SELECTZD DEPARTMENTS 
1940 and 194). 


(Based on sales of 23 firms) 


1941 


PT EALWG) hokey bees ee envaae e2oe Ok BOL 


Women's dresses, coats and suitee+++++++- nee 24,817,200) 28,874,221 
Girls’ and infants' wearr--+-e+-see- Rh atteuelie isto 8,584,849 10,842 ,377 
Hosiery and gloves-+rrs-sere-e. Meike ape Cees: < 115567 532716 2340675016 


Lingerie and corsets orvoeeervecrovrererepeoor ever aeeee 11,458,719 


13,235,577 


3,226,098 


3,486,425 


Millinery cone heres - C8 ee sar eeroner revere Hvare 


Women's and children's apparel--(Total,1-5) +. 594054 ,193 69,505,616 
Men's and boys' at and furnishings ted Baa 33,738,799 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations+.- 71,701,479 8,821,632 
PERSO ECOds. ve bieraessbatveosdeapeoaveayerssa ft  Pesteesoot|, 2153495037 
CRORE TOG dhe ke seb rc kececee¥eeeeterreoosnehve 9,089,249] 10,113,790 


Food and kindred products: .sececercercreervens 22,542,680] 25,816,410 


Furniture (including mattresses and springs). 14,440,900} 17,209,636 


Home furnishings er ee Oe rire eee 2 1). 18,110,960 20,892,499 


7,615,972 8,321,865 


Household appliances and electrical supplies. 


$861,799) 14,035,226 


Hardware and kitchen utensils eeevresvborervecs 


Radios, musical instruments and supplies «+r. 


: 3,913,609 3,899,777 


18,953,505! 21,285,796 


Shoes and other footwear e-rererreeseerervers 


| 
Stationery, books and magazines iv eunne rt el] 4,840,104 
| ! 


4,261,353 


30,223,498} 35,930,030 


All other departments, total eoe-vevoeverorer | 


293,160,217} 


% Change 
1941/40 


4158 
41603 


+2603 
+130 
41525 
+ 861 
+1665 
+1546 
$14.5 
41565 
+11-3 
+1405 
+1902 
41504 
$1405 
42465 
~ 1.9 
+123 
+13.6 


+1829 


3 
¢ a i% 
? Skew | ‘4 
> nate oe 
4 
“ a - oe ap sak ak ; 
Ok ee Ann ee Sameer ein pee igen ke ee arr ig eR Gr Ce a a 
- ws vt > ia eS gee Fe RE RAO LO LEAR AS LL RE RL NC NTT SG 
7 7 ” + 
ot ie! eas = oo oT rae - 
i Sete SE ee: « Lar NS Se 2 * 
H Se ede Atte 
‘ c ‘ 
= eet eee ~ 
~~ ~~ “ ee ee oe aay Leh ode pert a ae 
. o. ate Hone 
, i. is! ee ee 
wy eo ks . Se) Soult SRy Rene, Sag. 
¥ ¢ a is : 
“se ad » ite é 2 wo . 7” © big a a) 
‘ Rea) SIMS ACE cy 
Rt” te a ang fg Ae 5m > + 
Sia SE ? lene in) Seton oer iersaci aN OHY ar the ee eg ‘ : 
a.” ; ‘ s 1 ; “ - Af vy y 
"* , ‘ 2 ~ “9. a * >. = here aw 6 
Go ay? aes x 5 ae vere g BT CVS HI 3 iv 2 Asm ’ 
‘ 
F . 
; d s F he at ik 
; , ; : 
? R fs 
ra L-' oF 
aaa Sd ee 4 : hey ich te P . ‘ vu fe he 
r re ee as 2. te ‘ F, rt | a 2 ee “ =o wy ‘ / ny £ went 
; ‘ ea ‘ ‘. git ’ 
: 2 ‘ ; F 
: . ; 
7 e ' Py . , 
* Bs ea i 
‘ Pe ened : 7 oe 7 
t} * > . : t : - esa = » ‘ y i y a 
0. ' ie ee (Lees 4 roe a <, 
: ; ; ‘ 5 
: ; ‘ ‘ ’ Sa il 
f i ‘ 
‘ +4 
3 ; % eae 5, 
’ ' 
. r i , 
oe t cay | aa , 
s & s : - . bs os a | b : ‘* Fi 5 1s. SLTEMNAw 
LL? 4, . \ 4 4% f ie a ‘ * * wits, Keon wee eee oe 
* 
| s i. . eee] s . . 7 . 
7 . 4 | 
‘ F * , - 
—. « es ree : { = ee 
fet : fs ek : ' 4 ets oenee hoy, ge rie ; (ott 
i q = > Se ete i, Y "§ . . ry ~ 
r) ; Ci . ‘ toe + . 
: t LORY tic choy ae 5 on 
2 ba * 
E t 
= 1 
4 > . ‘ ’ q . | a ; =e " > 
./ , , . 4 , ‘ ; 
- ¢ = : “ ‘ . gv eee 
SRS 9° hire a Boe > a uF ts ‘ 
cen peaieninsviniaaedteil . + a an, Re e ‘ 
i 
~ ad 
e = ’ - ¢ - 
‘ : 4 i 4 ra ’ we a : 
: . i ay os s 4 f : \ ) : Ba 
" " a, ee Epa - ; ' 
‘ 4 : . , . iy | 
5 if af : { 
‘ ; ; F | 
y . | 
’ ~ ¥ 
7 ‘ ‘ 4 | 
5 i . F a ee . J 
. = x ‘ . é J 4 = 1 
. ’ j J 
4 | 
| 
| 
’ q 
rv : . ) 
* {4 : ’ t P ea . 7 i% : ¥ . 
- “ : : : A 
a 1 F 
a ’ SRP AG ee 5 z 
\ : Cs oar ». : 
. w ~ <a #6 we P 
: oe oa ‘ : 
bea Sat | ’ 
\ 
| 
: / 
Ss 3 
447 d :) . * “ 4 *% * e / 
f ¥ BIE ais) ow es | 
SBP il. 7 
oe are ae : 
yy F J, , 
. . cere a 
= . 
“it 
se. 5 be 
“i Shad , : 
‘ : 
7 7 » ee * F 3 
‘ 
* 
+ 
* at ‘ 
a? : 4 . ; 4 
- f . 5 , : 
z ee 
‘ ma? : Ae + * t 
“4 B ’ 
: ME A ters vee 
Cs * » . 
3 “i = th Li moe ty . 
, . 
bar. | P ; 
‘4 Se’ 33 ' vr 
ty tl + , 
. . 
: . 
i : : 
e 4A ae a oP an . F 
. ; ‘ , eM eC Barra | 
si SS Prk e ares 
Se =) , : 
ee } 
Vel t ‘ : 
4 see y ‘ 
Aan 7 ¥ 
‘ ae 
* = 
2 ais ty. 
. . ae oat Th + 
ede % " 
. ‘< ‘ - = 
- : Z : 
Se 
. . a 
} t Wi Rie oe g hs : 
; D: S 
L i 2 : 
: : P 
J ¥ my A f > \ ° 
“ = » % ca 
SON se os ‘. 
5 TE ner Pe nl 
! 
a % 
. - . i yn 
: , ; iis La 
‘ bie a ie i - e 
= as, pe . , 0 
’ ‘ . . 
3 
‘ as 
am * tyes bs a7 o * 
Par regdetmeen ew worse ed Sie dunes cast ctntinb nis anmtahngtighaii ae 
- - TD ass " 
bee pad ae AO ae any . . 
Me ee See 


